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I hope  I may  be  pardoned  for  using  this  page  for  personal  opinions.  After  forty-five 
years  as  a collector,  exhibitor,  writer  and  judge,  I have  accumulated  many  opinions,  pet 
peeves,  etc.,  of  my  own  and  some  from  fellow  collectors. 

We  must  remember  that  after  all  this  is  only  a hobby  with  many,  but  it’s  a livelihood 
for  many  others.  Much  has  been  written  on  how  to  mount  a collection,  how  to  present  it, 
what  to  show,  how  the  judges  judge,  etc.,  but  not  a word  on  what  to  do  if  you  don’t  win. 
Perhaps  a little  education  for  the  judges  as  well  as  the  exhibitors  would  help. 

Remember,  every  time  an  exhibitor  loses  he  becomes  a potential  non-collector.  Does 
any  one  ever  take  the  trouble  to  tell  him  why  he  lost?  There’s  always  a big  hullabaloo 
before  the  show  and  during  the  show  with  a prospectus,  catalog,  banquet,  speeches,  etc., 
and  as  soon  as  the  show  is  over — silence. 

Jones  collects  the  little  known  stamps  of  Patagonia — it’s  his  pride  and  joy.  He  has  a 
few  covers  of  which  only  a dozen  are  knowm.  He  can’t  print,  so  a friend  of  his  does  it 
for  h im.  Comes  the  day  to  ship  by  express  prepaid  and  off  goes  the  collection.  Two  weeks 
later  it  comes  back  express  collect.  Hurriedly  he  opens  the  pack,  notes  the  soiled  pages 
with  proper  finger  prints,  especially  the  big  splayed  left  thumb.  Perhaps  the  package  in- 
cludes a program,  but  usually  this  has  been  left  out.  If  there  is  a program,  he  notes  that 
Dr.  Smith,  the  eminent  U.  S.  specialist  (?),  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Confederate  expert  (?)  and 
Judge  Olson,  who’s  a good  fellow  and  has  nothing  else  to  do,  are  the  judges.  They 
wouldn’t  know  a good  rare  Patagonian  from  a Mayan  stellae.  No  one  ever  told  exhibitor 
Jones  that  the  judges  were  incompetent.  A few  weeks  later  he  reads  the  list  of  winners 
in  the  philatelic  press.  No  word  from  anyone  and  he  wonders  why  he  lost. 

T he  next  year  he  gets  a prospectus  and  tries  it  again,  with  the  same  results.  In  the 
meantime,  his  name  is  on  the  sucker  list  and  he  gets  a few  more  invitations  from  other 
clubs.  He  tries  again — no  luck.  He  decides  his  collection  is  no  good  and  quits.  You  see, 
he  doesn’t  get  around  to  the  stamp  clubs  and  hear  the  gossip,  so  he  believes  in  the  “lily- 
white”  fairness  of  the  American  people.  He  doesn’t  know  that  the  winner  of  the  grand 
award  is  a nice  old  fellow  who  always  donates  a cup,  that  the  second  award  went  to  a 
good  friend  of  the  club’s  exhibition  manager,  and  so  on  ad  nauseatum. 

Where  is  our  great  and  glorious  Association  for  Stamp  Exhibitions?  Sitting  on  their 
dollars  trying  to  hatch  them?  As  the  leader  of  exhibitions  in  this  country,  I believe  they 
should  try  to  clean  up  this  mess — not  next  year  or  the  year  after  that,  but  begin  now. 
Perhaps  a little  booklet  or  something  coming  from  them  would  clarify  the  situation. 

I know  personal  opinions  often  offend,  but  I have  a few  ideas.  If  one  clicks,  I’ll  be 
satisfied. 

First:  Competent  judges  who  know  stamps  and  are  not  influenced  by  personalities. 
They  may  be  amateur  collectors  or  professional  dealers.  Who  cares,  if  they  know  stamps? 
If  a U.  S.  class — a U.  S.  specialist  as  judge;  if  British  Colonies — a specialist;  if  air  mail — 
a specialist;  if  South  and  Central  America  or  the  Far  East — the  same.  And  they  should 
be  chosen  and  listed  in  the  prospectus  so  the  sucker  will  know  whether  any  of  them  know 
anything  about  his  specialty.  Remember,  the  Essay-Proof  specialist  seldom  knows  any- 
thing about  first  flight  covers,  and  vice  versa.  Perhaps  a list  of  accredited  specialist 
judges  could  be  furnished  to  exhibitions  by  the  Association  for  Stamp  Exhibitions.  How 
to  get  these  men  to  judge  is  your  problem. 

Second:  And  in  my  opinion,  this  is  the  most  important — an  exhibition  critic.  I believe 
a diplomatic  critic  could  go  far  in  helping  the  unsuccessful  exhibitor.  He  doesn’t  have  to 
tell  the  exhibitor  that  the  judges  were  not  competent  or  were  biased — certainly  not.  He 
can  study  the  collections  shown  and  write  a few  words  to  the  losers.  How  much  nicer  to 
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receive  a letter  like  this  before  the  show  was  over  than  a collect  express  package  con- 
taining your  losing  exhibit  with  absolute  silence: 

Dear  Mr.  Jones: — I have  had  occasion  to  study  the  various  exhibits  at  the  Whistlepoof  Exhibition 
in  Podunkville  and,  of  course,  looked  yours  over  very  carefully.  You  have  a nice  exhibit  and  study — 
looks  like  you  did  it  all  yourself.  I note  you  come  from  a small  town  and  probably  don’t  have  the 
opportunity  to  meet  a lot  of  collectors  at  the  Club  or  attend  any  meetings,  so  your  exhibit  means  a 
real  personal  study.  I know  your  dad  didn’t  die  and  leave  it  to  you  intact. 

Let  me  tell  you  about  the  winner’s  exhibit.  He  showed  a studied  collection  of  Alaska,  well 
written  up,  too.  First,  three  nice  clean  pre-stamp  covers,  then  a few  proofs  of  the  first  issue,  some 
nice  unused  pieces,  with  the  dates  of  issue,  perforations  and  other  pertinent  information  noted,  some 
nice  clear  cancels  on  the  used,  and  a few  multiple  pieces.  Now  and  then  a drawing  of  a plate 
variety.  The  winning  exhibit  ran  along  this  way  to  the  end.  It  was  well  balanced,  with  each  part 
supplementing  the  others.  The  collection  was  written  up  with  a typewriter  and  the  descriptions  were 
brief  and  to  the  point.  About  11  to  15  stamps  were  on  the  pages. 

Now  in  your  case,  you  mounted  25  stamps  to  the  page — sometimes  none  of  the  page  itself  could 
be  seen.  You  showed  25  of  the  dollar  value  on  one  page  and  not  one  of  the  lower  values,  thus 
giving  the  impression  the  dollar  values  are  common.  The  judges  knew  you  must  have  the  lower 
values  but  where  were  they?  Your  early  stampless  covers  were  interesting  and  attractive,  but  not 
knowing  the  postal  rates,  which  you  unfortunately  did  not  note,  I can’t  say  much  about  them.  You 
showed  some  plate  varieties  but  no  enlarged  drawings — trying  to  identify  these  varieties  in  the  frames 
with  a small  glass  was  impossible  so  I couldn’t  give  you  credit  for  them.  Your  ‘writing  up’  wasn’t 
too  good — you  had  too  much  on  the  page — 1/\  inch  letters  are  a little  too  large  for  a stamp  20  x 25  mm., 
don’t  you  think?  Sort  of  can’t  see  the  forest  for  the  trees.  And  it  is  better  not  to  put  Scott’s  num- 
bers under  the  stamp — the  catalog  numbers  may  be  changed  and  besides,  most  of  the  judges  can’t 
read  the  fine  print  in  Scott. 

“I  could  go  on  telling  why  the  other  collections  won  and  you  didn’t,  but  maybe  the  above  will 

help  explain  a little.  The  show  had  a fine  lot  of  high-powered  stuff  and  it’s  no  disgrace  to  lose  in 

a big  show  of  this  kind.  Will  be  expecting  you  back  next  year  with  an  improved  exhibit,  and  the 
best  of  luck. 

A catalog  of  the  show  and  a list  of  the  winners  are  enclosed,  also  some  of  the  stickers  and  a 
first  day  cover. 

Yours, 

Another  pet  peeve — ribbons  for  prizes.  Is  this  exhibition  a fat  stock  show?  Per- 
haps you  remember  when  the  national  shows  started.  The  genius  behind  the  gun  was  a 
dog  fancier  and  decided  on  ribbons  as  prizes.  Sort  of  difficult  to  display  them,  especially 

now  that  sofa  pillows  are  out  of  style.  Why  not  a small  neat  certificate  that  can  be 

mounted  on  an  album  page? 

And  the  non-competitive  exhibits — the  good  fellow  is  asked  to  show  his  material  non- 
competitive. A nice  blank  is  sent  for  description  (don’t  forget  to  include  regular  cost  of 
frames)  and  we’re  on  our  way.  The  poor  guy  has  to  go  through  his  collection,  pick  out 
the  stuff,  pack  it,  express  it  prepaid,  pay  for  the  return,  clean  the  pages  and  perhaps 
rewrite  some  of  the  dirtiest  pages.  And  for  what?  The  stuff  is  correctly  shown,  but 
with  no  notation  or  mention  that  it  is  non-competitive.  The  customers  don’t  know  and  get 
the  impression  that  it’s  no  good  because  it  doesn’t  get  a prize.  Then  the  philatelic  press 
publishes  the  winners’  names  and  still  no  mention — so  the  customer  is  sure  the  collection 
was  junk.  Why  not  give  the  guy  a break  and  at  least  list  the  collection  as  non-competitive? 

Note. — Fortunately,  most  shows  are  run  properly,  although  there  is  a scarcity  of 
competent  judges.  With  two  or  three  shows  weekly  (all  National)  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  country,  the  condition  which  prompts  the  criticism  I am  transmitting  is  becoming 
serious. 

Clarence  W.  Hennan,  M.D.,  President. 


Calpex  * S.  P.  A.  Exhibition  1949 

The  grand  award,  the  J.  R.  Hughes  Trophy,  at  the  recent  CALPEX — S.  P.  A.  Exhi- 
bition held  in  San  Francisco  went  to  Dr.  Robert  C.  H.  Lee,  a physician  of  Honolulu,  for 
a twelve  frame  exhibit  of  East  Asia  including  1878-1912  issues  of  China.  Dr.  Lee  dis- 
played rare  essays,  trial  color  and  normal  color  proofs,  errors  and  varieties. 
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Denmark  Essays  and  Proofs  In  the 
Sehmidt^Andersen  Collection 

By  R.  King-Farlow,  F.  R.  P.  S.  L. 

Although  there  has  been  quite  a lot  published  from  time  to  time  concerning  the  Essays 
and  Proofs  of  Denmark  (see  Bibliography  in  the  Essay  Proof  Journal,  No.  24),  no 
really  authoritative  and  detailed  account  has  yet  been  issued,  and,  indeed,  comparatively 
little  is  really  knoWn  about  them.  The  Postmuseum  at  Copenhagen  has,  of  course,  a very 
substantial  collection,  but  even  this  is  far  from  complete.  Although  a catalog  of  it  was 
made  in  1932,  it  was  not  prepared  from  the  philatelic  standpoint  and  the  particulars 
given  are  all  too  brief. 

Probably  the  two  finest  collections  of  Danish  Essays  and  Proofs  now  in  private 
hands  are  those  formed  by  Jacob  Engel,  of  Haderslev,  and  by  J.  Schmidt-Andersen,  of 

Copenhagen.  Hr.  Engel’s  collection  has  several  times  been  on  view  at  Exhibitions — it 

secured  Silver-Gilt  medals  at  Paris  and  at  Brussels  in  1949,  and  Silver  Medals  at  Berne 
and  Helsingfors  in  1948  and  at  Copenhagen  in  1947 — and  was  described  in  a little  mono- 
graph produced  for  private  circulation  in  1948.  Hr.  Schmidt- Andersen’s  collection  has 
never  been  publicly  exhibited,  but  its  owner  recently  prepared  a detailed  description  of 
it,  page  by  page,  which  he  has  permitted  me  to  translate  for  reproduction  in  the  Essay 
Proof  Journal  in  the  hope  that  an  account  of  so  large  a collection  may,  in  the  absence 
of  any  reliable  catalog,  be  of  some  service  to  other  collectors  interested  in  this  line. 

Hr.  Schmidt-Andersen’s  collection  is  not,  of  course,  complete,  and  cannot  compare  in 
size  with  that  at  the  Copenhagen  Postmuseum.  Nevertheless,  it  contains  examples  of 
almost  all  items  which  it  is  possible  for  the  private  collector  to  hope  to  obtain,  besides 

many  things  that  the  Postmuseum  does  not  own.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  any  precise 

knowledge  as  to  the  origin  of  a great  number  of  the  items,  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
draw  up  the  description  in  the  exact  and  scientific  form  generally  adopted  for  listings  in 
the  Essay  Proof  Journal,  but  I am  hopeful  that  these  shortcomings  may  be  overlooked 
and  that  the  account  of  Hr.  Schmidt-Andersen’s  collection  may  prove  to  be  a valuable 
addition  to  the  literature  on  the  subject^1) 


Preliminary  Essays 


(l)This  article  is  written  with  broad,  English  terminology  which  does  not  follow  our  more  precise 
philatelic  definitions  established  in  Journal  No.  i,  and  may  therefore  be  confusing  to  our  readers.  Over 
there  “a  proof  is  anything  made  before  the  final  stage  of  issue.”  Thus  they  may  have  “a  proof  of  an 
essay,”  which  is  most  confusing  to  those  who  want  to  know  whether  they  see  an  essay  or  see  a proof! 
They  also  do  not  use  the  term  ‘‘plate  proof”  for  proofs  from  a trial  miniature  plate  as  are  those  on  ‘‘Page 
34”  to  ‘‘Page  43”  in  this  article.  They  also  use  the  feminine  “mother”  for  our  masculine  “master”  die. 
We  expect  to  publish  an  article  on  terminology  in  a future  Journal.  | Editor.  At  suggestion  of  the  author.] 
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Page  i.  a.  Illustrations  of  the  two  pencil-drawn  essays  submitted  in  1849  by  M.  W. 
Ferslew. 


Fig.  3 

b.  Illustration  of  the  rough  pencil  sketch  of  an  alternative  design  made  on  the 
back  of  the  essays  originally  submitted  by  Ferslew,  believed  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Danish  Postmaster-General. 


Fig.  4 


c.  Essay,  in  reddish-brown,  for  a 4 S.  stamp,  produced  from  an  etching  by 
Erling  Eckersberg  in  1850  (?).  Thin,  white  paper.  (Imitations  exist 
from  a later  date  on  a harder,  calendered  paper.) 


M.  W.  Ferslew’s  Fire  Skill  Essay  of  1850 


Fig.  5 

Page  2.  Proof  impression,  in  black,  of  the  entire  copper  block  engraved  by  Ferslew. 

Although  the  die  was  engraved  en  epargne,  for  typographic  production,  this 
proof  was  taken  from  the  die,  inked  and  used  under  heavy  pressure,  as  if  it 
had  been  an  intaglio  engraving,  with  the  result  that  the  parts  normally  coloured 
appear  white  and  those  normally  white  appear  black.  This  curious  procedure 
was  used  for  several  Danish  essays  and  proofs  (see  also  on  pages  6,  12,  35). 
White,  horizontally  laid  paper. 
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Page  3.  Impressions  in  colour. 

a.  Without  burelage,  in  red  on  white  paper.  Three  copies,  one  showing  the 
full  extent  of  the  copper  block  and  the  other  two  cut  to  normal  stamp  size. 

b.  With  burelage  of  horizontal  blue  lines,  making  the  main  colour  appear 
brownish-red.  Four  copies,  of  which  one  or  more  may  be  reprints  dating 
from  1901. 

Page  4.  Reprints,  produced  in  1885-6.  In  black,  light  blue,  dark  blue,  brown, 

green,  red,  lilac  and  bronze-green  on  white  paper,  without  burelage. 

Ferslew’s  Frederik  VII  and  Mercury  Essays 


Fig.  6 


Fig.  7 


Page  5.  Varieties  of  the  two  essays  lithographed  by  M.  W.  Ferslew  and  submitted 

to  the  Post  Office  by  his  widow  after  his  death  in  April,  1852. 


ill 


us  " .. 


Fie.  8 


a.  Preliminary  studies  for  the  portrait  of  Frederik  VII,  from  woodcuts.  Three 
examples,  on  white  wove  paper,  in  olive-brown,  chocolate-brown  and  deep 
grey-brown. 

b.  The  original  essays  of  1852,  in  bright  reddish  brown  with  a burelage  of 
diagonal  pale  blue  lines. 

c.  Copy  of  the  original  Frederik  VII  essay  of  1852  with  forged  or  bogus  num- 
eral-cancellation 24  (Helsingor). 

d.  Original  essays  of  1852  without  burelage. 

Page  5a.  Reprints 

a.  i860  Reprints,  with  burelage  of  diagonal  pale  blue-green  lines.  The  shade 
of  brown  is  dull  and  darker  than  in  the  originals. 

b.  1862  Reprints,  with  burelage  of  diagonal  thin,  dark  blue  lines.  1 he  brown 
shade  is  lighter  than  in  the  originals. 
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c.  Reprints  in  black  on  a hard  white  paper,  without  burelage.  Probably  pro- 
duced from  the  blocks  made  for  the  illustrations  of  these  essays  in  1901  for 
Koefoed’s  book  “Danske  Postfrimaerker  1851-1901.” 


Alfred  JBuntzeiTs  4 R.B.S.  Essay  of  1852 


' y/y  7^  if  A t 
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Page  6. 
Page  7. 

Page  8. 


“Engraved”  proof  impression  in  black  from  typographic  original  die  (see 
page  2).  White  wove  paper.  Similar  proofs  exist  on  vertically  laid  paper. 

Impression  in  black  on  coarse,  thick  card  from  the  top  half  of  the  com- 
plete plate  of  100.  Two  such  plates  were  prepared  hut  were  never  put  into 
service. 

Reprints  of  1885-6.  A complete  sheet  of  16,  comprising  four  blocks  of 
four  arranged  vertically,  and  two  separate  blocks  of  four.  In  brown,  with 
burelage  of  orange  wavy  lines  running  from  left  upwards  to  right  and  with 
points  facing  upwards  or  downwards.  These  reprints  were  made  from  a section 
cut  from  one  of  the  original  plates. 


Fig.  10 


Page  9.  Impressions  in  black  on  thin  wove  paper  from  cliches  of  the  original  essay 

(3)  and  from  a re-engraved  matrix  or  cliche  with  the  inscriptions  at  left,  right 
and  bottom  altered.  The  latter  were  used  to  produce  the  official  “reprints”  of 
the  fire  R.  B.  s.  stamp  in  1886,  which  were  in  actual  fact  only  “imitations.” 
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Page  io.  a.  Photographs  of  five  pencil  sketches  submitted  by  Ferslew  in  1850  as  designs 
for  a 2 Rigsbank-skilling  stamp. 


Fig.  16 

b.  Print  from  a brass  plate  with  an  unfinished  engraving  of  an  essay  for  a 2 
Rigsbank-skilling  stamp,  made  by  Ferslew  in  1850-51. 


Fig.  1 7 

c.  Proof,  in  black,  from  the  original  die  of  the  accepted  2 R.  B.  S.  stamp  en- 
graved by  Ferslew  in  1851. 

Page  11.  Three  proofs  of  the  accepted  2 R.  B.  S.  of  1851,  in  bright  blue  with  burel- 

age  of  dull  brown  wavy  lines  running  diagonally  from  left  down  to  right,  with 
points  downwards.  No  watermark  or  gum. 

1854  4 S.,  Dotted  Spandrels  (Scott's  type  A3) 

Page  12.  “Engraved”  proof-impression  from  the  typographic  die  of  Type  III  (with 
’ Control-figure  2 and  with  stop  after  R of  FR.M).  In  black  on  thin  carton. 
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1858  4 S.»  Wavy  Tine  Spandrels 

Page  13.  Essays  for  the  wavy-line  issue,  produced  by  cutting  out  the  dotted  back- 

ground in  the  spandrels  in  the  lower  fifty  cliches  of  a plate  of  100  of  the  4 S. 
dotted  spandrel  issue.  In  brown,  with  burelage  of  diagonal  blue  lines  running 
from  left  upwards  to  right,  points  up. 

a.  A block  of  four  and  three  singles  from  the  top  half  of  the  plate,  with  dotted 
spandrels.  (Scott’s  Type  A3) 

b.  A block  of  four  from  the  middle  rows  of  the  plate,  showing  dotted  and 
voided  spandrels  se-tenant. 


Fig.  18 

c.  Two  blocks  of  four  from  the  lower  half  of  the  plate,  with  voided  spandrels. 

Page  14.  Proof  impression,  in  black,  from  the  original  steel  die  of  the  4 S.  wavy- 

line  issue.  (Scott’s  Type  A4) 

Page  15.  Proofs  of  the  4 S.  wavy-line,  in  brown  with  burelage  of  diagonal  blue- 

green  wavy  lines  running  from  left  downwards  to  right,  points  down.  Two 
blocks  of  four  and  a single. 


1864  Issue  (Scott’s  Type  A5) 

Page  16.  Colour  trial  proofs  from  the  4 S.  value,  on  gummed  paper  with  watermark. 

Six  singles  and  a block  of  four  in  various  shades  of  yellow  and  orange-yellow. 

Page  17.  As  last,  but  in  black  (3),  brown  (2)  and  blue  (3). 

Page  18.  Colour  trial  proofs  on  paper  without  gum  or  watermark,  in  shades  of 

orange  (block  of  four  and  three  singles)  and  yellow  (block  of  four  and  single) 
and  in  red  (single). 

Page  19.  Colour  trial  proofs  of  the  16  S.  value,  on  gummed  paper  with  watermark, 

in  blue,  red,  olive-green  and  brown. 

48  Skilling  Essays  Iby  PluJBaite,  1869 

Type  I.  in  deep  orange-red,  deep  green,  bright  blue,  blue  and  ultramarine. 
Also  reprints  (1885-6?)  showing  cruder  and  coarser  impressions  in  blue,  brown, 
violet,  yellow-green,  green  and  dull  olive-green. 


Page  20. 
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Fig.  20 


Type  II,  in  yellow  and  in  blue. 


Fig.  21 


Page  21. 


Type  III,  in  orange-red,  green, 
with  reprints  in  blue,  brown,  violet, 


yellow-green,  blue,  ultramarine  and  red, 
yellow-green,  green  and  dull  olive-green. 


Fig.  22  Fig.  23 

Type  IV,  in  grey-green. 


Type  V,  in  rose,  bright  lilac  and  black. 

Page  22.  Embossed  reprints  ( 1 886 ? ) of  Types  I and  III  printed  in  strips  of  three 

with  an  embossed  5 ore  (Fig.  31).  In  carmine,  dull  olive-green,  violet,  yel- 
low green,  green  and  brown. 


Page  23. 


a.  Proof  impression  in  black  of  the  symmetrical  frame  intended  for  Types  VI 
and  VII  and  used  for  Type  II. 


Fig.  24  Fig.  25 

b.  Proof  impressions  in  black  from  the  original  dies  for  the  oval  centres  of 
Types  VI  and  VII. 

c.  Proof  impression,  in  black,  from  the  original  die  of  the  adopted  48  Sk. 
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Page  24.  Type  VI,  in  orange  (frame)  and  grey  (centre),  grey  and  violet,  carmine 

and  blue,  carmine  and  brown,  dull  blue  and  brown. 

Page  24a.  Type  VII,  in  grey  (frame)  and  green,  brown,  violet,  blue  and  carmine 
(centre),  pale  grey  and  green,  green  and  bright  red,  green  and  claret,  carmine 
and  blue,  brown  and  blue,  bright  orange  and  grey,  ultramarine  and  scarlet. 

Page  25.  Reprints  (1885-6)  in  strips  of  three  showing  the  three  different  types  of 

oval  centre  (VI,  VII  and  adopted  type)  in  the  adopted  type  of  normal,  thin 
frame.  Grey  frames  with  centres  in  pale  blue,  dark  blue,  red,  claret,  brown, 
green  and  violet.  All  frames  inverted. 


Fig.  26  Fig.  27 

Page  26.  a.  Proof  impression  in  black  of  the  die  for  the  frame  of  the  bicoloured  issues, 
normal  and  inverted. 

b.  Proof  impression  in  black  from  the  mother  die  for  the  centres  of  the  bi- 
coloured skilling  values. 

c.  Proof  impression  in  black  of  the  original  die  for  the  oval  centre  of  the  48  Sk. 
value  of  the  adopted  type. 


Page  27. 

Page  28. 

Page  29. 

Page  30. 
Page  31. 

Page  32. 


1870  3 Sk„  and  4 Sk.,  E>ie©loured  Issue 

(Scott’s  Type  A6) 

Colour  trial  proofs  for  the  3 Sk.,  on  gummed  paper  with  watermark. 
Normal  frames,  in  grey;  centres  in  blue  (single),  red  (pair  & single)  and 
brown  (pair  and  single).  Three  copies  have  inverted  watermark. 

As  last,  in  grey  and  green  (pair  and  single),  brown  and  pale  lilac  (pair 
and  single).  And  with  inverted  frame  in  grey  and  dark  brown,  grey  and  light 
red-brown  (singles).  Two  copies  have  inverted  watermark. 

Colour  trial  proofs  for  4 Sk.,  on  gummed  paper  with  watermark.  Normal 
frames,  in  grey,  with  centres  in  blue  (2  singles),  violet  (pair  and  2 singles) 
and  red  (single).  One  copy  has  inverted  watermark. 

As  last,  with  centres  in  brown  (pair  and  single)  and  green  (pair  and  2 
singles) . 

Colour  trial  proofs  for  4 Sk.  brown  and  violet  (pair  and  2 singles)  with 
normal  frame  on  paper  with  watermark  and  gum.  Also  singles  with  inverted 
frames  on  paper  without  watermark,  in  grey  and  dark  brown,  grey  and  light 
red-brown,  grey  and  red,  red  and  blue. 

Trial  perforations  for  the  bicoloured  4 Sk.  value.  Also  trial  cancellation, 
showing  date  stamp  from  Gentofte  on  various  imperforate  colour  trials. 
(Note:  This  postmark  may  not  have  been  officially  applied. 


Service  Stamps,  1871 

Page  33*  a-  Unadopted  essays.  Engraved  on  brass  by  Ph.  Batz  in  1869.  A proof  im- 
pression in  black  from  the  original  die,  and  nine  proofs  in  colour:  blue,  car- 
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Page  34. 


Page  35. 

Page  36. 
Page  37. 

Page  38. 

Page  39. 
Page  40. 

Page  41. 
Page  42. 

Page  43. 


Fig.  28  Fig.  29 

mine,  brown,  reddish  brown,  green,  yellow-brown,  pale  yellow-brown, 
lilac,  pale  lilac. 

b.  Essays  from  the  mother  die  (without  figure  of  value)  of  the  adopted  type, 
in  red-brown,  yellow-brown  (2),  lilac  and  grey-lilac. 

a.  Colour  trial  proofs  for  the  2 Sk.  on  watermarked  paper,  in  green,  deep  blue, 
bright  blue  and  violet  on  greenish-blue  paper,  and  a copy  with  a trial  cancella- 
tion— Copenhagen  numeral  1.  (Scott’s  Type  Oi) 

b.  Colour  trial  proofs;  2 Sk.,  in  bright  blue  (2),  4 Sk.  in  red  (2)  and  16  Sk. 
green. 

1875  Bicolonred  Ore  Issue 


Fig.  30 


“Engraved”  proof  impression  from  the  typographic  dies  for  the  centre  oval, 
without  figure  of  value,  and  frame  (inverted).  In  black  on  vertically  laid 
paper. 

Proof  impressions  in  black  thin  card  from  the  dies  for  the  centre  ovals 
of  all  values:  3,  4,  5,  8,  12,  16,  20,  25,  50  and  100  ore. 

Colour  trial  proofs  of  the  4 ore  on  unwatermarked  paper  in  the  colours 
used  for  other  values.  In  blue  and  grey,  grey  and  blue,  grey  and  carmine, 
grey  and  claret,  gray  and  brown. 

As  last,  in  carmine  and  grey,  grey  and  yellow-green,  brown  and  purple, 
grey  and  yellow-orange.  Also  in  carmine  and  dark  yellow,  an  unused  colour 
combination. 

Colour  trial  proofs  for  the  5 ore  value,  using  the  20  ore  centre  in  blue 
with  frames  in  red-orange,  brownish  red  and  scarlet. 

Colour  trial  plate  proofs  for  the  100  ore,  using  the  12  ore  centre.  Grey 
and  bistre,  grey  and  brownish-yellow,  grey  and  orange.  The  last  is  on  water- 
marked paper. 

Die  proof  of  the  20  ore  in  adopted  colours.  No  watermark. 

Colour  trial  proofs  for  the  25  ore.  Grey  and  red-orange,  grey  and  olive- 
yellow. 

Colour  trial  proofs  for  the  100  ore.  Grey  and  bright  yellow,  grey  and 
reddish  orange.  Both  with  inverted  frames. 
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1882  5 Ore  Essay  by  Pli,  ]Ba  tz 


Fig.  31 

Page  44.  Embossed  prints  from  the  5 ore  die  engraved  on  brass.  In  green,  red  and 

blue  on  coarse  wove  paper,  without  watermark. 

Page  45-  Reprints,  embossed  on  paper  without  watermark.  In  yellow-green,  green, 

carmine,  light  blue,  blue,  olive-grey,  pale  lilac,  lilac  and  brown. 

L.  Tauter’ s pantographed  Arms  type  Essays  of  1882 


Fig.  32  Fig.  33  Fig.  34 

Page  46.  Prints  from  three  slightly  differing  5 ore  dies;  three  in  black  on  thin, 

glazed  card  and  one  in  dull  green  on  wove  paper.  These  essays  differ  from 
the  adopted  Arms  type  in  the  shapes  of  the  lions  and  the  crowns  and  in  the 
details  of  the  corner  ornaments. 

1882  Arms  type  with  small  corner  figures 

(Scott’s  Type  A7) 

Page  47.  N.  Fristrup’s  designs  for  5,  10  and  20  ore  values;  rubbings  from  the  zinc 

plate  used  as  the  basis  for  the  pantographed  dies  measuring  187  x 265  mm. 


# 


Fig.  35 
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Page  48.  Essays  for  the  5 ore  value  in  rose,  carmine,  bright  blue,  blue  and  green 

on  thin  wove  paper.  There  is  a slight  difference  from  the  adopted  type,  the 
top  of  the  figure  5 being  somewhat  shorter. 

Page  49.  Proof  impressions  in  black  from  the  pantographed  original  dies  of  the  5, 

10  and  20  ore  values.  A strip  of  three  with  the  three  different  values,  and 
singles  of  the  separate  values.  Without  figures  of  value  in  the  low’er  part  of  the 
ovals. 

Page  50.  As  last.  A strip  of  three,  in  black,  of  the  three  values,  widely  spaced. 

Also  colour  trial  proofs  of  the  5 ore  in  green  and  in  yellow-green.  With  figures 
of  value  complete. 

1884  Arms  type,  with  large  corner  figures 

Page  51.  Die  proof  of  the  10  ore  in  light  carmine  on  stout  paper,  and  plate  proof 

(block  of  four),  in  a deeper  shade.  The  new  original  die  was  engraeved  by 
Ph.  Batz  and  shows  various  differences  from  the  1882  issue. 


Christian  IX  Types 

Page  52.  Photograph  of  Prof.  Hans  Tegner’s  original  design  for  the  1904  issue, 

bearing  the  endorsement  “Approved,  C.  Svendsen,  6/5  1903.“  Christian  IX, 
“the  father-in-law  of  Europe,”  was  not  portrayed  on  the  stamps  of  Denmark 
until  he  had  reigned  for  41  years,  but  various  essays  of  private  origin  are 
known  showing  the  King’s  portrait. 


Page  53.  Private  essays  showing  portrait  of  Christian  IX,  in  black,  and  in  red  and 

lilac,  red-lilac  and  red,  lilac  and  red,  deep  lilac  and  red.  Said  to  have  been 
produced  about  1867-68,  by  M.  C.  Moller. 


Fig.  37 


Fig.  38 


Fig.  39 


Page  54.  Private  essays,  said  to  have  been  produced  in  1901  by  Alfred  Jacobsen,  for 

a series  of  stamps  with  Christian  IX’s  portrait.  Three  designs,  4,  8 and  16  ore, 
each  in  five  different  colours.  Perforated  and  gummed.  Lithographed. 
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Fig,.  40  Fig.  41  Fig.  42 

Page  55.  Private  essays  of  unknown  origin  and  date  for  a series  of  5 ore  (head  of 

Christian  IX),  10  ore  (Danish  Arms)  and  20  ore  (head  and  shoulders  of 
Christian  IX).  In  black  and  in  red,  with  20  ore  also  in  lilac  and  blue.  Also 
three  values  printed  together,  in  ultramarine  and  in  rose. 

Page  56.  Coloured  reproduction  of  the  original  design  for  the  1904  Christian  IX 

issue. 


Page  57. 

Page  58. 
Page  59. 


Page  60. 


Fig.  43 


Die  proofs  in  black  from  the  mother  die  (without  figure  of  value)  for  the 
1904  series,  engraved  by  Benjamin  Dammon,  of  Paris.  Two  different  states, 
on  thin  wove  paper. 

Die  proof,  in  green,  from  the  mother  die,  without  figure  of  value. 

Die  proof  of  the  10  ore  value,  in  carmine.  (Scott’s  Type  Ail) 

Private  Essays  of  1901 


Fig.  44  Fig.  45 

Private  essays,  believed  to  have  been  produced  by  Alfred  Jacobsen  in  1901 
as  a suggestion  for  a 4 ore  stamp  commemorating  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
first  Danish  postage  stamps.  In  black,  red,  blue,  grey,  deep  blue,  grey-brown 
and  brown.  The  design  is  based  on  the  1851  2 R.  B.  S.  and  the  essays  appear 
to  have  been  prepared  using  the  actual  original  die  of  that  stamp. 

As  last,  but  8 ore  value  based  on  the  1851  fire  r.  b.  s.  In  blue,  vermillion, 
red,  grey,  deep  blue,  grey-brown  and  brown. 


Page  61. 
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1902  Official  Postage  Stamp  Design  Competition 


Fig.  49 


Fig.  50 


Fig.  50.  Tlie  dull  orange  frame  with  light  blue  center  required  two  photos. 

Page  62.  Reproduction  in  colour  of  the  prize  winning  and  successful  essays  sub- 

mitted in  the  1902  Competition  organized  by  the  Postal  Authorities. 


Moyal  Pliilatelic  Society  Comment  on  Proofs 

“On  the  8th  of  the  month  (December)  Lieut.-Colonel  J.  R.  Danson  will  give  a dis- 
play of  the  Essays,  Proofs,  Specimens  and  Colour  Trials  of  Sudan.  One  cannot  help 
noticing  the  keen  competition  and,  therefore,  the  greatly  enhanced  prices  obtained  for  the 
Die  and  Plate  proofs  of  all  British  Colonial  stamps,  especially  those  of  the  Classic  issues. 
Fortunate  are  the  collectors  who  acquired  them  a few  years  ago  when  their  cost  was 
infinitely  less  than  that  ruling  to-day.”  L.  J.  Gilbert-Lodge , Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  Philatelic  Society,  London,  on  his  page  in  the  London  Philatelist , December  1949. 
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First  Postage  Stamp  Essays 


L.  N.  and  M.  Williams,  Editors,  published  a very  informative  article  entitled 
“Before  the  Penny  Black”  in  The  Stamp  Lover,  London,  for  June-July  1945*  As  it  refers 
mostly  to  the  essays  for  the  first  postage  stamp,  the  following  extracts  from  this  article 
will  probably  be  of  interest  to  our  readers. 

Royal  assent  was  given  to  the  Penny  Postage  Bill  on  August  17,  1839.  The  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  instituted  a competition  which  closed  October  15,  1939.  A first  prize  of 
£200  and  a second  prize  of  £100  were  offered  for  the  best  proposal  for  a stamp  to  prepay 
postage.  It  was  known  as  the  Treasury  Competition,  was  open  to  foreigners  as  well  as 
citizens,  so  2600  persons  submitted  suggestions  of  which  ten  per  cent,  included  designs. 


TJie  ‘‘Beaufort  House99  Essays 


The  Small  Whiting  Essay  in  Green 

By  far  the  most  numerous  came  from  Charles  Whiting,  a printer,  of  Beaufort  House, 
Strand,  London.  He  had  made  suggestions  to  the  authorities  for  stamped  envelopes  as 
early  as  1830,  but,  until  the  Treasury  Competition,  his  efforts  had  met  with  no  success. 
Whiting  submitted  about  sixty  designs,  many  of  which  are  still  in  existence. 


Whiting’s  One  Penny  Essay  Whiting’s  % Ounce  Id  Essay 

Another  of  Whiting’s  designs  was  almost  square  in  shape  and  as  its  central  feature 
contained  a large  1 in  an  oval.  Another  about  the  same  size  is  the  p2  ounce  essay.  These 
essays  were  also  in  black  and  red. 

Another  essay  by  Whiting  showed  the  embossed  heads  in  plain  relief  of  Queen 
Victoria  and  Prince  Albert  facing  to  the  left.  The  heads  were  enclosed  in  a circular 
frame,  but  the  essay  did  not  include  any  wording. 

Quite  a simple  essay  was  that  of  R.  W.  Sievier.  The  frame  of  the  design  consisted 
of  a rectangle  with  scalloped  corners,  shaded  by  vertical  lines.  Within  this  frame  was  an 
oval  of  engine-turning  and  in  the  centre  a small  circle  containing  an  embossed  design,  the 
character  of  which  varied  in  individual  essays.  Round  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  circle 
appeared  a tablet  containing  the  words  penny-post  in  uncoloured  letters  on  a solid 
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Whiting  Embossed  Essay 

ground.  This  essay  was  in  blue  and  pink,  blue  and  green  and  also  several  other  colours. 

Sievier  was  an  engraver  of  no  little  merit  and,  in  contrast  with  Whiting,  he  engraved 
his  essay  himself.  In  1841  he  submitted  an  essay  for  an  improved  form  of  postage  stamp, 
but  his  suggestion  was  turned  down. 

One  of  the  most  sought-after  essays  which  was  submitted  for  the  Treasury  Compe- 
tition was  the  famous  essay  of  James  Chalmers , a Dundee  bookseller.  The  essay  had 
been  made  by  Chalmers  in  1837  and  it  was  the  cause  of  the  Chalmers-Hill  controversy, 
for  Chalmers  claimed  to  have  invented  the  adhesive  postage  stamp  three  years  before  the 
idea  occurred  to  Sir  Rowland  Hill. 

The  essay  was  of  a very  simple  character  and  consisted  of  a double-lined  circle  con- 
taining the  words  general  postage  around  the  top  and  one  penny  (or  two  pence) 
around  the  bottom.  The  space  between  the  ends  of  the  words  was  filled  with  orna- 
mental work.  In  the  centre,  in  twro  lines,  appeared  not  ex.  half  an  (or  one)  OZ.-id. 
(or  2D.) 

Several  forms  of  this  essay  are  known,  varying  in  the  type  of  inscription  in  the  centre. 
The  essays  are  cancelled  with  a mark  reading  “dundee,  sept.  24  (or  oct.  7)  39,”  and 
sometimes  also  with  a mark  reading  “used."  Essays  have  been  found  in  black  on  grey 
wove  watermarked  paper,  in  red  on  similar  paper,  in  brick-red  on  buff  paper,  in  pink  on 
white  wove  unwatermarked  paper  and  in  brick-red  on  pale  grey  paper. 

An  essay  of  a very  different  kind  was  submitted  by  Benjamin  Cheverton.  His  essay 
consisted  of  an  embossed  circular  pattern  punched  out  in  the  form  of  lacework.  In  the 
centre  was  the  Royal  monogram  surmounted  by  a crown  and  curved  around  the  bottom 
was  post  office.  The  rest  of  the  design  was  made  up  of  ornamental  work.  The  essay 
was  made  in  a strip  of  five  and  is  consequently  a very  great  rarity.  Four  of  the  speci- 
mens are  contained  in  the  Royal  Collection ; the  other  copy  was  in  the  possession  of  Col. 
A.  S.  Bates  and  realised  £30  at  the  sale  of  his  collection. 

Cheverton  suggested  that  the  stamps  should  be  made  by  passing  narrow  strips  of 
coloured  paper  through  a machine  he  had  invented.  The  machine  consisted  of  two 
cylinders,  one  engraved  in  relief  and  the  other  sunk  in  counterpart.  By  passing  between 
the  cylinders,  the  paper  would  become  embossed  and  it  would  be  a simple  matter  to  run 
off  a great  number  of  impressions  in  a short  time. 

As  a protection  against  forgery,  Cheverton  suggested  that  the  main  feature  of  the 
design  should  be  a head  of  Mercury;  his  reason  for  this  suggestion  was:  “Now  it  so 
happens  that  the  eye  being  educated  to  the  perception  of  the  differences  in  the  features  of 
the  face,  the  detection  of  any  deviation  in  the  forgery  would  be  more  easy — the  difference 
would  strike  an  observer  more  readily  than  in  the  case  of  letters  or  any  more  mechanical 
or  ornamental  device,  although  he  may  be  unable,  perhaps,  to  point  out  where  the  difference 
lies  or  in  what  it  consists.” 
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Best  Known  Whiting  Essay 

Whiting’s  known  essay  consisted  of  an  upright  design,  measuring  approximately  100  x 9 
millimetres  and  containing  five  sections.  It  was  printed  in  black  and  red  and  consisted 
largely  of  engine-turned  patterns,  which  had  been  carried  out  on  the  machine  invented  by 
Sir  William  Congreve,  wTose  widow  Whiting  married. 

The  essay  of  R.  Prosser  was  quite  different  from  those  of  the  other  competitors. 
This  was  a strip  of  paper,  at  the  right  of  which  w’as  printed  “delivery  stamp — 2 oz.’’  and, 
just  to  the  left  of  it,  “2  pence”  and  some  ornamental  wrork.  Instructions  regarding  the 
use  of  the  stamp  wrere  printed  on  the  back  of  the  slip.  The  method  of  cancellation  was 
novel,  for  it  involved  the  tearing  off  of  the  left-hand  part  by  the  postal  clerk,  thus  leaving 
only  the  right-hand  portion  attached  to  the  letter.  Prosser  submitted  a stamp  in  black  for 
one  penny  and  in  blue  for  two  pence.  [The  U.  S.  1861  essay  of  a one  cent  gummed  stamp 
wfith  coupon  without  gum  wTas  a similar  idea  patented  December  26,  1865  by  G.  W. 
Bowlsby  (63E-B).] 
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Am  Entry  From  France 

I he  invitation  extended  to  foreigners  to  enter  the  competition  was  not  without  result, 
although  not  until  comparatively  recently,  when  the  late  Sir  Edward  Bacon  published 
some  notes  in  the  London  Philatelist , did  the  form  of  the  essay  become  known  to  stamp 
collectors. 

An  essay  was  submitted  by  a Frenchman,  A.  G.  Boilleau,  and  was  enclosed  in  a 
printed  booklet,  the  title  of  which  read,  “Memoire  sur  de  Reduction  du  Tarif  des  Lettres 
au  droit  Uniform  un  Penny,  et  sur  le  Mode  d’Execution  le  plus  Applicable  a ce  Systeme.” 

1 he  booklet  contained  fifty-one  pages  and  at  the  back  there  was  a specimen  envelope. 
Within  the  book  were  two  specimens  of  the  essay,  which  the  author  proposed  should  be 
printed  on  the  envelope.  The  essay,  which  was  rectangular,  had  the  word  “paris”  at  the 
top  and  “mars”  at  the  bottom.  In  the  centre  was  “50  CMEs” ; each  corner  contained  one 
figure  of  the  year  1838.  The  design  was  embossed  in  colorless  relief  but  the  value  in  the 
centre  had  been  gone  over  in  black  ink. 

In  addition  to  the  essays  which  have  been  mentioned  there  were  others  by  George 
Dickinsonj  James  Bogardus , F.  Coffin,  William  Oldham,  Pewtress,  Low  & Pewtress, 
besides  a host  of  essays  which  were  submitted  anonymously  or  whose  authors’  names  are 
unknown. 

After  much  consideration,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  decided  to  award  £100  each  to 
Bogardus  and  Coffin,  Cheverton,  Whiting,  and  Henry  Cole,  who  was  later  to  become  Sir 
Rowland  Hill’s  assistant  at  the  Post  Office. 

Despite  the  number  and  variety  of  essays  submitted,  Sir  Rowland  Hill  did  not  con- 
sider any  of  them  to  be  suitable  for  use  as  a postage  stamp.  It  wras  not  until  he  collab- 
orated with  Cheverton  and  Cole,  and  later  with  Wyon,  Corbould  and  Heath,  that  a 
design  was  evolved  which  has  become  famous  as  the  “Penny  Black.” 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the  adopted  design  was  the  actual  work  of  Cheverton  or  Hill, 
but  it  seems  that  Hill  suggested  or  roughly  sketched  the  design  which  Cheverton  amplified. 
There  is  in  existence  a “Plan  for  Penny  Postage”  by  Benjamin  Cheverton  which  contains 
the  original  rough  drawing  of  the  proposed  one  penny  postage  stamp,  consisting  of  two 
sketches,  O one  rough,  the  other  more  elaborate  and  very  similar  to  the  issued  stamp. 
Beneath  the  design  is  a signature,  “Rowland  Hill,”  and  at  the  left  corner  of  the  sheet  is 
Cheverton’s  name  and  address. 

There  have  been  several  instances  of  reprints  being  made  of  essays  submitted  for  the 
Treasury  Competition.  One  of  the  first  reprintings  wras  of  some  of  Whiting’s  designs, 
which  were  reproduced  in  the  original  colours,  a sheet  of  which  was  presented  as  a sup- 
plement to  the  Art  Union  Monthly  Journal  for  1st  June,  1848.  This  supplement  was 
presented  not  on  account  of  its  philatelic  interest,  but  as  an  example  of  the  art  of  embossing 
in  relief  against  a coloured  ground  and  of  printing  by  the  Congreve  system. 

Other  reprints  of  Whiting’s  essays  were  made  about  1862-63.  The  increasing  atten- 
tion paid  by  philatelists  to  essays  submitted  for  the  Treasury  Competition,  and  the  resulting 
demand  for  specimens,  induced  Whiting  to  make  reprints  of  his  designs.  The  colors  of  the 
reprints  differ  from  those  of  the  originals  and  are  more  vivid.  Soon  after  the  reprints  were 
made  the  plates  were  destroyed  in  a fire  which  ravaged  Beaufort  House. 

In  March,  1840,  an  article  on  the  proposed  method  of  the  prepayment  of  postage  by 
means  of  stamps  was  published  in  the  London  and  Westminster  Review.  The  article  was 
illustrated  with  specimens  of  proposals  by  Whiting,  Perkins  and  Sievier.  Sievier’s  essay 
was  reproduced  in  color,  together  with  a description  of  his  proposal  for  manufacturing  the 
stamps. 


(l)This  was  in  the  Colonel  Bates  collection  sold  December  3,  1934  by  H.  R.  Harmer  and  was  illus- 
trated in  the  sale  catalog.  Editor. 
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Prince  Edward  Island  1893  Proofs 

The  1861-68  and  1872  issues  of  Prince  Edward  Island  postage  stamps (A)  were  en- 
graved by  the  firm  of  Charles  Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand,  London.  Electrotypes 
were  made  from  the  dies  and  the  stamps  were  typographed.  Some  of  the  dies  and  plates 
are  owned  by  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society  having  been  bought  after  the  dissolution  sale  by 
J.  A.  Tilleard  who  wrote  a series  of  articles  published  in  the  London  Philatelist  from 
January  to  June  1893.  Reprints  from  the  typographed  dies  and  plates  in  black  appeared  as 
illustrations  of  Mr.  Tilleard’s  article.  They  are  on  a faint  cream  glazed  wove  paper  .0075" 
thick.  The  pages  seen  measure  190  X 276  mm.  Some  of  these  pages  have  been  cut  up 
as  a 12  cents  black  single  on  this  thick  glazed  paper  has  been  seen.  The  gutters  of  the 
plate  proofs  are  all  clear.  Mr.  Tilleard  had  three  sets  of  proofs  made  in  1893  for  himself, 
but  whether  these  were  black  or  in  colors  is  not  stated. 

These  1893  proofs  on  thick  glazed  paper  should  not  be  confused  with  those  on  faint 
cream  thin  wove  paper  .003"  thick  proofs  of  which  the  1 cent  black  T.  C.  plate  proof 
exists.  The  proofs  of  the  1 cent  black  seen  on  this  paper  show  some  ink  in  the  gutters  and 
spaces  between  the  individual  electrotypes. 

Mr.  Tilleard  wrote  that  a part  sheet  of  12c  imperforate  proofs  on  stamp  paper  not 
gummed  was  found  with  the  electrotypes  and  that  all  the  imperforates  on  stamp  paper  are 
no  doubt  proofs. 

The  first  page  with  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND”  at  bottom  contains  at  the  top 
a solid  color  print  51  X 50.5  mm  with  printed  below  “Proof  from  original  engraved  plate 
of  head  for  Pence  Issue.”  In  the  center  is  a solid  color  border  print  63.5  X 64  mm.  with 
printed  below  “Proof  from  original  sketch  on  copper  of  head  for  Cents  Issue.”  At  the 
bottom  is  a solid  color  border  print  50  X 51  mm.  with  printed  below  “ Proof  from  original 
die  of  unused  design.”  The  design  20  X 23  mm.  contains  no  lettering,  a solid  color  oval 
about  the  Queen’s  head  vignette  on  geometric  lathework  and  a solid  color  label  at  the  bottom 
below  an  overall  lathework  background.  This  page  sold  at  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  N.  Y. 
Sale,  June  28,  1944  for  $10.00. 

The  second  page  has  printed  at  the  bottom  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND  Proofs 
from  dies  of  the  Pence  Issue.”  At  the  top  is  a solid  color  border  print  49.5  X 50.5  mm. 
with  the  one  penny  design  with  a colorless  frame  23  X 27  mm.  In  the  center  are  similar 
size  prints  side  by  side  of  the  two  pence  and  three  pence  designs  and  at  the  bottom  a similar 
size  print  of  the  nine  pence.  This  page  sold  at  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale,  June  28, 
1944  for  $10.00. 

The  third  page  is  printed  on  its  left  side  with  title  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 
Proof  from  original  plate  of  Twopence  value.”  The  plate  contains  10  X 6=60  stamp 
designs  and  sold  at  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale  June  28,  1944  f°r  $57-5°- 

The  fourth  page  is  entitled  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND  Proof  from  original  plate 
of  Fourpence  value.”  The  plate  contains  5 X 6=30  stamp  designs  and  sold  at  Harmer, 
Rooke  & Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale,  June  28,  1944  for  $25.00. 

The  fifth  page  is  entitled  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND  Proofs  from  dies  of  stamps 
of  Cents  Issue.”  At  the  top  is  a solid  color  border  print  62.5  x 63  mm.  with  design  of  the 
1 cent  stamp  on  a colorless  background  23  X 26  mm.  In  the  left  center  is  a solid  color 
print  63  X 62.5  mm.  of  the  3 cents  on  a colorless  background  23  X 26.5  mm.  and  5 mm. 
to  the  right  center  a solid  color  border  print  63  X 63  mm.  with  design  of  the  4 cents  on  a 
colorless  background  23.5  X 27.5  mm.  At  the  bottom  is  a solid  color  border  print  64  X 64 
mm.  with  design  of  the  6 cents  on  a colorless  background  24  x 27.5  mm.  This  page  of  four 
designs  sold  in  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale,  June  28,  1944  for  $6.50. 

The  sixth  page  is  entitled  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND.  Proof  from  original 
plate  of  Three  Cents  value.”  It  contains  5 X 10=150  designs  and  sold  at  Harmer,  Rooke 
& Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale,  June  28,  1944  for  $41.00. 


(A)  The  Regent  Stamp  Catalogue,  1935,  p.  100,  101. 
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l he  seventh  page  is  printed  on  its  left  side  and  titled  “PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 
Proof  fr  om  original  plate  of  Twelve  Cents  Value.”  It  contains  10  X 5=60  designs  and 
sold  at  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale,  June  28,  1944  for  $41.00. 


Guide  Limes  to  tlie  Pemmy  Black 

A Review  by  the  Editor 

“Guide  Lines  to  the  Penny  Black”  by  P.  C.  Litchfield,  224  pages,  illustrated  and 
hound  in  black  cloth  with  gold  lettering.  Published  November  14,  1949  by  Robson  Lowe 
Ltd.  Obtainable  from  Robson  Lowe  Inc.,  215  S.  15th  St.,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa.  Price 
25  shillings. 

P.  C.  Litchfield  is  a great  student  of  the  first  postage  stamp,  which  was  issued  by 
Great  Britain  on  May  6,  1940.  This  penny  black  stamp  was  produced  by  Perkins,  Bacon 
& Co.  Both  Jacob  Perkins  and  his  son-in-law  Joshua  Butlers  Bacon  were  Americans 
from  Philadelphia  who  went  to  London  in  1819  and  1821  respectively  (1)  and  formed  the 
engraving  firm  that  after  1840  produced  so  many  of  the  beautiful  stamps  of  Great  Britain 
and  its  colonies.  Even  the  engine  turned  colorless  lines  of  the  frame  and  background  of 
this  stamp  was  no  doubt  the  work  of  Asa  Spencer  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  transfer  relief 
from  this  die  which  he  probably  took  to  London  when  he  went  with  Perkins  in  1819. (2) 
The  hardened  steel  die  and  transfer  roll,  which  made  possible  duplication  of  240  replicas 
on  the  plate,  was  Perkins’  American  invention,  without  which  duplicate  engravings  for  a 
stamp  plate  would  not  have  been  possible.  Charles  Heath  and  his  son  Frederic  Heath  of 
London  line-engraved  the  head.  Americans  can  therefore  share  with  Englishmen  their 
pride  in  this  most  beautiful  stamp. 

This  book  illustrates  the  City  Medal  with  the  head  of  Queen  Victoria  cameo  engraved 
by  William  Wyon,  from  which  Henry  Corbould  made  a water  color  drawing  for  Perkins, 
Bacon  & Co.  Water  color  drawing  essays  of  the  design  are  also  illustrated,  as  is  a proof 
sheet  from  the  first  full  plate  of  240  designs  printed  from  the  plate  before  the  check 
letters  were  punched  into  the  lower  corners  of  each  subject. 

The  general  process  of  preparing  the  plates  is  described  in  the  Introduction  and  the 
hook  thence  is  entirely  concerned  with  the  plate  varieties  from  the  eleven  plates  used  for 
the  black  stamp.  Over  28,000,000  of  these  stamps  were  printed  and  about  ten  per  cent 
survive.  Plating  students  of  this  stamp  will  find  all  the  identification  marks  for  2880 
plate  positions  described  and  illustrated  in  the  224  pages  that  follow. 


George  L.  Toppam 

He  was  one  of  the  three  authors  of  “Revenue  Stamps  of  the  Linked  States”  (1899), 
called  the  Boston  Revenue  Book,  and  also  of  “A  Tentative  Check  List  of  the  Proofs  of 
Adhesive  Postage  and  Revenue  Stamps  of  the  U.  S.”  (1904),  a book  about  8 x 11  inches 
with  tables  of  existing  proofs  in  normal  and  trial  colors,  including  Private  Proprietary 
Revenues.  It  was  his  practice  to  keep  manuscript  records,  in  an  exceptionally  beautiful 
Spencerian  handwriting,  of  every  unusual  essay  or  proof  that  he  saw.  The  Editor  now 
has  12  of  these  7 x 8j4  inch  80-page  note  books,  the  highest  number  being  Vol.  XXXVII. 
These  notes  are  illustrated  with  photos,  and  a few  sketches,  of  essays  and  list  all  colors 
seen,  with  detailed  descriptions  of  the  designs.  These  sections  of  the  Editor’s  collection 
are  “Essays  and  Proofs  of  U.  S.  Adhesive  Stamps,”  “U.  S.  Revenues”  illustrating  some 
that  he  has  not  seen,  “U.  S.  Envelopes”  illustrating  essays,  and  “U.  S.  Postal  Card 
Essays  and  Proofs”  which  lists  many  colors  not  recently  seen,  as  may  he  noted  by  the 
credit  to  Toppan  in  the  series  of  articles  on  U.  S.  Postal  cards  that  are  being  published  in 
the  Essay  Proof  Journal. 


( 1 ) See  Collectors  Club  Philatelist,  April,  1938,  Historical  Catalog  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

(2)  See  Essay  Proof  Journal,  No.  5,  page  4. 
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The  Guatemala  1866  Essay 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Italics  are  by  the  author  for  emphasis.) 


2E-A 


“The  first  report  that  the  Republic  of  Guatemala  had  decided  to  issue  postage  stamps 
was  published  in  a French  daily  newspaper.  T owards  the  end  of  October  1866,  UEvene- 
ment  ran  an  article  about  the  manufacture  of  stamps  in  the  French  Government  Printing 
Office.  Among  other  matters  this  contained  the  statement  that  Mr.  Hulot  was  then  occupied 
with  the  preliminary  work  on  an  issue  for  the  Republic  of  Guatemala.  This  article  was 
reprinted  in  November  1866  by  Le  Timbre-P oste , with  special  comment  on  the  remarks 
about  Guatemala.”  This  is  a translation  by  Dr.  S.  G.  Rich  from  Kohl  H andbook , Vol. 
3,  pp.  88-89,  written  by  Dr.  Munk  who  continues  with  an  illustration  of  the  Boston  essay: 

“In  the  spring  of  1867,  there  were  circulating  in  England,  and  directly  after  that  in 
France,  proofs  of  an  ostensible  issue  of  stamps  of  Guatemala  (as  illustrated  herewith). 
These  were  reported  for  the  first  time  in  The  Stamp  Collectors  Magazine  of  May  1, 
1867,  and  shortly  thereafter  in  Le  Timbre-P  oste  and  Le  Timbrophile.  These  notices  gave 
rise  to  an  exchange  of  some  slight  bitterness  between  Moens  and  Mahe.  Although  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  bring  these  essays  into  some  connection  with  the  Paris  issue 
then  in  early  stages  of  preparation,  they  appeared  in  both  journals  as  suspicious  from  the 
start.” 

This  beautifully  engraved  design  from  Boston  was  announced  as  a new  stamp  shortly 
prior  to  May,  1867,  by  M.  Moens  in  the  French  philatelic  journal  Le  Collectionneur  de 
Timbre  Poste,  which  reported  having  seen  “proofs”  in  black,  olive,  green  and  brown.  The 
English  Stamp  Collectors  Magazine  for  May,  1867,  repeated  the  news  and  the  editor 
acclaimed  the  beauty  of  the  design  as  “elegant”  and  “singularly  effective.”  He  wrote 
appreciatively  of  the  appropriate  vignette  depicting  the  1522  arrival  of  Spaniards  [proba- 
bly Pedro  de  Alvardo]  in  Guatemala.  The  engraving  was  wrongly  conjectured  as  being 
the  work  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

However,  on  April  15,  1867,  Pierre  Mahe,  editor  of  Le  Timbrophile,  published  from 
an  official  source  “T  he  type  of  stamps  that  should  he  issued  at  Guatemala  are  now  at  the 
moment  being  engraved  in  the  Hotel  des  Monnaies  at  Paris.  We  cannot  today  tell  it, 
but  we  hope  soon  to  give  our  readers  more  full  details."  This  was  repeated  in  The 
Stamp  Collectors  M agazine , which  said  of  the  American  design:  “Should  it  indeed  turn 
out,  as  we  fear  it  may,  that  these  exquisitely  beautiful  impressions  are  but  essays,  it  will 
he  interesting  to  learn  the  history  of  their  birth.  If  they  prove  to  be  shams,  they  will,  at 
any  rate,  be  the  handsomest  of  the  genus,  and  worthy  to  he  real  stamps.” 
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The  Boston  essay  was  then  thought,  by  the  French,  to  be  of  English  origin.  In  the 
November  1867  Timbre  Poste  it  was  well  illustrated,  but  questioned  as  a stamp  because 
“One  type  printed  in  various  colors,  black,  brown,  green,  etc.  appeared  first  as  essays; 
then  the  adopted  shade,  i.  e.,  the  olive-green,  is  actually  perforated,  but  cancelled  not  one 
has  appeared.  These  stamps  are  the  wTork  of  a speculation  on  the  collectors’  bourse.” 

In  the  Joseph  Mandos  collection  there  is  a 1 centavo  black  trial  color  print  of  the 
die  design  as  issued  in  1871,  but  this  then  essay  prepared  by  M.  Hulot  and  presented  to 
the  Minister  from  Guatemala  is  handstamp  dated  Nov.  12,  1866!  He  also  has  a small 
sheet  of  twelve  essays  of  this  French  design  in  bistre-brown  on  wTove  paper,  in  three  rows 
of  four  5c,  ioc  and  20c.  The  three  numerals  are  all  different  in  each  of  the  four  designs 
of  each  value,  indicating  hand  engraving  on  a transferred  frame.  The  fourth  design  in 
the  top  row  of  5c  is  with  blank  value,  and  the  first  design  in  the  bottom  row  of  20c  is 
inverted.  This  miniature  sheet,  which  also  exists  in  blue,  green  and  rose,  was  probably 
essayed,  and  the  designs  of  certain  positions  later  were  used  as  master  dies  for  the  plates. 
The  French  typographed  ‘‘essay’’  was  reported  in  a blue  sheet  of  100  in  the  Stamp  Col- 
lectors Magazine  of  December,  1867,  as  having  been  printed  “sometime.” 

Dr.  Herbert  Munk  in  Kohl  Brief marken  H andbuch  11  Auflage , Band  IV,  p.  88, 
states  “Actually  the  Guatemala  government  published  a decree  already  on  May  31,  1866, 
providing  for  postage  stamps  to  be  manufactured  in  Europe.”  This  decree  has  been  pub- 
lished in  full  in  Revista  Filatelica  Centro  Americana  for  November  1,  1942,  and  although 
it  authorizes  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  to  have  stamps  prepared  of  the  value  of 
ic,  5c,  ioc  and  20c,  it  does  not  contain  any  order  or  mention  of  where,  or  by  whom,  they 
were  to  be  prepared.  The  word  “Europa,”  which  occurs  once  in  this  decree,  refers  to  the 
rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  Europe,  so  Dr.  Munk’s  statement  is  obviously  a misreading. 

The  Boston  essay  also  probably  was  from  a plate  as  most  of  those  seen  are  stamp 
size.  That  stamps  for  Guatemala  were  then  (1866)  under  consideration  is  evident  from 
the  two  essays  being  prepared  in  Boston  and  Paris  about  the  same  time.  But  the  first 
actual  Guatemala  stamps  were  not  issued  until  four  years  later,  in  1871  according  to 
Scott’s  Catalog,  when  the  French  typographed  essay  by  M.  Hulot  became  a proof  by 
approval  and  issuing  of  stamps.  Perhaps  some  student  of  Guatemala  history  can  tell  us 
wrhy  it  took  so  long.  In  “Notes  on  the  Stamps  of  Guatemala,  1871  to  1881”  by  J.  M. 
R.  Albrecht,  published  in  the  London  Philatelist,  March  1927,  may  be  found  the  official 
decree(1)  of  December  27,  1870,  authorizing  the  ic,  5c,  ioc  and  20c  postage  stamps  “for 
the  prepayment  of  postage  on  letters,”  wfith  a description  of  the  French  design  and  naming 
the  colors.  The  stamps  were  issued  in  twTo  panes  of  150  each.  After  a decision  to  awTard 
the  contract  the  unsuccessful  Boston  essay  might,  as  frequently  was  the  custom,  have 
become  available  to  stamp  collectors. 

Ferdinand  Trifet,  a stamp  dealer  of  20  State  St.,  Boston,  stated  in  The  American 
Stamp  Mercury  for  June  1869,  that  “At  first  [June  1867]  Mr.  [S.  Allan]  Taylor  had 
proofs,  in  four  or  five  colors,  and  stated  to  the  persons  he  sold  them  to,  that  he  did  not 
know  wffiich  color  would  be  adopted.  Shortly  after,  the  stamp  appeared  properly  gummed 
and  perforated.  In  this  stamp  I had  at  first  some  confidence,  hut  not  enough  to  state  to 
any  one  that  it  was  a genuine  stamp.”  (Italics  by  this  editor.) 

It  was  of  course  possible  that  Taylor  obtained  the  Guatemala  essays  in  regular  trade, 
and  Trifet’s  quotation  of  Taylor  may  have  been  a true  statement,  as  his  possession  of 
essays  was  before  the  actual  stamp  produced  in  France  was  issued.  Similar  Boston  essays 
had  been  seen  in  Paris  even  before,  or  about  the  same  time. 

The  French  essays  were  not  announced  in  the  American  Stamp  iMercury,  of  which 
Trifet  was  the  editor,  until  January  25,  1868,  when  the  following  notice  appeared: 
“Guatemala — We  have  received  from  Paris,  some  Essays  said  to  be  the  genuine  ones  for 
this  country;  as  we  are  not  certain  of  it  we  will  wait  further  developments." 


( 3 ) Originally  published  in  Le  Timbre  Poste,  March,  1875. 
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In  the  May  1868  Mercury  there  appeared  this  short  letter  with  the  caption,  “the 
Guatemala  stamp.’’  Note  the  word  stamp,  not  essay. 

“To  the  Editor  of  the  American  Stamp  Mercury. 

The  five  centavos  stamp  brown,  once  sold  for  genuine  can  now  be  authentically  stated  to  be  Bogus. 
It  was  engraved  on  steel  by  Mr.  J.  A.  J.  Wilcox,  of  Boston,  for  J.  Holland  [a  name  for  the 
occasion  no  doubt — -Ed.]  at  the  time  supposed  by  the  engraver  to  be  under  Government  authority,  but 
since  he  has  reason  to  believe,  for  the  purpose  of  sale  to  Stamp  Collectors. 

E.  L.  S.— 

Boston,  Mass.,  April  24,  186S.” 

F.  Trifet  wrote  in  June  1869,  that  “E.  L.  S. — ” was  Dr.  E.  L.  Sturtevant,  of  Fram- 
ingham. Also  that  as  a stamp  dealer — “I  have  had  frequent  calls  from  Europe  for  them 
[Guatemalas]  ; and  once  being  pressed  for  some,  I obtained  and  sent  to  Mr.  Julius  Goldner 
two  dozen,  which  were  returned  by  him,  he  having  no  doubt,  found  out  their  true  char- 
acter. The  person  of  whom  I got  them  in  this  city  charged  me  1 dollar  currency  for  the 
two  do^en,  which  you  will  perceive,  is  less  than  their  facial  value.”  By  that  time  the 
“true  character”  was  known,  that  they  were  not  issued  stamps.  As  essays  the  price  at 
that  time  might  well  have  been  below  face  value. 

The  Boston  Directory  for  1866  and  1867  lists  “J.  A.  J.  Wilcox,  engraver,  house  148 
H arrison  Ave.”;  and  in  1868  he  had  moved  his  residence  to  228  Washington  St.  He  is 
not  listed  in  these  three  directories  as  having  any  business  address,  and  he  is  not  listed  in 
the  business  section  under  Engravers.  Probably  he  worked  for  some  firm  of  engravers, 
although  Dr.  Sturtevant’s  letter  implies  that  Wilcox  produced  the  engraving  personally. 

Editor  Trifet’s  insertion,  in  Dr.  Sturtevant’s  letter,  of  doubt  as  to  the  name  J.  Hol- 
land, caused  a search  that  reveals  sixteen  J.  Holland’s  in  the  1866  Boston  Directory. 
John  C.  Holland,  printer,  45  Water  St.,  was  one  of  those  listed.  In  those  early  days  of 
stamps  it  was  not  unusual  for  stationers,  printers  and  others  to  try  to  obtain  contracts  for 
postage  stamps  from  Latin  American  countries  and  even  the  United  States,  by  submit- 
ting essays  by  engravers  they  employed.  N.  F.  Seebeck,  H.  R.  Elliott  & Co.  and  George 
Reay,  stationers,  were  successful  stamp  contractors.  Consequently  there  appears  so  far 
no  evidence  to  doubt  these  Guatemala’s  as  essays,  but  of  course  they  were  not  issued  as 
stamps. 

In  “The  Boston  Forgery”  story  by  W.  J.  Eckhardt  in  Stamps  of  February  21,  1948, 
about  the  infamous  Hawaii  13c  forgery,  he  gives  prominence  to  an  illustration  of  this 
Guatemala  design  with  faked  cancellations,  and  begins  his  Hawaii  story  with  a discussion 
of  the  Guatemala.  He  wrote  a fantastic  tale,  without  documentation  of  the  source  of  his 
information,  which  cannot  be  personal  knowledge.  It  is  so  imaginary  in  detail  that, 
although  much  doubting  its  accuracy,  it  is  quoted  here.  We  have  seen  about  25  of  these 
Guatemalas  but  not  one  with  the  imprint  of  The  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  severely 
question  that  it  exists. 

Now  we  must  return  to  the  year  1867.  It  was  in  the  late  spring  that  a youth  and  a middle-aged 
man  entered  the  front  office  of  the  Holland  Printing  Company  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  The  youth, 
allegedly  one  Charley  Lyford, — unfastidious  apprentice  of  S.  Allan  Taylor,  introduced  his  companion 
as  Don  Alberto  de  Bario,  a Grandee  of  Guatemala.  Don  Alberto,  he  informed  the  bowing  proprietor, 
was  the  representative  of  the  Guatemalan  government.  Regretably,  Don  Alberto  could  not  speak 
English,  so  while  Mr.  Holland  escorted  the  two  visitors  about  his  plant,  Lyford  translated  his  remarks. 
Don  Alberto  soon  reached  a decision.  The  Holland  Company  was  to  have  the  honor  of  manufacturing 
the  first  postage  stamp  of  Guatemala.  He  promptly  produced  a design,  picturing  a ship  anchored  in  a 
bay,  and  requested  that  all  future  arrangements  be  made  through  Lyford.  Holland  in  turn  took  the 
design  to  J.  A.  J.  Wilcox,  who  engraved  (he  5 centavos  stamp  on  steel.  Oddly  enough,  Lyford 
persuaded  the  engraver  to  add  the  imprint  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  to  the  design. 

About  this  time  the  nefarious  productions  of  S.  Allan  Taylor,  and  a few  collaborators, 
including  Trifet  in  one  case  before  he  reformed  on  June  20,  1867,  caused  such  concern 
among  collectors  that  the  Stamp  Collectors  Magazine  of  England  started  a strenuous 
campaign  to  expose  the  “Boston  Gang,”  in  issue  after  issue.  In  resentment  F.  Trifet 
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wrote  them  a lengthy  letter,  which  was  published  in  his  Mercury.  It  gave  full  details 
of  his  connections  with  a half  dozen  items  previously  claimed  by  some  as  issued  stamps, 
including  this  one  of  Guatemala  which  thus  became  involved.  In  reading  it  one  cannot 
help  but  believe  it  is  a true  statement  of  facts,  although  Trifet  took  great  pains  to  prove 
his  own  integrity  at  the  expense  of  the  Guatemala  essay,  and  the  others.  One  of  these 
half  dozen  items  was  the  Canada  brown  on  buff  engraved  envelope  essay  that  Dr.  J.  A. 
Petrie,  then  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  had  claimed  to  have  obtained  from  Mr.  Nesbit,  the  New 
York  envelope-stamp  contractor.  Correspondence  recently  published  in  W.  S.  Boggs’ 
Canada  book  now  clears  this  as  a Nesbit  essay  officially  made  for  Rawdon,  Wright  and 
Hatch  and  essayed  under  their  contract  for  Canada  postage  stamps.  Another  one  of  the 
six  items  was  a Paraguay,  which  is  said  to  be  a beautiful  engraving.  Thus  at  least  three 
of  the  six  questionable  as  stamps  were  well  engraved,  and  each,  including  the  Guatemala, 
would  have  required  at  least  a month’s  time  by  expert  engravers. 

S.  Allan  Taylor 

Most  of  us  know  of  the  facsimile  emissions  by  S.  Allan  Taylor,  a stamp  dealer  then 
of  3 Cornhill  Court,  Boston.  His  advertisement  of  32  packets  illustrated  in  the  Collectors 
Club  Philatelist  for  June,  1949  lists  18  packets  of  foreign  stamps,  4 packets  of  U.  S. 
Locals  up  to  350  varieties  for  $3,  and  100  varieties  of  Confederate  facsimiles  for  25  cents. 
Of  six  offerings  of  U.  S.  Locals  he  “warranted  genuine”  three  of  them.  Taylor  was 
listed  in  the  Boston  Directory  as  a dealer  in  foreign  stamps. 

S.  Allan  Taylor’s  many  counterfeits,  so  far  as  identified,  were  quickly  and  cheaply 
made  woodcuts  and  not  expensive  steel  engravings  such  as  the  Guatemala,  Paraguay  and 
Canada  essays.  The  advertised  prices  of  Taylor’s  packets  of  “facsimiles,”  containing  a 
large  number  of  fake  woodcuts,  was  so  low,  from  25  cents  for  100  Confederates  up  to  $3 
for  350  varieties  of  U.  S.  locals,  that  it  does  not  seem  reasonable  that  he  could  have  af- 
forded the  expense,  or  time,  to  make  steel  engravings  of  the  highest  quality  at  those  prices, 
to  sell  to  stamp  collectors  only.  Taylor’s  list  includes  no  facsimiles  of  foreign  stamps, 
unless  the  125  varieties  of  Hamburg  Locals  for  25  cents  are  “facsimiles.” 

The  Boston  Directory  for  1866  listed  “Taylor,  S.  Allan,  foreign  postage  stamps,  3 
Cornhill  Court,  house  at  Chelsea.”  J.  Perkins,  engraver,  was  then  also  at  4 Cornhill 
Court,  and  an  expert  line  engraver.  In  1867  Taylor’s  house  was  at  108  Spring  St.  and  his 
office  was  at  81  Washington  St.  Also  listed  at  81  Washington  St.  that  year  is  “Taylor 
(James  L.)  and  Adams  (Thomas  W.),  wood  engravers.”  In  1866  this  firm  had  been  at 
29  Joys  Building.  It  is  fairly  surmisable  that  James  L.  Taylor,  the  wood  engraver  of 
this  firm,  may  have  been  a relative  of  S.  Allan  Taylor,  the  woodcut  stamp  faker.  In  1867 
both  Taylor’s  moved  their  offices  into  the  same  building.  If  so,  the  many  woodcut  fake 
stamps  sold  by  S.  Allan  Taylor  may  have  been  produced  by  Taylor  and  Adams,  woodcut 
engravers,  in  the  same  building. 

But  such  circumstantial  evidence  does  not  connect  S.  Allan  Taylor  with  the  pro- 
duction of  the  beautiful  Guatemala  steel  engraving,  as  some  have  claimed,  probably 
because  it  was  engraved  in  Boston  about  the  same  time.  That  Taylor,  as  a Boston  stamp 
dealer,  had  and  sold  a few  of  these  Guatemala  essays,  before  it  was  known  that  they  were 
not  regular  stamps,  does  not  appear  as  clear  evidence  that  he  had  them  made. 


The  confusion  between  unaccepted  Guatemala  essays  and  regular  stamps,  due  to  lack 
of  definite  information  when  first  announced  in  philatelic  publications,  coupled  with  the 
campaign  against  all  then  current  Boston  philatelic  productions,  led  to  a lot  of  philatelic 
publicity  condemning  them  as  fake  stamps.  The  late  Fred  J.  Melville  in  his  “Phantom 
Philately,”  published  in  The  Stamp  Lover  (England)  for  May  1919,  included  this  Guate- 
mala as  a fake  stamp.  His  writing  summed  up  the  story  from  the  uninformed  articles  that 
had  appeared  in  French,  English  and  American  philatelic  journals  in  the  1860’s.  It  was 
from  the  bibliography  there  given,  and  my  later  research  in  the  Library  of  The  Collectors 
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Club  with  the  kind  translations  by  several  members,  that  led  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
Guatemala  design  is  an  essay  (as  suggested  by  Dr.  Munk)  and  not  a fake  stamp.  Mr. 
Melville  wrote  that  the  Guatemala  design  was  so  popular  that  poor  imitation  lithographs 
were  later  made  in  black,  dull  yellow-brown,  and  green,  imperforate,  for  stamp  collectors. 
We  have  seen  lithographs  without  the  outer  frame  line  except  at  the  right,  printed  in 
black  on  yellowish-white,  pink,  yellow,  green  and  gray-blue  wove  papers,  some  with  gum 
and  all  with  faked  black  small  circular  postmarks. 

W.  J.  Eckhardt  in  “The  Boston  Forgery”  published  in  Stamps  for  February  21,  1948, 
states  that  these  fakes  are  by  Philip  Spiro,  of  Hamburg. 

This  Boston  Guatemala  1866  2E-A  engraved  5 cent  essay  has  been  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing varieties  for  recording;  other  varieties  also  exist.  Glazed  paper  varieties  were  also 
reported  in  contemporaneous  foreign  philatelic  journals. 

a.  _ Die  essay  on  thick  white  wove  paper  28  x 34  mm  5 i/o  deep  o-o-red,  37  m/i  dim 

dusky  green. 

b.  Plate  (?)  essay  on  white  wove  paper  .004,/  thick  stamp  size  imperforate:  33  m/i  dim 

dusky  g-y-green. 

c.  Plate  (?)  essay  on  white  wove  paper  .004”  thick  perforated  12: 

15  m/i  dim  dusky  y-orange  (brown),  33  m/i  dim  dusky  g-y-green, 

37  m/i  d im  dusky  green. 


U.  S.  Frank  for  Free  Postage  Essay 

In  the  October  Journal  No.  24,  page  228,  there  was  illustrated  and  described,  for 
the  first  time  published,  a U.  S.  bicolor  essay  O122E  for  an  Armed  Forces  Postage  Free 
stamp.  With  our  permission  and  loan  of  the  cut  it  was  mentioned  by  Harry  Weiss, 
Editor,  in  Philatelic  Gossip  for  December  31,  1949.  Ernest  A.  Kehr,  stamp  editor  of  the 
New  York  Herald-Tribune  then  wrote  some  additional  details  to  Mr.  Weiss  in  the  letter 
reproduced  here  from  a copy  Mr.  Kehr  kindly  sent  the  Journal  editor. 

Mr.  Harry  Weiss,  Editor, 

Weekly  Philatelic  Gossip, 

Holton,  Kansas. 

Dear  Harry: 

I have  just  seen  your  “Inside  Straight”  for  Dec.  31,  and  was  interested  in  what  you  had  to  say  about 
the  Edward  R.  Grove  essay  for  the  Free  stamp  and  feel  I can  fill  in  a few  details. 

First  mention  of  this  particular  design  was  made  by  James  Waldo  Fawcett  in  the  Washington  Sunday 
Star  early  during  the  war,  at  a time  when  there  was  considerable  talk  about  means  of  franking  with 
adhesives  the  mail  of  our  armed  services.  Indeed,  several  individuals  prepared  such  “free”  adhesives  and 
used  them,  as  you  may  recall,  until  the  Post  Office  Department  put  a halt  to  it. 

Mr.  Edward  R.  Grove  was  at  that  time  an  employee  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing — 
and  was  at  least  until  1947,  when  he  was  one  of  the  engravers  at  the  Government  display  at  CIPEX. 
In  an  effort  to  give  the  Government  a suitable  design,  he  worked  on  his  own  time  in  designing  this  par- 
ticular die  as  illustrated.  It  subsequently  was  submitted  as  an  idea  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  but 
nothing  more  came  of  it.  I have  exact  dates  in  my  records,  but  hunting  for  them  would  involve  time: 
they  are  not  necessarily  important,  but  when  I first  saw  the  Fawcett  notice  I contacted  Mr.  Grove,  a 
talented  and  pleasant  gentleman.  I recall  his  telling  me  that  he  had  made  up  several  impressions  from 
the  dies  and  distributed  them  to  friends  or  interested  parties,  in  fact  he  gave  me  one,  which  I still  have  in 
my  reference  collection:  it  is  a fine  India  paper  impression,  still  affixed  to  the  usual  countersunk  card  and 
autographed  by  him. 

I am  sending  a carbon  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Brazer  for  his  reference  and  information.  This  work 
clearly  shows — as  do  many,  many  other  Bureau-employee  products,  that  given  ample  time  to  do  a job, 
United  States  engraving  can  match  or  even  surpass  any  produced  elsewhere  in  the  world  ...  it  is  a 
magnificent  sample  of  true  intaglio  craftsmanship  ! 

Happy  New  Year 


Dec  .28 
mcmxlix 


Ernest  A.  Kehr 
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Philatelic  Literature 


The  subject  of  philatelic  literature  is  of  great  importance  to  any  collector  who  wishes 
to  go  deeper  into  philately  than  the  stage  of  mounting  his  stamps  in  an  album  and  enjoying 
their  beauty  or  the  fact  that  they  hide  the  blank  spaces,  The  big  problem,  however,  is 
how  to  begin  and  how  far  to  go  with  the  building  of  an  adequate  reference  library. 

First  of  all,  the  collector  should  consider  his  immediate  needs.  Unless  he  has  decided 
to  collect  philatelic  literature  in  general,  his  most  economical  course  will  be  to  confine 
himself  to  publications  concerning  the  stamps  in  which  he  is  most  interested.  The  degree 
to  which  he  intends  to  specialize  in  those  stamps  will  also  govern  his  selection  of  literature. 

As  a basis  from  which  to  work,  a good  general  or  specialized  catalogue  is  a necessity. 
1 he  more  accurate  its  listings  the  better.  As  for  the  prices,  dealers  lists  or  advertise- 
ments usually  furnish  more  reliable  information  than  the  catalogues.  Subscriptions  to 
one  or  more  philatelic  periodicals,  such  as  this  one,  are  also  a necessity,  since  they  will 
list  new  issues  or  discoveries,  and  will  provide  useful  information  of  other  kinds,  possibly 
including  articles  devoted  to  ones  own  specialty.  Reviews  of  new  philatelic  literature  will 
offer  clues  to  additional  reference  material.  Publicity  releases  for  the  various  specialty 
societies  may  also  provide  means  of  contacting  other  collectors  with  similar  interests. 
Notes  or  articles  of  interest  may  be  clipped  and  filed  for  future  reference,  or  notes  may 
be  recorded  on  index  cards  so  that  time  will  not  be  lost  in  searching  through  back  issue 
magazines  at  a later  date. 

Handbooks  and  pamphlets  are  available  on  almost  every  field  of  collecting,  and  the 
philatelic  writers  and  publishers  are  constantly  working  to  broaden  the  coverage  and  to 
improve  that  which  already  exists.  These  are  announced  and  advertised  in  the  philatelic 
press  and  are  often  available  from  philatelic  literature  dealers.  Those  which  are  out  of 
print  or  cannot  be  bought  may  often  be  obtained  from  stamp  club  or  public  libraries,  or 
they  may  be  borrowed  from  fellow  collectors.  Such  handbooks  usually  offer  the  most 
complete  information  on  their  given  subjects  and  arc  invaluable  to  specialists.  Good 
handbooks  are  the  product  of  much  study  and  experience,  and  they  offer  a helping  hand 
to  those  who  have  neither  the  time,  facilities  or  inclination  to  perform  similar  research. 

Many  collectors,  especially  beginners,  regard  philatelic  literature  as  a luxury,  or  as 
an  added  expense,  feeling  that  their  money  is  better  spent  on  the  stamps  themselves. 
However,  experienced  collectors  have  found  that  the  knowledge  gained  from  reference 
material  has  very  often  enabled  them  to  stretch  their  stamp  budgets  considerably.  It  has 
not  only  minimized  the  initial  expense  of  the  literature,  but  in  many  cases  has  returned  a 
nice  profit.  Good  philatelic  literature  is  not  expensive,  but  the  lack  of  it  may  be! 

(Editorial  by  Burt  Brownyer  in  Chambers  Stamp  Journal  for  October  24,  1949* 
reprinted  by  permission.) 


Canada  Imperforates  on  Stamp  Paper 

With  reference  to  the  article  “Canada  Imperforates  are  Proofs”  in  the  October 
Journal  No.  24,  pages  217,  218,  we  are  advised  that  No.  23b  ic  yellow-orange  is  not 
known  imperforate.  Of  the  1928-29  issue  Nos.  149  to  159  there  were  1000  sheets  of  each 
imperforate,  1000  sheets  of  each  imperforate  horizontally  and  1000  sheets  of  each  imper- 
forate vertically,  that  became  available  to  philatelists.  The  panes  of  Nos.  155  to  159  in- 
clusive contained  roo  subjects,  not  50  as  tabulated  on  page  217.  The  Registration  1875- 
89  F2b  5c  green,  20.00  should  be  added  to  the  list  of  imperforates,  but  not  Fic  orange 
which  is  said  to  be  not  known  to  exist. 
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U.  S.  XX  Century 

Essay  Designs,  Models  and  Proofs 

By  Sol  Glass 

(Continued  from  Journal  24,  page  228.) 

George  Washington  Carver  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  January  5,  1948 


953E-A  Accepted  Model  Essay 
Dr.  George  Washington  Carver 

No  Rejected  Designs. 

Modeler — Robert  A.  Miller,  from  the  Famous  Americans  Series,  Scientists  Group, — 

design  of  1940  by  Wm.  A.  Roach. 

Engravers — Portrait,  E.  R.  Groves. 

Frame,  lettering,  “U.  S.  Postage’’  and  symbol  transferred  from  the  origi- 
nal Famous  Americans  Series,  Scientists  Group,  die  to  this  die,  originally 
engraved  by  James  T.  Vail 
Name  and  Numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 

Design  Essayed  March  5,  1947  to  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.M.G. 

Model  Approved  March  14,  1947  by  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.M.G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  April  30,  1947  by  Joseph  J.  Lawler,  Acting  P.M.G. 

Source  of  Design 

From  a portrait  of  Dr.  Carver  furnished  by  Tuskegee  Institute,  Tuskegee,  Alabama. 


Three  Cents — Issued  January  24,  1948 


r - 


CALIFORNIA  GOLD 
CENTENNIAL 

SUTTERS  MILL.COLOMA, 
WHERE  JAMES  W.MARJHAUX 
DISCOVERY  STARTED  RUSH 
Of  ARGOHjAUTT 


954E-A.  Original  Drawing  Essay, 
Sutter’s  Mill,  Coloma,  California 


954E-B.  Rejected  Essay, 
Gold  discovered  in  California 
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DISCOVERED 


954E-D.  Accepted  Model  Essay, 
Sutter’s  Mill,  Ooloma,  California 


954E-C.  Rejected  Essay, 
Gold  discovered  in  California 


Two  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — Unknown. 

Modeler — C.  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette  and  Ribbon,  Mathew  D.  Fenton. 

Outline  frame,  lettering  and  numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 
Design  Essayed — December  io,  1947  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Model  Approved — December  18,  1947  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — January  2,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  a design  furnished  by  the  California  Centennial  Commission. 


Mississippi  Territory  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  April  7,  1948 


955E-A.  Rejected  Essay, 

Map  and  Seal  of  Mississippi  Territory 


955E-C.  Rejected  Essay, 
Ellicot  Hill  and 
Seal  of  Mississippi  Territory 


1798 - M ISS1SSIPPI  TERRITORY- 1948] 


955E-B.  Rejected  Essay, 
Gov.  Winthrop  Sargent  and 
Seal  of  Mississippi  Territory 


1798  MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY  1948 


955E-E.  Accepted  Model  Essay, 
Map  and  Seal  of 
Mississippi  Territory 
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U.S.POSTAG 


\»r»  1 ■ v,*"* 

litij-fif T1 ffln-  ■*—•"*■*  ^ 

FIRST  FLAG  RAISED  ON  ELUCOTT  HILE 


MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY! 


I? 98  1948 

955E-D.  Rejected  Essay  Ellicott  Hill  and  Seal  of  Mississippi  Territory 


Four  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — W.  T.  Robinson  of  the  Dixie  Advertisers,  Inc.,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Modeler — W.  K.  Shrage. 

Engravers — Portrait,  Seal  and  Map,  M.  D.  Fenton. 

Lettering  and  Numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 

Design  Essayed — January  15,  1948  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Model  Approved — January  26,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — March  3,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Source  of  Design 

An  original  sketch  (955  E-A)  by  W.  T.  Robinson  of  the  Dixie  Advertisers,  Inc., 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  completed  by  artists  of  that  organization  and  submitted  together  with 
the  other  three  rejected  essays  by  Dr.  William  D.  McCain,  Director,  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  State  of  Mississippi. 


Four  Chaplains  Issue 


Three  Cents — Issued  May  28,  1948 


RJPrfftF 

stA3!S? 

POSTAGE 


Jnterfaiih 
in  action 


These  IMMORTALXHAPLAINS, 


Died  to  Save  MEN  OF  A 


956E-A.  Original  Drawing  Essay, 
Four  Chaplains 
and  Sinking  SS.  Dorchester 


956E-R.  Rejected  Essay, 
Four  Chaplains 
and  Sinking  SS.  Dorchester 


Three  Rejected  Designs. 

Modeler — C.  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette,  Mathew  D.  Fenton. 

Lettering  and  Numerals,  E.  H.  Helmuth. 

Design  Essayed — March  26,  1948  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 
Model  Approved — March  29,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 
Die  Proof  Approved — April  22,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 
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’ INTERFAITH  I 


IN  ACTION 


THE 

IMMORTAL 
CHAPLAINS 

GEORGE  L.  FOX 
ALEXANDER  D.  GOODE 
CLARK  V.  POLING 
JOHN  P.  WASHINGTON 


iM  I 

m 
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956E-C.  Rejected  Essay, 
The  Immortal  Chaplains 
and  Sinking  SS.  Dorchester 


956E-D.  Accepted  Model  Essay, 
Four  Chaplains 
and  Sinking  SS.  Dorchester 


Source  of  Design 


Pen  and  ink  sketch  submitted 
York,  N.  Y. 


by  the  Four  Chaplains  Memorial  Committee,  Inc.,  New 


Wisconsin  Centennial  Issue 


Three  Cents — Issued  May  29,  1948 


957E-C.  Rejected  Essay,  Map  and  State  Capitol 


957E-A.  Rejected  Essay, 
Map  and  State  Capitol 


957E-B.  Rejected  Essay, 
Map  and  State  Capitol 
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957E-D.  Rejected  Essay,  Map  and  State  Capitol 


957E-E.  Rejected  Essay, 

Map,  Badger,  Farming  and  Industry 

Five  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Engravers — Vignette,  R.  M.  Bower. 

Lettering,  Numerals  and  Outline  Frame,  C.  A.  Smith. 

Design  Essayed — December  19,  1947  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Model  Approved — February  16,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — March  29,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Capitol  furnished  by  the  Wisconsin  State  Cen- 
tennial Committee  and  a photograph  of  a map  from  Rand,  McNally  World  Atlas,  Premier 
Edition,  page  68. 


957E-F.  Accepted  Model  Essay, 
Map  011  Scroll  and  State  Capitol 


Swedish  Pioneer  Centennial  Issue 

Five  Cents — Issued  June  4,  1948 


958E-A.  Accepted  Model  Essay, 
Swedish  Pioneer  with  Covered  Wagon 
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No  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — C.  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette,  C.  T.  Arlt. 

Outline  Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals,  A.  W.  Christensen. 

Design  Essayed — May  io,  1948  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Model  Approved — May  10,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — May  18,  1948  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.M.G. 

Source  of  Design 

Wash  drawing  by  C.  R.  Chickering,  influenced  by  a copy  of  a half  tone  print  of  a 
covered  wagon,  obtained  from  the  Public  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(To  be  continued.) 


U.  S.  Air  Mail  Envelope  Proofs 

In  the  U.  S.  Envelope  World,  for  August-September  1949,  there  is  a listing  of  the 
1929  UC1P1  5c  blue  Die  A proofs  quoted  below.  These  notes  by  this  editor  are  from  the 
proofs  in  his  collection.  The  (2)  variety  printed  in  48  m/i  dim  dusky  m.g-b-blue  on 
1929  envelope  watermarked  paper  152  x 152  mm  was  the  first  to  come  to  our  attention,  on 
November  5,  1936,  when  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.  had  about  ten.  I have  a pedigree  list  of  10 
known  to  me,  including  the  (3)  variety  printed  in  darker  blue,  48  n/i  dim  v.  dusky 
m.g-b-blue,  at  the  top  of  the  larger  165  x 165  mm  wmk.  paper,  which  is  probably  a 
different  printing.  Of  the  (1)  variety  with  empire  u.  s.  a.  bond  watermark  paper 
215  x 219  mm  .005,r  thick,  printed  in  48  m/i  dim  dusky  m.g-b-blue  same  color  as  (2), 
my  pedigree  list  has  only  two  known,  and  this  is  scarcer.  I have  one  other  on  similar 
paper  180  x 135  mm  without  the  watermark.  The  watermark  measures  overall  103  x 
154  mm  and  on  my  copy  occurs  with  the  top  only  3 mm  above  the  fold  in  center  of  the 
sheet.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  this  proof  on  smaller  paper  may  have  been  cut  from 
a larger  (1)  variety  sheet,  thus  escaping  the  watermark. 

The  5c  blue  Die  A airmail  envelope  stamp  has  long  been  known  on  specially  struck  proof  paper. 
Some  half  dozen  or  so  sets  are  supposed  to  exist.  Three  separate  styles  of  the  proof  are  known:  i.  e. 

1.  Printed  on  bond  paper  with  watermark  empire  bond.  A sheet  of  ordinary  typewriter  size  8p2  x n 
inches  which  has  been  folded  in  half  and  the  stamp  impressed  directly  in  the  center  of  the  top  half  of  the 
sheet.  Known  as  the  “large  proof.” 

2.  Stamp  centered  on  sheet  of  envelope  paper,  6x/2  x 6^2  inches,  bearing  watermark  of  1929. 

3.  Stamp  centered  at  top  of  sheet  similar  to  above. 

So  far  as  Envelope  World  knows  these  are  the  only  proofs  of  airmail  envelope  stamps  that  were  ever 
issued.  There  seems  to  be  no  explanation  of  why  they  were  made  or  how  they  came  into  collectors’  hands. 
They  have,  however,  been  “known”  for  many  years,  but  that  three  separate  varieties  existed  has  not 
previously  been  reported  in  the  Philatelic  Press. 


BIllig9s  Philatelic  Handbook,  Vol.  XI 

This  208  page  book,  bound  in  cloth,  is  priced  at  $4.00.  It  contains  a Revised  Com- 
bined Cross  Index  for  Volumes  I to  XI.  The  only  essays  indexed  are  for  Australia  in 
Vol.  V,  and  we  do  not  find  any  proofs  in  this  Index.  The  present  volume  illustrates  many 
U.  S.  cancellations  of  animals,  birds,  leaves  and  railroad  postmarks  and  has  lists  of  U.  S. 
and  Canada  Railway  Post  Offices.  There  are  also  lists  of  Baden  post  offices,  Brazil  can- 
cellations illustrated,  a Canada  Postal  Stationery  Catalog  by  Nelson  Bond,  Canal  Zone 
stamp  catalog,  and  catalogs  of  several  foreign  country  stamps  and  air-mails.  Perhaps  the 
most  important  article  is  the  Hermes  Head  Stamps  of  Greece  (100  pages)  by  Ernest  W. 
Spink  and  Robert  O.  Truman. 
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Switzerland 


.Essays  and  Proofs 
Addenda 


By  George  W.  Caldwell,  E.  P.  S.  318 


(Continued  from  Journal  No.  24,  Page  230.) 

Cross  and  Figure  of  Value  1882*1907 

The  use  of  the  postal  service  during  the  currency  of  the  Perforated  Helvetia  issue 
progressed  at  an  accelerating  tempo.  Toward  the  latter  part  of  that  period  the  demand 
for  postal  adhesive  stamps  reached  such  height  that  the  Mint  was  forced  to  install  addi- 
tional equipment,  increase  its  personnel,  and  operate  on  a twenty-four  hour  schedule  of 
two  shifts.  Even  with  this  increased  potential  there  were  times  when  the  supply  of  stamps 
reached  a dangerous  level.  Much  of  the  difficulty  may  he  attributed  to  the  cumbersome 
printing  method— cameo. 

In  view  of  what  actually  was  an  emergency,  the  Department  decided  to  change  to  a 
quicker  method  of  stamp  manufacture  and  have  the  work  done  under  contract.  It  appears 
that  the  Mint  was  not  in  position  to  make  the  change-over  itself. 

Accordingly,  Carl  Hasert,  noted  engraver  of  Stuttgart,  was  requested (60)  to  furnish 
some  essays.  Upon  receipt,  these  essays  were  submitted  to  Staempfli  & Co.,  typographic 
printers  in  Bern,  with  the  request  that  they  select  the  design  most  suitable  for  their  method 
of  printing.  These  steps  resulted  in  the  Cross  and  Figure  of  Value  issue  (Scott’s  design 
A19)  so  well  known  among  collectors. 

As  previously  recorded (G1)  in  this  monograph,  Eduard  Burger  of  Bern  engraved  the 
mother  die  on  steel.  Also,  he  added  the  figures  of  value  to  the  secondary  dies.  The 
operatives  in  the  Mint  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  transferring  this  die,  due  to 
the  very  fine  lines  and  numerous  dots.  The  outer  frame,  consisting  of  three  fine  lines  set 
close  together, (62)  appears  to  have  caused  the  greatest  trouble.  After  a number  of  un- 
successful attempts,  it  became  necessary  to  rework  the  original  die.  The  principal  change 
appears  to  have  been  a reduction  of  the  three  frame  lines  to  one  heavy  and  one  light  line 
as  seen  on  the  issued  stamps. 

Carl  Hasert,  designer  of  this  stamp,  claimed  that  Burger  had  not  followed  his  de- 
signs correctly  and  that  the  difficulty  in  the  transfer  work  was  due  to  that  fact.  We 
mention  this  because  in  the  original  text  of  this  monograph  (61)  we  stated  that  “this  was 
done  exactly  in  high  relief.” 

Evidently,  the  delays  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  in  transferring  the  die  prompted  the 
Department  to  restrict  its  use  to  a few  low  values  and  to  have  the  higher  denominations 
printed  in  a different  design.  It  is  known (60)  that  the  Department  originally  intended  to 
issue  the  entire  series  in  one  design. 

Standing  Helvetia  1882*1907 

Thus,  on  November  20,  1880,  Muelhaupt  & Son,  recess  printers  in  Bern,  received  an 
order  to  submit  two  designs  for  these  higher  values.  It  was  requested  that  the  Libertas 
or  Liberty  head  in  profile  be  embodied  in  the  design  of  the  20  and  25  Centimes  values 
and  that  the  Standing  Helvetia  composition  be  used  on  the  40  Centimes,  50  Centimes  and 
One  Franc  denominations. 


(60) Rickli,  Ernst — Die  Entstehungsgeschichte  rler  Ausgabe  1882 — in  Journal  Philatelique  de  Berne, 
Vol.  37.  P-  1.  et  seq. 

(61)  See  Journal  No.  ix,  page  147. 

(62)  See  Figs.  18  & 19,  Journal  No.  ii,  page  148. 
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Ernst  Rickli,  Librarian  in  the  Department  of  Posts,  Telegraph  and  Telephones, 
states (60)  that  the  two  low  values  in  the  form  of  Libertas  die  essays  (Figs,  io  and  II, 
Journal  No.  io,  page  87)  were  completed  by  the  end  of  December.  Such  promptness — 


Fig.  82 


Fig.  83 
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approximately  one  month — suggests  to  the  author  the  pre-existence  of  a mother  die  in 
this  design.  Let’s  examine  the  factual  evidence: 

1.  The  Libertas  essay  is  well  known  in  four  denominations:  20,  25  and  50  Centimes, 
and  One  Franc,  all  processed  from  one  mother  die. 

2.  A die  impression  of  the  One  Franc  (Fig.  82)  in  the  author’s  collection  shows  the 
engraver’s  layout  lines,  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  this  die  was  the  original 
engraving  from  wThich  the  four  well-known  essays  were  derived.  Be  it  noted  that 
the  Department  had  requested  the  use  of  the  Standing  Helvetia  composition  on 
this  denomination. 

3.  An  impression  (Fig.  83)  from  a high-relief  laydown  of  this  One  Franc  die  with 
figures  of  value  removed,  proves  the  method  used  in  making  the  dies  for  the 
several  denominations,  a fact  which  becomes  evident  upon  comparing  the  four  w^ell- 
known  essays. 

4.  Plate  essays  in  the  denominations  of  50  Centimes  and  One  Franc  are  quite  common. 
Why  did  Muelhaupt  go  to  that  expense  when  the  Department  expressly  stated 
these  values  were  to  depict  the  Standing  Helvetia  composition? 

5.  One  year  prior  (November  1879)  to  the  time  involved  in  this  discussion,  Muel- 
haupt had  submitted  a bid  for  the  manufacture  of  Switzerland’s  postage  stamps. 
This  was  not  accepted  by  the  Department  due  to  the  high  cost. 

Am  Opimiom 

Based  on  the  above  evidence,  the  author  is  of  the  opinion,  subject  to  modification  if 
contrary  evidence  is  discovered,  that  the  One  Franc  die,  the  high-relief  laydown,  and  the 
plates  for  the  50  Centimes  and  One  Franc  essays  were  made  in  connection  wdth  the  bid 
of  November  1879.  If  this  opinion  be  correct,  then  one  can  understand  how  Muelhaupt 
could  furnish  the  twTo  Libertas  die  essays  in  approximately  one  month  after  receiving  the 
order.  This  evidence  also  tends  to  explain  the  existence  of  the  two  plate  essays. 

Experimental  Eilbertas  Dias 

In  the  process  of  producing  a new  stamp  or  stamp  issue,  it  is  usually  necessary  to 
engrave  several  dies  of  the  same  design  but  differing  from  one  another  in  some  more  or 
less  minor  features.  Such  was  the  experience  in  producing  the  Libertas  essay,  as  we  indi- 
cated in  the  original  script.  For  example,  the  vignette  without  the  Libertas  legend  in  the 
tiara  (Fig.  13,  Journal  No.  10,  page  91).  This  differs  in  several  respects  from  the  one 
used  for  the  submitted  essays;  the  general  appearance  is  quite  different.  Die  essays  seen 
by  the  author  tend  to  indicate  that  this  die  was  re-worked,  at  least  once. 

The  author  has  acquired  one  of  the  essays — 25  Centimes  denomination — struck  from 
two  separate  dies  (Fig.  84).  The  red  vignette  is  without  the  Libertas  legend  in  the 
tiara;  the  black  frame  is  identical  with  that  of  the  submitted  essay.  This  is  a large  die 
essay  on  India  paper  without  cardboard  backing. 

Am  Interesting  Essay 

A real  challenge  to  the  essay-proof  student  is  presented  by  the  essay  shown  in 
Figure  85. 

The  lack  of  sharpness  in  some  portions  of  the  design  and  the  confusion  due  to  certain 
overlays  make  analysis  quite  difficult  and,  to  some  extent,  impossible.  Also,  clear  de- 
scription is  hindered  by  these  characteristics. 

What  was  the  purpose  of  this  essay  and  how  was  it  made?  A tentative  answer  to 
these  questions  may  be  derived  from  the  following  observable  characteristics: 

1.  The  red  frame  was  intaglio  printed  from  a die  resembling  very  closely  that  of  the 
submitted  Libertas  essay. 

2.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the  essay  one  can  see  by  use  of  a magnifier  an  albino  im- 
pression in  high  relief  of  what  appears  to  be  a major  part  of  the  approved  Standing 
Helvetia  design.  The  upper  portion  of  this  design  is  not  visible. 
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Fig.  84 


Fig.  85 

3.  On  the  obverse  side  the  green  vignette  is  nothing  more  than  a smudge.  From  its 
appearance  one  might  imagine  that  the  engraver  had  smeared  a fine  green  powder 
on  the  essay  by  means  of  a light  finger-touch,  and  thus  brought  out  the  design. 
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Based  on  the  above  characteristics,  the  author  draws  the  tentative  conclusion  that  the 
engraver  prepared  this  essay  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  the  upper  portion,  particularly 
the  Helvetia  legend,  in  the  course  of  completing  his  work  on  the  approved  Standing 
Helvetia  die. 

1 his  essay  lends  factual  support  to  the  previously  clouded  belief  that  “the  Libertas 
essays  probably  influenced  the  approved  design  of  the  Standing  Helvetia  issue.”  This 
essay  together  with  certain  documentation  satisfies  the  author  that  Muelhaupt  & Son 
produced  both  designs  in  their  own  plant,  or  at  least  under  their  own  direction.  This 
point,  to  the  author’s  knowledge,  has  never  been  made  clear  in  philatelic  literature. 


Essays 


1879- 82.  Libertas  Essays  by  Muelhaupt  & Son  of  Bern,  intaglio  impressions. 

No.  474.  1 Franc,  red,  die-sunk  on  card  (Fig.  82)  (84E-A1) 

No.  47  5.  High  relief,  figures  of  value  removed;  red,  die-sunk  on  card  (Fig.  83) 
( 84E-B1 ) 

*No.  158.  Vignette  (Fig.  13,  Journal  No.  10,  page  91).  Large  die  essay  on  card. 
Libertas  legend  omitted  (80E-B1). 

a.  Dark  blue  on  medium  card 

b.  Brownish-red  on  light  card 

c.  Black  on  very  light  card 

*No.  157.  25  Centimes  (Fig.  84)  (81E-B1)  impression  from  two  dies:  the  No. 
158  vignette  (red)  and  the  frame  (black)  in  the  submitted  design;  on 
India  paper. 

1880- 81.  Standing  Helvetia  by  Muelhaupt  & Son  of  Bern. 

No.  476.  25  Centimes,  red  and  green  (Fig.  85)  (81E-C2).  See  text. 


* Indicates  additional  data.  Original  monograph  number  retained  to  facilitate  cross-reference. 

(To  be  continued.) 


MuelleavKatalog,  Schweiz/Liecht  ensteiii 

A Review 

Muller-Katalog,  Schweiz/Liechtenstein,  1950;  Ernst  Muller,  Freiestrasse  77,  Basel,  Switzerland; 
224  p.,  800  illustrations,  heavy  paper  covers.  Price:  staple  bound,  Sw.  Fr.  1.75;  spiral  wire  bound, 
Sw.  Fr.  2.75. 

The  19th  edition  of  this  specialized  catalog  with  its  436  price  increases  and  1373 
reductions  has  become  available.  An  important  addition  this  year  is  the  listing  and 
illustrating  of  plate  varieties  of  the  Rayon  stamps  presumably  taken  from  Dr.  Munk’s 
outstanding  study  of  this  issue. 

Altho  prepared  primarily  for  the  stamp  collector,  this  catalog  includes  much  that  is 
useful  to  the  essay-proof  student.  Its  convenient  arrangement  of  the  listings  and  illustra- 
tions should  appeal  to  the  latter,  who  naturally  bases  much  of  his  study  on  design.  The 
slightly  reduced  size  of  the  cuts  permits  a horizontal  lay-up  close  to  and  just  above  the 
listings.  Single-design  series  are  grouped  by  design  rather  than  by  date  of  issue;  the  year 
date  of  issue  is  included  in  the  listing.  Such  features  add  greatly  to  the  ease  of  reference. 

Unfortunately,  essays  and  proofs — except  the  Basel  Dove — are  not  included.  In  view 
of  the  increasing  popularity  of  this  branch  of  philately,  this  reviewer  suggests  that  the 
publisher  give  serious  thought  to  the  matter. 

Altho  this  catalog  is  published  in  German,  its  use  should  not  be  difficult  for  those 
unfamiliar  with  that  language.  Essential  words  can  readily  be  translated  by  means  of  an 
ordinary  German-English  dictionary. 
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Essays  and  Proofs  at  Naspex,  1949 


Naspex,  the  annual  show  of  the  Nassau-Suffolk  Philatelic  Alliance,  held  at  Hemp- 
stead, N.  Y.,  November  4,  5 and  6,  1949,  gave  our  field  a goodly  amount  of  space.  From 
our  point  of  view  it  ranks  definitely  as  a national  show  rather  than  regional  or  local. 

Two  of  the  major  awards  were  given  within  our  field. 

John  A.  Meurer  showed  U.  S.  Stamped  Envelopes  in  extenso,  taking  some  25  frames 
of  16  album  pages  each.  Essays  and  especially  proofs  formed  a conspicuous  part  of  the 
showing  on  each  issue.  This  lovely  material  won  the  Fox  Trophy  for  the  best  U.  S. 
exhibit  of  any  sort. 

Julian  Blanchard  showed  “Stamps  and  Banknotes  Having  Similar  Designs.”  This  is 
his  well-known  and  highly  appreciated  collection,  correlating  vignettes  in  stamp  and  bank 
note  use — with  a number  of  new  items  not  hitherto  shown.  This  intriguing  exhibit  took 
the  Naspex  Trophy  for  the  Best  Subject  Matter  exhibit.  It  also  won  the  majority  vote 
of  the  visitors  for  the  most  interesting  exhibit  of  the  show. 

Three  exhibits  specifically  entered  as  Essays  and  Proofs  were  together  in  one  row  of 
frames.  Of  these  one,  that  of  Dr.  Brazer,  was  shown  “Not  for  Competition.”  This  was 
a well-chosen  assemblage  of  U.  S.  and  Possessions  20th  Century  Die  Essays  and  Proofs. 
Joseph  Mandos,  showing  Guatemala,  with  the  stages  of  development  of  each  of  several 
designs,  and  Julian  F.  Gros,  showing  U.  S.  Atlanta  Plate  Proofs,  each  won  a first  award. 

Considered  strictly  and  without  any  other  features  being  rated,  as  an  aesthetic  show- 
ing, the  Gros  exhibit  must  take  rank  as  by  far  the  most  beautiful  exhibit  in  the  entire 
show.  Literally  and  actually,  this  was  a treat  to  the  eye — a thing  of  beauty  in  its  own 
right.  This  result  was  not  obtained  by  adventitious  aids,  but  solely  by  the  very  well 
chosen  arrangement,  that  brought  out  all  the  pure  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  proofs  of  this 
series. 

Numerous  other  exhibits  showed  proofs  or  essays  incidentally  to  comprehensive 
coverages  of  their  fields.  None  included  enough  to  warrant  specific  mention  here. 

Stephen  G.  Rich. 


Great  Mrltaim  Early  Die  Proofs,  A New  Discovery 

The  Philatelist  (London)  for  October  1949  is  the  handsomest  philatelic  journal  it 
has  been  our  pleasure  to  see.  Robson  Lowe,  the  Editor,  contributes  a fine  article,  “Great 
Britain  1870-71  Die  Proofs.”  It  is  illustrated  with  12  full  size  black  illustrations  of  the 
1855  to  1870  large  die  proofs.  Under  the  illustrations  check  lists  are  given  of  the  colors 

seen,  with  references  to  previous  recordings  of  those  seen  by  others.  There  are  new 

Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  die  proofs  of  the  1855  one  penny  Die  II  with  stars  in  the  upper 
corners  in  five  colors,  and  a newly  discovered  two  penny  1858  Die  II  without  white  lines 
top  and  bottom  and  with  stars  in  the  upper  corners,  in  four  colors;  the  i860  ip2P  in  four 
colors  and  1870  J^p  in  five  colors.  A similar  2p  blue  die  proof  but  on  India  paper  was 
sold  in  a Robson  Lowe  Sale  on  November  23,  1949,  as  reported  elsewhere  in  this  Journal. 

Of  the  De  La  Rue  large  die  proofs  on  stout  cards  with  matt  surface  there  are  listed 

eight  values  each  in  from  four  to  six  colors,  ten  of  which  have  not  previously  been  recorded. 

There  are  also  listed  as  printed  on  glazed  cards  eight  values  in  normal  and  trial  colors, 
ten  of  the  sixteen  being  unrecorded  colors. 

This  magazine  also  contains  42  stamp  illustrations  in  wonderful  color  reproductions 
from  the  G.  H.  Boucher  collection  of  XIX  Century  British  West  Indies  which  were  sold 
November  9.  There  are  illustrated  among  the  advertisements  the  ten  Hong  Kong  proofs 
overprinted  specimen  from  the  Rose-Hutchinson  Collection  Sale  of  November  2.  as  re- 
ported in  this  Journal. 

The  high  quality  glazed  paper,  excellent  half  tone  black  and  white  illustrations, 
together  with  the  well  selected  type,  make  this  Philatelist  a collector’s  item  to  be  preserved. 
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What  Makes  a Grand  Prize  Wiener? 

By  Stephen  G.  Rich 

There  is  no  secret  to  the  fact  that,  up  to  the  very  end,  the  Board  of  Judges  at  the 
stamp  show  in  Boston  in  August  1949  was  divided  as  to  which  of  two  collections  should 
get  the  Grand  Award.  One  of  the  judges  has  stated  his  opinion  on  the  matter  in  MekeeVs 
Weekly,  Sept.  5,  1949.  He  was  with  the  final  majority.  I was  one  of  the  minority  that 
held  out  through  the  last  ballot  for  the  other  collection. 

'File  question  was  between  a very  lovely  collection  of  the  U.  S.  1847  issue  and  an 
equally  lovely,  very  comprehensive  one  of  the  Iceland  Millenary  of  Parliament  1930  issue. 
The  U.  S.  exhibit  finally  got  the  award,  by  a comfortable  majority.  We  need  not  here 
consider  the  three  or  four  other  exhibits  which  were  in  on  the  first  ballots  for  the  grand 
prize.  They  would  add  nothing  to  our  understanding  of  the  situation. 

The  fundamental  reason  why  the  Iceland  exhibit,  which  cost  very  much  less  than  the 
1847,  was  so  seriously  considered  will  be  clear  to  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
read  the  basis  for  judging.  Out  of  a total  of  100  points  for  various  categories  of  merit, 
no  less  than  30  points  were  assigned  for  research.  In  cold  fact,  there  were  exactly  three 
exhibits  in  the  whole  show  which  were  entitled  to  any  points  at  all  in  this  category.  These 
were  the  Minnesota  Territorial  Covers,  the  Panama,  and  the  Iceland.  These  were  the 
only  exhibits  in  the  whole  show  that  had  any  research  in  them. 

Let  us  be  definite  on  this. 

The  term  “research,”  whether  consciously  or  not,  has  been  grossly  misused  in  phila- 
telic doings.  It  has  been  twisted  to  become  almost  a synonymn  for  “deep  study  of 
stamps.”  Now  that  is  all  very  well,  but  it  is  entirely  a misuse  of  the  term.  Unless  an 
exhibit  shows  either  new  information,  or  new  relationships  between  facts  previously 
known,  it  does  not  show  any  research.  Research  does  not  mean  hunting  for  the  rarities, 
nor  does  it  in  any  sense  depend  upon  having  the  means  to  purchase  them. 

The  1847  exhibit  did  not  include  even  one  item  hitherto  unknown  to  philately;  nor 
did  it  show  the  slightest  bit  of  research.  It  was  a very  lovely  showing  of  fine  material, 
arranged  with  great  learning,  accurate  and  deep  learning.  But  the  reconstructed  sheet 
had  been  assembled  by  a previous  worker,  and  bought  by  the  exhibitor’s  father.  Neither 
he  nor  the  exhibitor  had  done  any  of  the  work  of  completing  this  job.  All  this  does  not 
detract  from  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  material  shown,  nor  the  judgment  involved  in 
acquiring  it. 

The  Iceland  exhibit  contained  stamps  and  covers  alone  that  ran  into  a fair  amount 
of  money.  As  I once  collected  Iceland,  I know  something  about  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining this  material.  It  was  in  far  less  demand  in  the  late  1930’s  than  it  is  now;  even 
then  it  took  persistent  search  and  some  ability  to  buy,  some  fairly  good  money,  to  get  the 
few  such  items  that  I acquired. 

The  material  in  this  exhibit  included  the  complete  story  of  the  development  of  the 
designs,  dies,  printing  plates,  etc.  This  had  never  been  shown  prior  to  this  exhibition. 
This  material  was  not  acquired  from  one  source,  but  assembled  from  several.  As  these 
stamps  were  not  made  in  Iceland,  all  the  essay  material,  all  the  proofs  of  various  stages  of 
development,  had  to  be  picked  up  in  small  lots  or  singly.  The  mere  task  of  locating  the 
sources  for  such  material  was  immense.  When  questioned  between  two  periods  of  work 
by  the  judges,  the  owner  assured  me  that,  to  secure  some  of  the  material  and  information, 
he  had  had  to  establish  contact  with  the  original  designer.  He  further  stated  that  the 
designer  legitimately  owned  this  material,  even  as  do  engravers  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
& Printing  in  our  own  country  own  legitimately  the  die  proofs  of  certain  recent  U.  S. 
stamps. 

But  the  question  of  cost  is  really  without  bearing  on  the  merit  of  any  stamp  exhibits. 
The  really  radical  proposal  is  that  implied  in  the  other  judge’s  published  comment.  This 
is  radical  even  to  the  extent  of  absolute  “economic  determinism,”  to  consider  the  cost 
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involved  in  any  exhibit  as  a factor  of  merit  in  making  stamp  show  awards.  I qualify  this 
to  say  that  high  merit  on  rarity  and  completeness  often  involves  and  implies  extra  cost. 
Relative  popularity  or  unpopularity  of  various  fields  modifies  this  extensively.  To  cite 
just  one  case,  die  proofs  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  King’s  Head  issue  of  1913,  of 
which  one  set  only  is  at  present  known,  do  not  begin  to  cost  as  much  as  certain  U.  S.  die 

proofs  of  the  same  period  of  which  normally  five  or  more  copies  are  known. 

Cost  of  exhibit  is  thus  no  accurate  guide  to  merit  on  rarity  or  completeness,  but 
merely  measures  the  exhibitor’s  ability  to  buy  or  willingness  to  spend,  and  the  relative 
popularity  of  his  field.  Obviously,  neither  of  these  conditions  has  any  legitimate  place 
in  what  the  show  judges  decide. 

1 here  unfortunately  is,  in  many  quarters,  suspicion  of  dealers  as  stamp  show  judges. 

1 he  thought  or  prejudice  is  that  “the  very  nature  of  their  calling  makes  dealers  more 
likely  to  overestimate  the  more  expensive  exhibits.”  (Quoted  from  a letter  from  a very 
thoughtful  collector,  hut  one  who  has  had  little  stamp  show  experience.)  This  opinion 
has  been  brought  on  by  the  actions  of  a very  few  in  the  stamp  trade,  when  judging  shows. 

I hose  few  have  unfortunately  and  perhaps  unwittingly  leaned  towards  exhibits  for  which 

they  have  sold  the  owners  expensive  items — fine  items,  scarce  items,  but  items  which  by 

themselves  could  hardly  give  any  exhibit  top  rating. 

Clearly,  when  a judge  errs  in  this  direction  he  should  be  disqualified  from  further 
service  in  such  capacity.  With  pleasure  I report  that  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
dealers,  when  judging  shows,  refuse  to  vote  on  collections  for  which  they  have  been  sup- 
pliers of  “major  items.”  By  and  large,  the  stamp  trade  shows  a pleasing  and  even  startling 
impartiality  when  drawn  on  for  show  judges.  Since  almost  every  dealer  nowadays  has 
his  special  field  of  business,  which  he  more  particularly  cultivates,  the  difficulty  is  the 
same  as  among  non-trade  judges.  Each  one  is  likely  to  underestimate  exhibits  in  fields 
not  well  known  by  him.  Thus,  in  one  recent  show,  a fine  exhibit  of  a group  of  stamps  not 
listed  in  Scott’s  catalog  was  underrated  by  a dealer  majority  on  the  board  of  judges,  and 
not  given  any  award.  This  unfortunate  happening  could  just  as  well  have  occurred  with 
a 100%  non-dealer  judging  board. 

Like  those  not  in  the  trade,  dealer  judges  seem  pretty  well  in  agreement  now,  that  of 
two  exhibits  in  a show,  with  equal  merit,  the  one  with  lower  cost  shall  have  the  prefer- 
ence. The  few  exceptions  among  them  stand  out  conspicuously  and  to  their  own  disad- 
vantage. This  holds  good  when  two  collections  are  matched  for  rarity,  completeness,  or 
both. 

The  owners  of  collections  which  involve  fairly  large  costs  are,  fortunately,  mostly  of 
this  same  opinion.  They  usually  show  a fine  standard  of  sportsmanship.  Normally,  in 
more  than  a majority  of  cases,  the  rare  and  high-priced  exhibits  appear  in  the  “Not  for 
Competition”  division.  Owners  of  these  know  that,  by  competing,  they  may  go  far  in  dis- 
couraging the  younger  collectors,  those  who  have  not  yet  reached  their  peaks  of  income. 
Once  an  exhibit  has  won  a grand  award,  and  in  many  cases  once  it  has  won  a trophy  of 
any  sort,  the  owners  show  a marked  trend  towards  exhibiting  “Not  for  Competition  ’ 
only,  as  far  as  those  particular  collections  are  concerned. 

There  isn’t  any  man  in  stampdom  who  loves  trophies  more  than  I personally  do. 
But  I think  my  record  is  typical.  This  record  will  show  that,  once  I have  won  a major 
award  in  a major  show  with  any  exhibit,  I do  one  of  two  things.  Either  I show  it  “Not 
for  Competition,”  or  I show  only  selected  pages,  keeping  it  down  to  an  extent  that  will 
allow  any  collection  with  any  research  at  all,  and  often  any  that  has  real  completeness, 
to  win  over  me. 

The  plain  truth  is  that  most  collectors  with  expensive  collections  are  far  more  flat- 
tered and  honored  to  be  asked  to  show  “Not  for  Competition”  than  by  any  number  of 
grand  awards  or  other  trophies.  Really  fine  collections  won’t  be  withdrawn  because  we 
continue  the  established  procedure.  The  real  danger  is  that  they  will  be  omitted  if  we 
let  any  trace  of  attention  to  cost  of  material  distract  the  judges  from  considering  its 
intrinsic  merit. 
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Really,  there  is  no  reason  why  a 20th  Century  foreign  issue  exhibit  should  not  win 
the  Grand  Award  over  either  a U.  S.  exhibit  or  a 19th  Century  exhibit.  We  all  admit 
that  a certain  glamour  attaches  to  the  old-time  stamps.  Certainly  I,  who  collect  Cape 
Triangles  and  Poland  No.  1,  should  be  the  last  to  deny  this.  But,  in  all  seriousness,  it 
really  takes  far  higher  philatelic  attainments  to  develop  a modern  stamp  issue  to  its 
possibilities  than  to  work  up  a “classic.”  There  are  more  unsolved  problems,  and  harder 
ones,  in  the  very  inexpensive  “Small  Cow”  and  “Large  Cow”  stamps  of  Uruguay,  issued 
in  1904  and  1906,  than  even  in  the  fabulously  costly  early  issues  of  Hawaii.  Lobdell’s 
book  on  Union  of  South  Africa  1910-26  issues  is  a deeper  study  than  even  the  magnificent 
books  we  have  on  the  U.  S.  1851  stamps  by  several  first-rank  authors. 

No  valid  reason  has  yet  been  brought  forward  by  anyone  for  the  general  assumption 
that  a U.  S.  exhibit  “automatically”  should  take  higher  place  than  one  of  another  country, 
of  equal  merit.  In  fact,  I go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  hobby  will  benefit  greatly  if  the 
contrary  is  the  normal  and  accepted  practice.  Let  me  close  by  stating  that  at  least  one 
U.  S.  field  is  among  my  great  likings;  even  at  the  expense  of  stopping  myself  from  an 
award  I might  much  like,  I have  to  state  the  facts. 


London  International  Exhibition  1950 

May  1950  perhaps  seems  far  distant  to  some  people,  but  intending  exhibitors  at  The 
London  International  Stamp  Exhibition  are  reminded  that  the  period  May  6th  to  13th 
is  just  around  the  corner.  Provisional  Entry  Forms  had  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
organizers  by  December  31,  1949. 

Exhibitors  will  now  get  better  value  for  their  entry  fee  than  was  originally  hoped 
for  as  a result  of  the  acquisition  of  the  display  frames  used  at  “BEPITEC”  in  Belgium 
last  July.  These  hold  twenty  pages  instead  of  sixteen  as  at  first  planned.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  the  exhibitor  requiring  the  maximum  of  five  sixteen-page  frames  will  now 
need  only  four  frames — a saving  of  £2  for  the  exhibitor.  It  should  also  be  noted  that 
those  desiring  fewer  than  five  frames  can  now  allow  for  four  additional  pages  in  each 
frame  without  any  additional  fee.  The  frames  hold  four  horizontal  rows  of  five  pages. 

An  energetic  Reception  Committee  is  now  working  under  the  chairmanship  of 
R.  F.  A.  Riesco  in  order  to  assure  that  every  visitor  is  cared  for.  Intending  travellers 
are  advised  to  make  their  reservations  through  W.  W.  Goldsmith,  Jr.,  American  Express 
Co.,  649  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  who  has  arranged  all  the  necessary  contacts. 

Application  for  Season  Tickets  for  the  Exhibition  can  now  be  made  to  the  Exhibition 
Offices,  41  Devonshire  Place,  London,  W.  I.  These  not  only  admit  holders  at  all  times, 
including  the  opening  ceremony,  but  also  entitle  them  to  a copy  of  the  Official  Catalogue 
and  the  Souvenir  Sheet.  The  price  is  one  pound  ($2.80).  Collectors  who  are  unable  to 
visit  the  Exhibition  may  obtain  an  Official  Catalogue  by  mail  and  also  a souvenir  envelope 
posted  from  the  Exhibition  post  office  by  paying  this  subscription  by  April  30th  next. 

Philatelic  literature  enthusiasts  will  be  regaled  with  a selection  of  works  in  all 
languages  published  from  May  6,  1940  up  to  the  date  of  the  Exhibition.  The  Joint 
Executive  Committee  has  decided  against  any  form  of  competitive  scheme  for  literature. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  for  authors  to  submit  their  works,  as  copies  are  already  available. 
Authors  wffiose  works  are  included  will  be  presented  with  a souvenir  to  mark  the  occasion. 

British  stamp  dealers  are  making  every  endeavor  to  insure  that  visiting  dealers  are 
offered  every  help  to  make  their  visit  both  enjoyable  and  beneficial.  Assistance  regard- 
ing accommodation  is  being  offered  by  The  Philatelic  Traders  Society,  24,  John  Adam 
Street,  London,  W.  C.  2.  but  it  is  imperative  that  applications  be  made  without  delay. 
It  is  already  evident  that  a great  many  dealers  intend  travelling  to  England  for  the 
Exhibition.  Among  those  who  have  reserved  booths  are  Billig  & Rich  of  New  York  and 
J.  N.  Sissons  of  Toronto.  The  Stamp  Dealers  Bourse  is  being  run  concurrently  with 
the  Exhibition. 
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Mexico  1914  Five  Centavos  Proofs 


3G9P1 


The  Mexico  1914  5 centavos  gray-green  stamp  perforated  12  was  produced  by  W.  M. 
Linn  & Sons  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  By  courtesy  of  George  W.  Linn  we  are  able 
to  record  some  facts  and  proofs  of  this  stamp.  Scott’s  Catalogue  tells  how  to  readily  dis- 
tinguish this  stamp  No.  369  from  the  previous  5 centavos  No.  357  by  the  taller  lettering  of 
CINCO  CENTAVOS. 

The  die  proofs  listed  below  were  printed  from  the  first  original  zinc  etching  made 
from  a drawing  by  A.  Blanc  of  Philadelphia,  who  copied  from  No.  357.  The  stamps 
were  printed  from  electros  of  this  original  etching  which  were  assembled  into  a plate  of 
100.  Fourteen  trial  colors  of  die  proofs  were  submitted  for  selection  and  approval  to 
Cosme  Hinojosa,  postmaster  for  the  Villa  Revolutionists,  in  Hermosillo,  Sonora,  Mexico, 
in  1914-15.  The  Linn  Co.  printed  75,000  stamps  in  sheets  of  100  on  ready  gummed  white 
paper  perforated,  and  shipped  them  to  Senor  Hinojosa  at  that  time,  and  the  stamps  were 
used  extensively  throughout  the  state  of  Sonora,  which  adjoins  the  U.  S.  state  of  Arizona. 
Full  sheets  of  imperforate  stamps  not  delivered  still  exist. 

369TC1.  5 Centavos. 


a.  Large  trial  color  proofs  from  a zinc 
etching  on  white  wove  cards  .011" 
thick  7 2 x 106  mm. 

1 i/0  deep  red 
5 i/0  deep  o-o-red 
5 k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red 
9 m/1  dim  dusky  o-r-orange 
(brown) 

11  i/1  dim  deep  orange 

19  -/2  dull  o-yellow 

3 5 i/1  dim  deep  green 

49  i/2  dull  deep  blue 

49  k/2  dull  dark  blue 

51  m/2  dull  dusky  b-v-blue 

53  i/2  dull  deep  v-blue 

61  i/3  dingy  deep  v-r-violet 

69  k/5  gloomy  dark  neutral  gray 

3G9Pla.  Large  die  proof  as  369TCla. 

37  m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 

369TC1. 

c.  Large  die  trial  color  proof  on  white 
wove  card.  .012"  thick  56  x 89  mm. 
Each  card  serially  numbered  in 
black  above  printed  inscription  in 
color  of  the  proof.  “Die  Proof./ 
Three  hundred  copies  issued  for/ 


b.  Large  trial  color  die  proofs  from  a 
zinc  etching  on  white  wove  paper. 
.002"  thin  71  x 115  mm. 

1 i/0  deep  red 
5 i/0  deep  o-o-red 
5 k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red 
9 m/'l  dim  dusky  o-r-orange 
(brown) 

11  i/1  dim  deep  orange 

23  h/1  dim  m.  deep  yellow 

3 5 i/1  dim  deep  green 

49  i/2  dull  deep  blue 

49  k/2  dull  dark  blue 

51  m/2  dull  dusky  b-v-blue 

53  i/2  dull  deep  v-blue 

61  i/3  dingy  deep  v-r-violet 

69  k/5  gloomy  dark  neutral  gray 

369Plb.  Large  die  proof  as  3 69TClb. 

3 7 m/ 1 dim  dusky  g-b-green 

distribution  at  the  Annual  Meeting/ 
of  the  American  Philatelic  Society/ 
Niagara  Falls — 1914” 

44  k/1  dim  dark  m.  green-blue. 
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Illustrations  of  Obsolete  Paper  Money  in  Sheets 

A Hook  Review 
By  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D. 

Paper  Money  in  Sheets.  Copyright  1949.  By  John  A.  Muscalus,  Ph.D.  Paper  cover,  illustrated, 
106  pages  approximately  7^4  x 10*4  inches,  heavy  yellow  tinted  paper.  Published  by  the  author,  11  Blaine 
Avenue,  Buffalo  8,  N.  Y.  Price  $3.00. 

A book  with  all  pictures  and  no  “conversations’’  might  have  been  only  slightly  less 
disappointing  to  Alice  than  one  with  neither  pictures  nor  conversations,  but  this  recent 
publication  by  Dr.  Muscalus  will  hardly  be  disappointing  to  the  paper  money  collector. 
It  is  true  that  it  contains  not  a line  of  text,  the  only  reading  matter  being  a one-page 
preface  plus  a table  of  contents;  all  the  remaining  pages  are  completely  filled  with  illus- 
trations of  entire  sheets  of  paper  money.  A majority  of  the  notes  shown  are  those  of  the 
pre-Civil  War  state  banks,  but  included  also  are  some  specimens  of  colonial  notes,  munici- 
pal scrip,  and  those  issued  by  business  colleges  for  teaching  purposes.  The  reproductions 
are  approximately  two-thirds  actual  size,  and  the  page  size  was  chosen  to  accommodate  a 
sheet  of  four  notes,  or  two  sheets  of  two  notes  each.  It  was  the  custom  to  engrave  four 
notes  to  a plate,  but  in  some  cases,  especially  for  the  high  denominations,  there  were  two 
notes  on  a plate,  these  being  called  half  size  plates. 

The  notes  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  by  states  and  are  representative  of  both 
the  rarer  and  the  more  common  varieties,  many  of  them  being  proofs.  The  reproductions 
are  by  the  photo-offset  process  and  are  printed  in  a brown  ink.  While  much  fine  detail 
is  necessarily  lost,  this  method  does  permit  of  some  use  of  the  magnifying  glass,  and 
fortunately  all  the  imprints  of  the  producers  are  quite  legible. 

The  utility  of  a publication  of  this  sort  is  perhaps  most  appreciated  by  a note  col- 
lector who  is  interested  in  the  vignettes,  and  especially  by  one  who  is  fortunate  enough  to 
possess  die  proofs  of  some  of  these  and  wishes  to  know  where  they  were  used,  or  by  a 
collector  who  desires  notes  showing  certain  types  of  vignettes,  as  designs  of  a philatelic 
nature  for  example,  but  does  not  know  what  notes  to  ask  or  hunt  for.  This  reviewer  was 
especially  pleased  to  find  several  additions  to  his  list  of  bank  notes  having  designs  identical 
with  or  similar  to  designs  later  used  for  stamps,*  among  these  several  showing  the  small 
eagle  used  on  the  1851  ic  Carrier,  and  one  other  note  with  the  Franklin  and  Washington 
heads  similar  to  those  on  the  1851  ic  and  3c  postage  stamps.  Heretofore  only  four  or 
five  notes  were  known  to  the  writer  bearing  these  portraits,*  most  of  them  rather  scarce, 
and  now  we  can  add  to  that  small  and  select  group  a $10  note  of  the  Bank  of  Pough- 
keepsie, illustrated  on  page  103,  the  same  as  seen  on  the  beautiful  $10  Canal  Bank  note 
on  page  24.  Would  that  we  had  a dozen  such  books  to  aid  us  in  these  studies. 

In  addition  to  vignettes  of  this  nature  there  will  be  found  a number  that  were  copied 
or  adapted  for  use  on  some  of  the  Civil  War  patriotic  envelopes,  which  will  readily  be 
recognized  by  a collector  in  this  field.  This  book,  together  with  the  Laurence-Walcott 
Catalogue  of  patriotics,  will  be  useful  to  the  specialist  who  is  attempting  to  make  up  an 
exhibit  showing  bank  notes  and  patriotics  having  the  same  designs,  a subject  about  which 
practically  nothing  has  been  published.  It  is  partly  because  of  the  lack  of  such  books 
that  this  interesting  field  has  been  overlooked  by  the  side  line  collector. 

The  paucity  of  the  literature  on  bank  notes  useful  to  the  stamp  collector  that  we 
have  referred  to  prompts  another  comment.  What  we  really  need  is  some  sort  of  illus- 
trated (and  possibly  priced)  catalog  of  bank  notes  having  designs  of  philatelic  interest, 
those  used  on  stamp  essays,  stamps,  and  patriotics.  Such  a work  would  help  to  put  our 
obsolete  bank  notes  on  the  map  in  a way  comparable  to  the  achievement  of  the  Brazer 
essay  catalog  for  United  States  stamp  essays.  Perhaps  Dr.  Muscalus  can  eventually  turn 
his  attention  to  this  need  and  come  to  our  rescue  with  still  another  addition  to  his  already 
long  list  of  publications  on  bank  notes.** 


* See  Journal  No.  ii,  July  1946,  page  131. 

**  For  some  of  these  see  a review  in  Journal  No.  9,  January  1946,  page  46. 
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Reford  Collection  of  B.N.A.  to  tbe  Auctioned 


The  exceptional  and  famous  collection  of  British  North  American  stamps,  essays  and 
proofs  formed  during  the  past  forty  years  by  the  late  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Reford  of  Montreal, 
who  died  May  31,  1949,  is  to  be  sold  in  a series  of  1950  auctions  by  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co. 
of  New  York.  The  whole  collection  of  about  120  volumes  is  expected  to  realize  around 
$250,000,  of  which  the  essays  and  proofs  may  bring  $40,000.  The  first  sale  will  be  held 
late  in  February  or  early  in  Alarch  1950*  Alany  collectors  will  no  doubt  attend  these  sales. 

This  B.  N.  A.  collection  is  probably  the  second  largest  in  the  world.  It  is  strongest  in 
Canadian  issues  but  includes  all  of  wThat  is  now  Canada,  including  Newfoundland.  Dr. 
Reford  was  a member  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  and  a deep  student  of  plate  varieties  of 
the  early  issues  of  Canada. 

The  Canada  essays  and  proofs  are  contained  mostly  in  five  or  six  volumes  and  include 
some  large  blocks  of  plate  proofs.  For  instance,  the  J4  penny  black  trial  color  proof  with 
red  vertical  specimen  on  India  paper  is  present  in  a block  of  58,  plus  adjoining  blocks  that 
nearly  fill  eight  vertical  rows  of  the  pane.  I here  is  a 5 cents  beaver  block  of  12  black 
plate  proofs  on  India  paper  from  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  pane.  Of  the  I2p  black 
plate  proofs  on  India  paper  there  are  two  blocks  of  four  without  overprint  and  some  with 
specimen,  as  well  as  perhaps  a dozen  singles  with  various  varieties  of  the  overprint. 
There  are  eight  different  colors  of  the  12  pence  scar  die  and  10  cents  die  proofs,  and  a 
grand  dull  brown  die  sunk  proof  with  the  12  pence  and  10  cents  on  the  same  die.  Dr. 
Reford  was  fond  of  blocks  of  four  proofs  in  black  and  all  known  colors,  including  the 
varieties  of  specimen  overprints. 

Among  the  rare  varieties  not  yet  cataloged  by  the  E.  P.  S.  are  complete  sets  of  small 
die  proofs  in  normal  colors  on  bank  note  paper  of  both  the  large  and  small  cents  issues  and 
the  three  first  registration  stamps.  Also  complete  sets  of  black  proofs  on  thin  card  of  the 
1897  maple  leaf,  1898  numerals,  1903  Edward  VII,  1908  Quebec  Tercentenary,  1912 
George  V,  and  1927  issues. 

He  has  the  sample  sheet  illustrated  on  the  cover  of  Journal  No.  5 m red-brown 
on  bank  note  paper,  and  he  also  has  the  green  three  lower  rows  of  the  sample  sheet  illus- 
trated on  the  cover  of  Journal  No.  6,  which  fits  the  upper  part  of  this  same  green  sheet 
mentioned  in  that  Journal.  The  Canada  penny  and  10  pence  small  die  trial  colors 
on  soft  wove  paper  from  this  sample  sheet  w^ere  seen  in  about  30  beautiful  colors  each, 
which  will  probably  bring  the  total  number  of  sample  colors  known  to  about  100.  The 
Goodall  sets  of  five  trial  colors  each  are  shown  for  the  1859-64  ic,  2c,  5c,  10c,  12P2C  and 


17c.  We  noticed  the  1870  15  cents  small  cents  die  essays  in  six  colors. 

We  saw  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.  early  essays  of  the  1 penny  in  six  colors,  6 pence 
Centurian  and  six  pence  Colony  of  Canada  each  in  two  colors,  and  the  1859  one  cent  and 
1864  two  cents  each  in  black  large  die  proofs.  There  are  large  die  sunk  essays  of  the 
1890  2c  by  the  British  American  Bank  Note  Co.  The  1893  8 cents  large  die  trial  color 
proofs  were  seen  in  seven  colors!  There  are  also  large  die  proofs  of  the  1893  20  cents 
and  50  cents.  On  large  thick  cards  are  mounted  small  die  proofs  of  the  British  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  postage  issues  of  1930,  I93L  1932,  1933  and  postage  due  set  of  1930,  some 
of  which  have  manuscript  approvals. 

The  1897  Jubilee  set  of  plate  proofs  is  present  in  blocks  of  four  on  card  complete, 
and  on  India  paper  cent  to  50  cents.  There  are  the  1897  maple  leaf  plate  proofs  m 
corner  blocks  of  four  on  card  complete,  and  also  on  India  paper.  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  s 
King  Edward  one  cent  die  essays  w^ere  noticed  in  two  colors.  The  Canada  collection  also 
includes  proofs  of  postal  stationery  cut  squares,  and  revenue  proofs.  There  are  also 


proofs  of  the  other  provinces  that  we  have  not  yet  seen. 

The  Newfoundland  essays  and  proofs  include  the  first  issue  complete  in  black  blocks 

of  four  on  cardboard  and  the  Goodall  trial  color  die  proofs  in  five  colors  each  of  the  1865 
issue 

We  had  expected  to  resume  the  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  of  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Newfound- 
land in  this  January  Journal,  but  since  seeing  the  Reford  collection  it  seems  desirable 
to  awTait  the  opportunity  to  catalog  the  many  varieties  in  this  collection. 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


By  The  Editor 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to  the 
Editor.  When  sales  are  not  reported  no  prices  realized  were  received,  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important,  or  similar  sales  were  recently  reported. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  Catalogs. 

Our  Essay  Proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  Catalog 
abbreviations.  See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal. 

U.  S.  Essay  numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive 
Stamps,  and  its  Addenda. 


Robson  Lowe,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  September  14,  1949. 


Great  Britain  Imprimaturs 

The  imprimaturs  are  imperforate  plate  proofs  on  stamp  paper  cut  from  the 
record  sheets  registered  at  Somerset  House.  This  Auction  Sale  Catalog  contains  a 
plate  of  beautiful  illustrations  in  correct  colors,  as  well  as  seven  additional  pages  of 
excellent  black  and  white  illustrations. 


The  pound  for  this  sale  is  valued  at  $4.00,  thereafter  at  $2.80. 


1842-64  7p  red  contrasting  shades  from  plates  15  TI,  54  TG,  72  TF,  111  TD, 

171  TH  and  1864-80  plate  217  TE,  6 fine  to  superb  copies 

3P5  to  33P5  46.00 

1841  lp  red  plate  20  AD,  21  AF,  24  AF,  25  AB,  4 distinct  shades  with  sheet 

margins  3P5  64.00 

1864-80  lp  pale  red-brown  on  white  paper  plate  76  (framed)  AH  double 

letter,  top  sheet  margin  33P5  58.00 

lp  plum-red  plates  130  AG  and  131  AE,  2 superb  copies 33P5  30.00 

lp  red  plates  149  AD  and  154  AG,  2 contrasting  shades,  with  top 

margins  33P5  28.00 

lp  light  red-brown  transitional  shade  on  toned  paper,  plate  175  AE 

with  top  margins  33P5  16.50 

lp  red-brown  from  reserve  plate  2A  AI  with  top  margin 3P5  20.00 

lp  red  2 contrasting  shades  from  reserve  plates  9 AI  and  11  AD  with 

top  margins  3P5  34.00 

1859-57  lp  red-brown  plates  2,  7,  11,  12  AE  to  AH  reconstruction,  die  II 

S.  C.  wmk.  4 top  margin  copies 8 to  16P5  60.00 

1855  lp  plum  on  blued  paper  with  sheet  margin  and  inscription 14P5  20.00 

1856-61  lp  black  Royal  reprint  wmk,  L.  C.  plate  66  right  sheet  margin 

horizontal  pair  16TC5  78.00 

1858-80  2p  blue  plates,  7 to  9,  12  to  15,  pi.  7 AH  re-entry,  7 copies,  6 with 

sheet  margins 2P5  280.00 


1870-79  V2  p rose-red  plates  1 to  20,  a complete  set  of  15,  5 with  sheet 


margins  58P5  280.00 

1 V2p  rosy-mauve  with  top  sheet  margin  32P5  108.00 

1 y2p  dull  rose,  plate  3 AJ  superb  top  margin 32P5  48.00 

1865  4p  vermillion  wmk  garter  plate  7 AI  43P5  26.00 

9p  straw  plate  4 AJ  with  top  sheet  margin 46P5  36.00 

Is  green  plate  4 AG  with  top  sheet  margin  48P5  24.00 

1867  3p  rose  plate  7 AF  with  top  sheet  margin  w’m’k  spray 49P5  24.00 

6p  mauve  plate  9 AE  with  top  sheet  margin 51P5  28.00 

Is  green  plate  6 AA  with  top  sheet  margin  w’m’k  spray 54P5  18.00 

1872  6p  chestnut  plate  II  TI  w’m’k,  spray  (creased)  59Pr  20.00 
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1873-82  2 V2p  rosy-mauve  on  white  paper  AJ  with  top  margin  66P5  21.00 

2 y2p  rosy-mauve  plate  5 PJ  w’m’k,  anchor 66P5  26.00 

2 y2p  rosy-mauve  plate  10  AI  67P5  15.00 

2 y2p  blue  plate  18  PC  68P5  28.00 

3p  rose  w’m’k  spray  plate  15  AD  top  margin 61P5  20.00 

1881  3p  rose  w’m’k,  spray  plate  21  TH  83P5  26.00 

1876-80  4p  vermilion  plate  15  AG  with  top  margin  w’m’k,  garter  . . . .69P5  21.00 

1873  6p  gray  plate  15  AD  close  at  bottom  w’m’k,  spray 62P5  19.00 

1880  6p  gray  plate  18  TJ  close  one  corner  w’m’k,  spray 86P5  38.00 

1873  Is  green  plate  9 AE  wmk.  spray,  top  margin 64P5  25.00 

1883-84  2s6p  lilac  on  blued  paper 96P5  30.00 

5s  rose  on  white  paper 108P5  24.00 

10s  ultramarine  on  blued  paper,  gummed 109P5  50.00 

1884  £1  brown-lilac  wmk.  crown  HD  creased  110P5  29.00 


After  Sept.  14,  1949  the  pound  is  valued  at  $2.80,  i shilling  at  14c. 
H.  R.  Harmer,  Ltd.  Sale,  London,  September  20,  1949. 


New  Brunswick 

1851  3p,  6p,  Is  black  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  card  1TC4-3TC4  22.10 

6p  black  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  card,  pair 2TC4  8.80 

6p,  Is  black  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  card  2TC4,3TC4  16.10 

1890  3p  orange,  6p  and  Is  violet  black  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  wove  paper 

(set  of  3 reprints)  1TC5-3TC5  25.20 

1860  2c  black  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card 12TC1  25.20 

5c  brown  Connell  plate  proof  on  India  paper  imperf.  strip  of  3 . .11P3  42.00 

5c  Connell  and  10c  deep  red  trial  color  die  proofs  on  one  piece  of 

thick  paper  11,8TC1  61.60 

Nova  Scotia 

1851-53  lp  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  card  1TC4  4.48 

6p  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  card,  marginal  pair 4TC4  12.60 

6p  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  card,  single  4TC4  7.35 

Is  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  card 6TC4  5.32 

3p  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  card 2TC1  44.80 

1890  lp  brown,  3p  blue,  6p  dark  green,  Is  violet-black  trial  color  plate 

proofs  on  wove  paper  (set  of  4 reprints)  . . . . 1TC5,3P5,5P5,7TC5  42.00 

1860-63  lc  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  8P1  25.20 

5c  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card 10TC1  28.00 

10c  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card 12TC1  25.20 

12*40  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card 13TC1  35.00 


Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  September  29,  1949. 

N ewfoundland 

1929-31  lc  green  plate  proof  imperf.  horizontal  pair  on  stamp  paper.  .163P5  12.60 

193  2 10c  black-brown  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 

193P5  36.40 

25c  slate  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 . .197P5  39.20 

lc  gray  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 ...  .184P5  36.40 

2c  green  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 . .186P5  36.40 

4c  carmine  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 189P5  36.40 

5c  violet  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 . .191P5  39.20 

lc  slate  plate  proof  imperf.  o.  g.  on  stamp  paper,  block  of  4 ...  .212P5  32.20 


1933 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


49 


Robson  Lowe,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  October  11,  1949. 

India  Collection  of  Rose-Hutchinson 

1854  stone  Lion  die  1,  green  Palm  die  4,  essays  on  thin  laid  paper 3 2.20 

y2a,  la,  8a  each  in  blue  and  brownish-red  Thullier’s  essays  on  large 

sheets  28.00 

V2  a vermilion  plate  essay  similar  to  stamp  but  9 y2  arches  on  side, 

marginal  imperf.  block  of  4 IE  308.00 

V2a  vermilion  plate  essay  similar  to  stamp  but  9 y2  arches  on  side, 

imperf.  single  IE  43.40 

y2  a blue  plate  proof  lithographic  transfer  on  small  sheet 2P5  9.10 

y2  a vermilion  trial  color  plate  proof  on  wmk.  paper,  margin  block 

of  8 2TC5  126.00 

y2  a vermilion  trial  color  plate  proof  on  wmk.  paper,  superb  lower  left 

corner  pair  2TC5  84.00 

la  black  trial  color  proof  of  die  I on  card  4TC4  13.30 

2a  gray-black  trial  color  electrotype  proof  on  vertically  laid  paper  and 

2a  vermilion  plate  proof  on  yellowish  wove  paper 5TC5  9.10 

There  were  a number  of  other  essays  and  proofs  cataloged,  a few  of  which  were 

illustrated,  but  they  were  so  grouped  that  lot  prices  are  meaningless. 

Eugene  N.  Costales,  New  York  Sale,  October  18,  1949. 

United  States 

Essays 

1861  lc  red  with  coupon,  perf.  between,  few  short  perfs.,  no  gum  . .63E-Bh  7.50 

18  63  2c,  3c,  5c  carmine  on  yellow  wove  paper,  vertical  strip  of  3,  thin 

73E,74E,75E-Cc  6.00 

18  69  lc  orange-brown  imperf.  small  numeral,  no  grill  o.  g.  horizontal  pair 


112E-DC  7.00 

lc  buff  perf.  no  grill  112E-Dd  4.50 

lc  violet  perf.  grilled 112E-De  4.25 

3c  green  perf.  grilled 114E-Ch  3.25 

3c  pale  rose  imperf.  o.  g.  no  grill,  horizontal  pair 114E-Cf  7.00 

3c  ultramarine  imperf.  o.  g.  no  grill,  horizontal  pair 114E-Cf  15.00 

5c  dull  red-violet  imperf.  o.  g.  no  grill,  horizontal  pair 115aE-Fc  7.50 

5c  deep  red-violet  imperf.  o.  g.  no  grill,  horizontal  pair  . . . .115aE-Fc  7.00 

10c  blue  imperf.  o.  g.  no  grill 116E-Dj  4.50 

12c  green  perf.  o.  g.  grilled 117E-Ce  5.50 

12c  green  perf.  o.  g.  grilled,  block  of  4 117E-Ce  23.00 

Plate  Proofs 

1866  3c  scarlet  plate  proof  on  India  paper 74P3  9.50 

1870  10c  brown  plate  proof  on  India  paper,  horizontal  pair 150P3  5.00 

24c  brown-violet  plate  proof  on  India  paper 153P3  4.00 

1873  24c  deep  purple  plate  proof  on  India  paper 164P3  5.75 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  October  31  and  November  1,  1949. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

A Catalog  of  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Essays  and  Proofs  was  published  in  Journal  No.  10. 

1853  lp  black  trial  color  die  proof  from  incomplete  die,  on  small  card  1TC1  72.80 
lp  black  trial  color  plate  proof 1TC5  11.7  6 
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4p  blue  plate  proof  on  bleute  paper,  marginal  pair 2P5  42.00 

1855-58  lp  pale  rose  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  wmk.  sidewise,  marginal 

block  of  4 3P5  78.40 

6p  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  card,  only  1mm  margin  at  bottom 

5TC1  86.80 

Is  black  trial  color  plate  proof  with  large  margins 6TC5  26.46 

1861  lp  deep  red,  4p  deep  blue,  1883  printings,  o.  g 7P5b,9P5b  13.30 

1871-77  y2p,  4 p ( 2 ) , 5s  black  trial  color  die  proofs  on  glazed  cards,  3 of  4 

are  dated  23Pla,27TCl,28TClb  70.00 

lp  ten  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  unwatermarked  paper  perf.  . .24TC6  147.00 
lp  rose,  4p  blue,  plate  proofs  on  thick  paper  imperf.  CANCELLED 

horiz.  pairs  24,27P5S-Ahb  21.70 

1880  3p  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card  “26  Nov.  79”  “BEFORE 

HARDENING”  25TC1  10.50 

1884-90  2p.  Is  black  trial  color  die  proofs  on  glazed  card,  dated  and  “BE- 
FORE HARDENING”  44TC1,50TC1  32.20 

1892  2y2p  black  die  essay  with  value  tablet  blank,  2p  black  die  proof, 

both  dated  “BEFORE  HARDENING”  56E-A,56TC1  34.60 

1893  lp  black  die  essay  with  value  tablets  blank,  lp  black  trial  color  die 

proof,  both  on  glazed  card  with  1mm  margins 60E-B,60P2  11.90 

1898-02  %p,  3p,  black  trial  color  die  proofs  on  glazed  card  with  1mm  mar- 
gins   59TC2.61TC2  9.80 

19  00  lp  red  artists  composite  essay  with  Table  Mountain  different  from 

stamp,  mounted  on  card  62E-A  46.20 

190  2-04  y2  p green  model  essay,  head  printed,  design  handpainted,  stuck  on 

card  63E-A  50.40 

lp  carmine  model  essay,  head  printed,  design  handpainted,  stuck  on 

card  64E-A  50.40 

3p  brown  model  essay,  head  printed,  design  handpainted,  stuck  on 

card  67E-A  50.40 

4p  violet-blue  model  essay,  head  printed,  design  handpainted,  stuck 

on  card  68E-A  50.40 

6p  carmine-rose  model  essay,  ihead  printed,  design  hand-i^'ai)nted, 

stuck  on  card  69E-A  50.40 

Is  olive-green  model  essay,  head  printed,  design  hand-painted,  stuck  on 

card  70E-A  50.40 

% p to  5s  black,  complete  set  of  9 trial  color  large  die  proofs  on  glazed 

cards,  all  dated  “BEFORE  HARDENING”  . . . . 63TC1  to  71TC1  105.00 
Book— The  Stamps  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  G.  J.  Allis 22.00 

Robson  Lowe,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  November  2,  1949 

Rose-H  ntchinson  Collection  of  Hong  Kong 

1862-3  2c,  4c,  6c,  8c,  12c,  18c,  24c,  30c,  48c,  96c  small  die  proofs,  set  of  10 

in  first  colors  on  glazed  card,  overprinted  SPECIMEN,  also  similar 
Postal  Fiscals  2c  dull  green,  $2,  $3,  $10  in  first  colors 

1P2S,1 0P2S,1 2P2S, 2P2S,3P2S,4P2S,5P2S,1 9P2S,6P2S,7P2S,etc.  26  6.00 

Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  Inc.,  New  York  Sale,  November  11,  1949. 

Guatemala 


1910  6c  indigo  plate  essay  of  vignette  only,  block  of  4 140E-A  15.50 

6c  dark  brown  and  deep  blue  trial  color  plate  proof,  block  of  4.  .140P5  15.50 

6c  bistre  and  carmine-lake  trial  color  plate  proof,  block  of  4 . . .140P5  15.00 

1924  6c  bistre  large  die  sunk  proof 210P1  12.25 
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25c  bright  lilac  large  trial  color  die  sunk  proof  211TC1  11.00 

25c  brown  large  die  sunk  proof 211P1  13.00 

50c  red  large  die  sunk  proof 212P1  12.00 

lp  brown  large  die  sunk  proof  213P1  11.00 

lp  orange-brown  plate  proof,  margin  block  of  4 213P5  15.50 

2p  orange  large  die  sunk  proof 214P1  12.25 

3p  deep  green  large  die  sunk  proof  215P1  8.00 

1.25p  deep  blue  trial  color  die  sunk  proof 217TC1  10.25 

1.25p  deep  blue  large  die  sunk  essay  without  Guatemala  and  value 

tablets  217E-B  10.25 

2.50p  dark  violet  large  die  sunk  proof 218P1  8.25 

2.50p  dark  violet  plate  proof,  block  of  4 218P5  10.00 


Carl  E.  Pelander,  New  York  Sale,  November  18,  1949. 

United  States 

1875  5c  brown,  10c  black  1847  reproduction  plate  proofs  on  India  paper 

3,4P3  10.50 

1861  lc  blue  plate  essay  on  India  paper 55E-Bb(55P3)  19.00 

3c  red,  5c  brown  plate  essays  on  India  paper  . . 56E-He,57E-b  ( 56,57P3 ) 21.00 

10c  dark  green  plate  proof  on  India  paper (58P3)  11.50 

12c  black  plate  essay  on  India  paper 59E-Bd  (59P3)  19.00 

24c  violet  plate  proof  on  India  paper 60P3  17.00 

30c  red-orange  plate  proof  on  India  paper  61P3  29.00 

90c  blue  plate  essay  on  India  paper  62E-Be(62P3)  37.50 

Norway 

1856-57  3s  yellow,  blue,  lilac-gray,  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  horizontally 

laid  paper  perf.  13,  o.  g 3TC6  74.00 

Robson  Lowe,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  November  23,  1949. 

Great  Britain 

April  184  0 lp  black  Mulready  proof  from  original  brass  engraving,  endorsed 


“To  John  Pye  Esqre  from  W.  Mulready  April  1940” 29.40 

lp  black  Mulready  proof  on  green  wove  paper,  4 known,  of  which  2 are 

in  Royal  Collection  75.60 

lp  black  Mulready  essay  from  second  state  of  letter  sheet  stereo,  let- 
tering etc.  differs,  endorsed  in  pencil  “First  experimental  proof 
of  six  blocks — engraving  unfinished.  R.  A.  Thompson”  44.80 


Imprimatur  Plate  Proofs  on  Stamp  Paper  Imperf. 

1841  lp  dark  red-brown  plate  proof  plate  17  AI,  fine  ivory  head,  top  margin 

3P5  9.80 

lp  red  plates  57,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64  all  6 lettered  AL,  corner  margins 


and  plate  numbers 3P5  86.80 

1864  lp  deep  red-brown  plate  79  AD 33P5  10.50 


lp  deep  brown  plate  114  AF  and  lp  plum-red  plate  124AE  . . . .33P5  19.40 

lp  deep  red-brown  plate  145  AD  and  lp  dark  brown  plate  146  AF 

33P5  28.00 

lp  plum-red  reserve  plate  4 AF  and  lp  brown  reserve  plate  6 AE  33P5  28.00 

lp  deep  plum  die  II  S.C.  plate  3 AH,  lp  red-brown  plate  15  AG  on 
toned  paper,  lp  red-brown  plate  18  AD  on  toned  paper,  top 

margins  8P5  42.00 

lp  deep  red-brown  plate  5 AD  double  letter,  abnormal  top  margin  3P5  15.40 
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1855  lp  purple-brown  reserve  plate  19  AI,  alphabet  III  on  blue  wmk.  large 

Crown,  top  margin  11P5 

lp  light  orange-red  plate  58  AF,  alphabet  III  on  blue  wmk.  large 

Crown,  top  margin  11P5 

1864  lp  rose-red  plates  71  AH,  86  AG,  108  AJ,  133  AK,  162  AI,  168  AD, 

172  AE,  (7)  top  margins 33P5 

lp  rose-red  plate  103,  2p  blue  plate  9,  1867  Paris  Exposition  plate 

proofs  33P5,29P5 

lp  rose-red  plate  106  AL  top  corner  margins  with  plate  number 

33P5 

1862  3p  rose,  with  white  dots  37P5 

1867-80  3p  rose  plate  TG,  6p  bright  violet  plate  8 TJ,  lOp  red-brown  plate 
1 TG,  Is  green  plate  7 AG,  2s  blue  plate  1 TF,  5 proofs  wmk. 

spray  49P5,51P5,53P5,54P5,55P5 

2s  blue  plate  3 AH  top  margin  example  of  the  rare  abnormal  . . .55P5 
Feb.  1871  2p  blue  die  essay  with  stars  in  upper  corners  and  without  white 

lines,  on  India  paper,  mounted  on  card 30A-E1 

1847-54  Is  green  embossed  essay  with  trial  cancellation 5E 

1867-80  3p  deep  rose  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  slightly  soiled 49P1 

6p  brown,  plate  9 imperf.  pair  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  wmk,  paper, 

Specimen  in  mss 51TC5 

Is  blue  plate  5 trial  color  plate  proof  on  unwatermarked  paper,  sheet 

margin  54TC5 

1878  10s  slate,  10s  brown,  £1  ultramarine,  £1  straw  (4)  trial  color  plate 

proofs  on  wmk.  paper  overprinted  SPECIMEN  . . . . 74TC5,75TC5 
1873-80  2y2p  black  plate  15  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card  lettered  NA, 
endorsed  in  mss.  “Feb.  19th  79 — after  striking  12  leads”  .66TC1 

8p  purple-brown  trial  color  plate  proof  perf.  o.  g 7 2TC6 

1880-83  x/2  p black,  lp  black  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  thin  card  78TC4,79TC4 
5p  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card  “10  AUG  80”  “AFTER 

HARDENING”  85TC1 

5p  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thin  card,  corner  block  of  4 . . 85TC4 
1887-92  2p,  in  13  trial  colors,  plate  proofs  on  unwatermarked  paper,  each 

with  frame  in  purple  and  value  tablet  in  a different  color  .113TC5 

9p  black  die  essay  of  vignette  only,  on  glazed  card 120E-A 

lOp  green  and  purple  trial  color  plate  proof  on  pink  unwatermarked 

paper  121TC5 

lOp  blue  and  purple  trial  color  plate  proof  on  pink  unwatermarked 

paper  121TC5 

Is  carmine-pink  trial  color  plate  proof  on  wmk.  paper  perf.  . .122TC6 
Is  purple  trial  color  plate  proof  on  wmk.  paper  perf.  pair  . . . .122TC6 
1902-11  lp  purple  model  essay  of  1881  frame  with  mounted  head  of  K.  E. 

VII  facing  left  128E-A 

£1  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  small  glazed  card  endorsed  “Dupli- 
cate proof  of  die  registered  3 March  1902”  142TC2 

1912  lp  carmine  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thick  paper  imperf.  gummed, 

margin  pair  154TC5 

1912-22  3p  pink  essay  similar  to  issued  stamp  but  with  % face,  on  colored 
card  1 64E-A 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  November  28,  1949. 


Canada  Imperforate  Plate  Proofs  on  Stamp  Paper. 

1898-02  7c  olive-yellow  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.,  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

S1P5 


14.00 

14.00 

40.60 
28.70 

16.80 

39.20 

89.60 

43.40 

140.00 

84.00 
23.80 

13.30 

15.40 

18.20 

23.80 

40.60 
10.50 

19.60 

35.00 

95.20 
11.90 

8.40 

9.10 

9.80 

18.20 

16.80 
25.20 

7.40 
10.50 

23.10 
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1903  lc  gray-black  plate  essay  with  colorless  numerals,  horiz.  pair  . . . .89E 
1908  7c  olive-green  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  vert,  pair 

100P5 

1912-18  20c  olive-green  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

1 1 9 P 5 

50c  black-brown  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  vert,  pair 

horiz.  pair  120P5 

1916  2c  plus  lc  brown  Die  I plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz. 

pair  MR3P5 

1922-31  4c  olive-bistre  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

110P5 

5c  reddish-violet  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

112P5 

7c  red-brown  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

114P5 

8c  blue  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair  . . . .115P5 

10c  bistre-brown  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

118P5 

$1  brown-orange  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  horiz.  pair 

122P5 

1928  5c  brown-olive  Air  Mail  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  imperf.  o.  g.  vert. 

pair  C1P5 


Oayman  Islands 

1901  V2  p green,  lp  carmine-rose,  essays  of  “Imperium  6p”  proofs  with  name 

and  value  tablet  hand  painted  1E-A.2E-A 

black  die  essay  of  Edw.  VII  head  in  circle,  on  small  glazed  card  3AE-A 
black  die  essay  of  Edw.  VII  design  with  black  value  tablet,  dated 

“29  Oct.  01”  “BEFORE  HARDENING”  3E-B 

black  die  essay  of  Edw.  VII  design  with  blank  value  tablet  on  glazed 
card  with  mss.  pencil  notation  “Cayman  Islands  2y2d,  6d  tinted 

green,  1/  white  ground”  5E-B 

%P  (7  colors),  Is  (3  colors)  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  single  CA 

wmk.  paper 3TC5,  7TC5 

1905-06  V2  p (7  colors),  Is,  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Mult.  CA  wmk.  paper 

8TC5,1 2TC5 

y2  p olive  and  green  trial  color  plate  proof  on  Mult.  CA  wmk.  paper 

imperf 12TC5 

Is  brown  and  blue  (as  1907  4p)  trial  color  plate  proof  on  Mult.  CA 

wmk.  paper  (inverted)  imperf 12TC5 

Is  salmon  and  green  (as  1907  5s)  trial  color  plate  proof  on  Mult. 

CA  wmk.  paper  imperf 12TC5 

190  7 y2  p purple  and  blue  trial  color  plate  proof  on  blue  chalky  Mult.  CA 

wmk.  paper  imperf 21TC5 

y2  p purple  trial  color  plate  proof  on  blue  chalky  Mult.  CA  wmk.  paper 

imperf 21TC5 

4p  black  (as  1908  Is)  trial  color  plate  proof  on  green  Mult.  CA  wmk. 

paper  imperf 25TC5 

6p  violet  “imperium”  in  name  tablet,  plate  essay 26E-A 

1908  14 p photo  essay  of  vignette  mounted  on  white  card,  inscribed  in  mss. 

“Approved”  initialed  and  dated  31E-A 

1912  3s  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  paper,  slightly  soiled  . .42TC1 
1921  l^p  sepia  photo  essay  sunk  on  card  inscribed  in  mss.  “Approved” 
initialed  and  “19/10/20”  53E-A 


11.20 

29.40 

21.00 

21.00 

25.20 

29.40 

29.40 

28.00 

30.80 

29.40 

29.40 

86.80 

78.40 

22.40 

35.00 

35.00 

189.00 

154.00 
23.80 
23.80 
23.80 
23.80 
16.10 

23.80 

21.00 

25.20 

23.80 

40.60 
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black  master  die  essay  for  set  with  blank  value  tablets 50E-B  14.70 

2p  rose-red  plate  proof  on  thick  paper  imperf.  horiz.  overprinted 

“SPECIMEN”  vert,  pair  54P5S  12.60 

4V2p  ultramarine  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thick  paper 57TC5  8.05 

Yahan  Mozian,  Inc.,  New  York  Sale,  December  19-20,  1949. 


United  States 

3c  scarlet  T.  C.  & Co.  die  essay  of  vignette,  1903  print  on  proof  paper 

56E-Aa  4.75 

5c  carmine  T.  C.  & Co.  die  essay  of  vignette,  1903  print  on  proof 

paper  ..57E-Ab  3.75 

5c  red-brown  T.  C.  & Co.  die  essay  of  vignette,  1903  print  on  proof 

paper  57E-Ab  5.00 

5c  blue  T.  C.  & Co.  die  essay  of  complete  design,  1903  print  on  proof 

paper  57E-Ar  12.50 

12c  dark  green  T.  C.  & Co.  die  essay  of  complete  design  except  miss- 
ing upper  right  rosette,  on  proof  paper 59E-Ai  28.00 

12c  ultramarine  T.  C.  & Co.  die  essay  of  complete  frame  design  except 

4 rosettes  blank,  on  proof  paper 59E-Am  20.00 

lc  black  C.  B.  N.  Co.  die  essay  on  proof  paper 182E-Bb  12.50 

10c  deep  blue  Washington  Internal  Revenue  die  essay  on  proof  paper  10.50 
lc  to  90c  plate  proofs  on  cardboard  privately  perf.,  set  of  10,  112-122P4  9.50 

4c  dim  dark  orange  die  essay  on  thin  wove  card 233E-Bb  32.50 

4c  dusky  red  die  essay  on  thin  wove  card  233E-Bb  32.50 


Appreciation 

Several  articles  that  have  recently  appeared  in  this  Journal  have  been  reprinted  in 
their  entirety  with  our  permission,  by  philatelic  magazines  of  wider  circulation,  which  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  authors,  and  your  editor.  Edwin  Mueller’s  “Essays  for  the 
First  Austrian  Stamps’’  from  Journal  No.  23  was  reprinted  with  illustrations  in  the 
January  1950  Bulletin  of  the  Austria  Philatelic  Society.  From  Journal  No.  24  the 
article  “Amateur  versus  Professional’’  was  entirely  reproduced  in  Philatelic  Gossip  for 
October  8,  Western  Stamp  Collector  on  October  25,  and  Chambers  Stamp  Journal  of 
November  28,  1949.  The  “U.  S.  1949  15c  U.  P.  U.  Air  Mail  Design’’  critique,  also  from 
Journal  No.  24,  was  reprinted  entirely  in  Western  Stamp  Collector  for  October  18  and 
also  in  Philatelic  Gossip  wdth  an  illustration,  on  November  19.  “U.  S.  Postal  Cards 

First  Authorized,”  from  Journal  No.  24,  was  also  quoted  by  Western  Stamp  Collector 
for  December  6,  1949.  The  “U.  S.  XX  CENTURY  Essay  Designs”  by  Sol  Glass  in 
Journal  No.  23  were  all  illustrated  from  our  cuts  in  Philatelic  Gossip  in  three  October 
weekly  issues.  Permission  has  also  been  requested  by  several  journals  to  reprint  or  quote 
from  Journals  Nos.  23  and  24  the  articles  on  U.  S.  and  Canada  Proofs  on  Stamp  Paper. 


1861 


1877 

1869 

1893 


Sylvester  Colby  Incorporated 

Sylvester  Colby  and  Bruce  G.  Daniels  have  formed  a Corporation  to  deal  in  stamps  at 
the  former  offices  of  Mr.  Colby,  505  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Daniels  has 
been  a part  of  Sy  Colby’s  organization  for  some  time.  The  firm  will  continue  to  specialize 
in  United  States  stamps  and  Auction  Sales  as  advertised  in  this  Journal.  Mr.  Daniels 
contributes  not  only  his  personal  knowledge  as  a student  but  his  exceptional  stock,  to  be 
merged  with  that  of  Mr.  Colby. 
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Reports  of  Chapter  Meetings 


New  York  Chapter  No,  1 

Julian  F.  Gros,  Chairman  Andrew  P.  Rasmussen,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  October  12,  1949.  Present: — Adams,  Altman,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Colket,  Edith 
M.  Fisher,  Finkelburg,  Gros,  Higgins,  Holton,  Langsam,  Meurer,  Perry,  Rasmussen,  Womack. 

Falk  Finkelburg  entertained  and  enlightened  those  fortunate  to  be  present  with  a detailed  and  illus- 
trated talk  on  the  subject  of  Lithography,  from  its  discovery  and  invention  by  Alois  Senefelder  towards  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  through  the  period  of  use  of  the  lithographic  stone  and  on  to  the  present 
time  of  the  four-color,  photo-offset  process.  Mr.  Finkelburg  was  bombarded  with  questions,  the  answers 
to  which  were  supplemented  with  actual  demonstrations.  He  was  heartily  applauded,  with  a rising  vote 
of  thanks. 

Milton  A.  Adams,  our  next  exhibitor,  showed  his  collection  of  superb  United  States  material,  begin- 
ning with  a Colonial  Stamp  Act  Stamp  and  some  rare  and  beautiful  die  proofs  and  color  trials  of  the  1845 
and  1847  stamps.  Throughout  the  collection  were  large  and  beautiful  pieces  of  plate  proofs  and  issued 
stamps.  Some  of  the  remarkable  items  were: — a block  of  27  cancelled  90  cents  of  1873;  blocks  of  imperfs 
of  1890-94,  as  well  as  pairs  and  strips:  and  blocks  and  large  pieces  of  the  blue  paper  Lincoln,  1909,  and 
other  issues.  This  collection  had  never  been  shown  before  at  the  Chapter,  and  the  many  large  blocks  and 
pieces  of  rare  U.  S.  items  in  unusually  fine  condition  excited  considerable  surprise  and  admiration. 


Meeting  of  November  9,  1949.  Present: — Adams,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Esternaux,  Finkel- 
burg, Gros,  Langsam,  Moerz,  Pelander,  Rasmussen,  Womack,  Zervas. 

Chairman  Gros  opened  the  meeting  with  a talk  on  the  coming  A.  S.  D.  A.  Exhibition  at  the  34th 

Street  Armory  and  asked  for  volunteers  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  booth  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  there. 

He  stated  that  the  time  allotted  for  lectures  by  E.  P.  members  was  Saturday,  November  19,  1949,  from 
2:00  to  3:00  P.  M.,  when  talks  would  be  given  by  John  Britt,  Dr.  Blanchard  and  Dr.  Brazer. 

Tom  Morris,  who  was  unable  to  be  present,  entrusted  to  Julian  Gros  to  show  to  the  Chapter  a 
beautifully  bound,  tooled  leather  album  of  huge  proportions  prepared  by  Butler  Sc  Carpenter  and  con- 
taining plate  proofs  in  blocks  and  singles  of  all  Revenue  stamps  issued  during  the  tenure  of  the  Butler  & 
Carpenter  Co.  contract.  It  included  the  rare  6 cents  Proprietary  and  the  extremely  rare  large  size  high 

values  50c  to  $5000  in  the  multi-color  designs,  and  a nearly  complete  collection  of  Match  and  Medicine 

proofs.  Many  of  the  items  shown  are  unique. 

Dr.  Blanchard  showed  two  specimens  of  miniature  letter  engraving  by  Charles  Toppan.  One  was  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  in  an  oval  about  20  x 45  millimeters,  with  the  inscription  “Engraved  by 
C.  Toppan,  Phila.,  July  4,  1840,”  and  surrounded  by  the  seals  of  the  thirteen  original  colonies,  the  whole 
inclosed  in  a rectangle  with  ornamental  borders.  The  second  was  an  example  of  extremely  fine  lettering, 
comprising  both  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  the  Ten  Commandments  engraved  in  a circle  approximately  one 
centimeter  in  diameter.  Toppan’s  specialty  was  letter  engraving,  and  comparatively  few  specimens  of  other 
types  of  engraving  signed  by  him  are  known. 

John  Meurer,  who  is  constantly  on  the  hunt  for  unusual  items,  showed  some  rare  essays  and  proofs 
of  U.  S.  envelopes  and  postal  cards.  He  showed  what  purported  to  be  the  rarest  of  all  and  most  sought 
after  U.  S.  envelopes,  the  3c  red  Die  2 entire  of  the  Centennial  issue,  which  he  had  recently  acquired. 

Robert  Womack  again  presented  his  mounted  and  lettered  sample  album  pages  for  criticism.  Mr. 
Womack  has  wisely  decided  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  his  fellow  collectors  before  commencing  the  work  of 
writing  up  and  mounting  his  collection. 


Meeting  of  December  14,  1949.  Present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Colket,  Esternaux,  Finkelberg,  Gros, 
Holton,  Jacobi,  Mott,  Palin,  Pelander,  Queyrov,  Rasmussen,  Miss  Carole  Smith,  Snieltzer,  Womack,  Wray. 

Chairman  Gros  brought  up  the  matter  of  having  our  1949  Essay  Proof  Journals  bound,  and  it  was 
decided  that  details  regarding  the  procedure  to  be  followed  would  be  furnished  later  by  the  Secretary,  as 
advertised  in  this  Journal. 

Dr.  Blanchard  introduced  to  the  Chapter  two  new'  members  of  the  Society,  Abraham  Palin  and  Henri 
H.  Jacobi.  He  also  reported  concerning  the  illness  of  our  member  Frank  W.  Rosell,  of  Albany,  and  it 
was  voted  that  he  be  requested  to  write  Mr.  Rosell  a letter  of  greeting  and  good  wishes  on  behalf  of 
the  Chapter. 

As  the  principal  exhibitor  of  the  evening,  Chester  Smeltzer  showed  one  of  the  two  known  complete 
collections  of  the  special  proofs  of  all  of  the  U.  S.  issues  from  1847  to  I9I5  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing  for  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition.  This  is  known  as  the  “Southgate  Col- 
lection,” and  the  only  other  set  of  these  385  varieties  is  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  was  a showing 
that  received  the  enthusiastic  applause  of  all  those  present. 

Mr.  Queyroy  next  showed  some  beautiful  engraver’s  proofs  of  various  recent  issues  of  France  and 
French  colonies. 

Before  closing,  it  was  voted  that  gifts  of  the  same  amount  as  last  year  be  made  by  the  Chapter  to 
the  Collectors  Club  and  to  the  custodian  of  the  building. 


56 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


CMeago  Chapter  No.  2 

Clarence  Hennan,  M.D.,  Chairman  0.  H.  Schrader,  Secretary 

A meeting  of  the  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  was  held  jointly  with  the  Collectors 
Club  of  Chicago  at  the  Union  League  Club  on  the  evening  of  October  13,  1949. 

Present:  Messrs.  Hennan,  Meroni,  Kenworthy,  Peters,  Westphal,  Edmunds,  Winters,  Grant,  Schrader, 
Pollack,  Soutter,  Gill,  Adams,  Smith,  Eisin,  Waldman,  Rohloff,  Russo,  Meyer,  Ross,  Ring,  Newman,  Lucas, 
Ray  and  Sneller. 

All  were  welcomed  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Hennan,  who  turned  the  meeting  over  to  Dr.  Pollack,  the 
program  chairman. 

Dr.  Pollack  then  introduced  the  various  speakers,  who  spoke  on  and  showed  material  listed  below: 

1.  Julius  Westphal,  U.  S.  Essays. 

2.  Charles  Waldman,  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Czechoslovakia. 

3.  O.  H.  Schrader,  U.  S.  Private  Proprietary  die  proofs. 

4.  W.  Eisin,  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Lithuania. 

5.  C.  C.  Adams,  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Barbados. 

6.  H.  Pollack,  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Brunswick  and  Bergedorf. 

7.  C.  Hennan,  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Hayti. 

Showings  were  interspersed  with  discussions  of  nomenclature. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  10  P.  M. 

O.  H.  Schrader,  Secretary. 


Moliawk  Valley  Cliapter  No.  3 

George  N.  Malpass,  Chairman  Willard  W.  Davis,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  November  29,  1949,  Room  7,  246  State  St.,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Members  present: 
Albert  P.  Bantham,  David  H.  Burr,  Willard  W.  Davis,  George  N.  Malpass,  James  E.  Lobinger. 

The  meeting  convened  at  8:00  P.  M.  after  a dinner  at  Nicholaus’s  Restaurant. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  annual  report  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  was  read. 

A financial  statement  was  read  by  the  Treasurer. 

Chairman  Malpass  read  a communication  from  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  requesting  that  those  able  to 
do  so  send  him  articles  for  publication  in  the  Journal. 

Albert  Bantham  reported  that  Frank  Rosell,  one  of  our  charter  members,  was  seriously  ill  at  his  home 
in  Albany.  The  Chapter  wishes  him  a speedy  recovery. 

The  resignation  of  Charles  H.  Baldwin  from  the  Chapter  and  the  Society  was  reported  by  the 
Secretary. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  regular  meeting  on  Tuesday,  January  24,  1950,  at  our  present  meet- 
ing place,  to  be  preceded  by  a dinner  at  Nicholaus’s  Restaurant  at  5:00  P.  M. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  cancel  any  meeting  due  to  bad  weather, 
in  which  case  he  should  notify  all  members  by  phone. 

On  the  program  for  the  evening  Willard  Davis  showed  an  extensive  collection  of  Confederate  Cur- 
rency, and  James  Lobinger  showed  some  interesting  specimens  of  “Civil  War  ephemera.” 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  midnight. 


Philadelphia  Chapter  No,  4 

George  W.  Caldwell,  Chairman  Joseph  Mandos,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  December  i,  1949,  at  the  National  Philatelic  Museum,  Philadelphia.  Present:  Edward 
P.  Babcock,  Robert  O.  Bauer,  John  J.  Britt,  George  W.  Caldwell,  Milton  F.  Cohen,  Bernard  Davis,  Vincent 
Domansky,  Wm.  G.  Higgenbotham,  Joseph  Mandos,  Archy  S.  Myers. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening,  Edward  P.  Babcock,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  gave  a most  interesting  talk 
on  the  Essays  and  Proofs  of  the  United  States  Postage  Due  stamps,  starting  with  the  essays  inscribed 
Unpaid  Postage  and  then  on  through  the  Atlanta  Proofs,  the  Southgate  Proofs  of  the  special  printing  for 
the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  of  1915,  and  many  other  die  proofs  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Chapter  is  scheduled  for  the  first  Thursday  of  March,  1950,  at  the  National 
Philatelic  Museum,  when  Robert  O.  Bauer  will  show  his  outstanding  collection  of  Essays  and  Proofs, 
including  many  of  foreign  countries. 
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Tulsa  Chapter  No,  5 

D.  0.  Barrett,  Chairman  Hazel  Coombs,  Secretary 

The  nth  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Tulsa  Chapter  was  held  Friday  evening,  December  2,  1949,  at  the 
home  of  Miss  Constance  Eirich,  3159  South  Madison,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Members  present  were  D.  O.  Barrett,  Hazel  Coombs,  Glenn  R.  V.  Griffith,  T.  G.  Laney,  G.  C. 
Nordstrom,  all  of  Tulsa,  and  C.  R.  Ross,  of  Okmulgee.  The  guests  included  Maude  Wendt,  Alice  and 
Charles  Barrett,  Anne  Maroney,  Tulsa  attorney,  and  A.  M.  McIntosh,  Tulsa  Coin  Club  member.  Mrs. 
D.  O.  Barrett,  M rs.  C.  R.  Ross  and  Mrs.  Glenn  R.  V.  Griffith  brought  the  total  attendance  to  15. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  September  2,  1949,  were  read  and  approved. 

Friday,  March  3,  1950,  was  selected  as  the  date  of  our  next  meeting,  and  the  invitation  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ross  to  meet  at  their  home  in  Okmulgee  was  accepted  with  pleasure;  it  being  agreed  that  in  the 
event  of  inclement  weather  conditions  for  an  out  of  town  trip  we  would  hold  our  meeting  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith. 

Mr.  Barrett  showed  a beautiful  leather  bound  presentation  copy  of  a book  of  engravings  prepared  by 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  many  years  ago.  The  book  contained  several  hundred  very  fine 
India  die  proofs  of  various  vignettes  and  portraits,  many  of  them  having  been  used  on  U.  S.  currency, 
bonds,  and  tax  paid  revenue  stamps. 

Mr.  Ross  showed  a set  of  about  a dozen  fine  steel  engravings  of  famous  American  statesmen. 

After  a very  enjoyable  evening  the  meeting  adjourned  about  1 1 : 00  P.  M. 


Society  Official  Business  Section 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors  Nov,  9,  1949 


Second  Vice-President  Britt  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.25  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  Nov.  9,  1949,  at 
The  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  Directors  present  were:  Messrs.  Blanchard,  Britt,  Gros,  Rich 
and  Brazer;  with  proxies  from  Messrs.  Costales,  Guenther,  Hennan,  Mandos,  Pope,  Smeltzer  and  Sissons. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Sept.  24  meetings  of  the  old  and  new  Board  were  approved,  on  motion  duly 
carried. 

The  minutes  of  the  Convention,  as  printed,  were  approved  on  motion  duly  carried. 

Mr.  Britt  reported  on  negotiations  for  sale  of  surplus  stock  of  Journal  No.  14:  that  Mr.  Lindquist 
proposes  an  arrangement  for  sale  of  packages  of  up  to  5 numbers,  including  No.  14.  On  motion  this 
arrangement  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Brazer  reported  that  he  had  written  to  Dr.  Moseley,  in  South  Africa,  with  regard  to  his  pro- 
posed gift  to  the  Society  and  the  conditions  attached  thereto;  that  he  has  replied  to  correspondence  with 
Mr.  John  Latta  ; that  work  on  the  Membership  List  and  By-Law's  is  under  way. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brazer,  duly  carried,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  those  dropped  from 
membership  for  non-payment  of  dues  that  we  would  welcome  their  reinstatement  by  making  such  payment. 

Mr.  Gros,  bringing  up  the  matter  of  Journal  advertisements  not  yet  paid  for,  was  instructed  by 
the  chairman  as  to  procedure  to  use. 

The  Secretary  brought  in  applications,  which  were  acted  on  as  follows: 

Nos.  635  through  662,  elected  to  membership. 

Nos.  663  through  665  elected  to  membership,  subject  to  reaching  end  of  required  period  of  posting. 

On  motion,  the  Recorder  was  directed  to  send  copies  of  Board  minutes  to  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and 
Editor. 

Treasurer  Gros  brought  before  the  Board  the  authorization  of  new  officers  to  sign  checks.  On  motion 
duly  carried,  it  was  ordered  that  checks  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  First  or 
Second  Vice-President.  The  usual  Bank  Resolution,  putting  these  signatures  into  force,  was  carried  on 
motion,  unanimously. 

Treasurer  Gros  reported  $2189.19  in  the  bank  on  Nov.  1.  His  report  was  accepted. 

Report  of  Editor  Brazer  was  deferred  until  the  next  Board  meeting  in  order  that  full  financial  infor- 
mation, not  yet  had  from  the  Treasurer,  might  be  utilized  for  a complete  report. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  our  period  on  the  talks  at  the  A.  S.  D.  A.  stamp  show,  Nov.  19,  1949, 
with  Dr.  Brazer  in  full  charge. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  Mr.  Sissons  accepted  election  as  a Director. 

Editor  Brazer  reported  that  Journal  No.  24,  with  additional  16-page  Annual  Meeting  section,  had 
been  mailed  to  all  members. 

At  6.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  duly  carried  the  Board  adjourned. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Board  Recorder. 
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Secretary’s  Report 

Oct.  1 to  Dec.  31,  1949 


No. 

653 

654 

655 


656 

657 (J) 


658 


659 

660 

66 1 

662 


Members  Admitted 

Marshall.  Richard  B..  P.  0.  Box  647.  Presque  Isle,  Maine.  (Canada.)  By  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 
Cejka,  Libbie,  830  Fourth  Ave.,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  (Dealer.)  By  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 
Minuse,  Kenneth,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y.  (Newfoundland.)  By  Clarence 
W.  Brazer. 

Bertram,  H.  G.,  32  Cross  St.,  Dundas,  Ontario,  Canada.  (Canada.)  By  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 
Atkins,  Ronald  R.,  15  Charlotte  St.,  Kingston,  N.  Y.  (Postal  History,  U.  S.  3c  1851-57.)  By 
S.  G.  Rich. 

Pearen,  A.  W .,  33°8  ^ onge  St.,  Toronto  12,  Ontario,  Canada.  (Canada,  British  Columbia.) 
By  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

Spalding,  Philip,  c/o  Dixon  & Co.,  14  Wall  St.,  New  York  5,  N.  Y.  (Guatemala.)  By 
Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

Bilak,  Leon,  14  Calle  Pon.  No.  1,  Guatemala  City,  C.  A.  (Guatemala.)  By  Joseph  Mandos. 
Smart,  James  D.,  583  Mary  St.,  Oshawa,  Ontario,  Canada.  (Early  Canadian.)  By  Clarence  W. 
Brazer. 

Fernald,  Alan  R.,  71  Washington  Square  South,  New  York  12,  N.  Y.  (France,  British  Africa.) 
By  John  J.  Britt. 


Applications  for  Membership  Received 

663  Simpson,  Robert  C.,  132 17  Vassar  Drive,  Detroit  21,  Mich.  (U.  S.  Revenues  and  Match  & 

Medicines.)  By  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

664  Gurney,  Kent  W.,  15  Teaneck  Road,  Teaneck,  N.  J.  (U.  S.  Plate  Blocks,  Mint.)  By  Clarence 

W.  Brazer. 

665  Mclnroy,  D.  N.,  16003 — 15th  Ave.  S.  W.,  Seattle  66,  Wash.  (19th  Century  U.  S.)  By 

Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

666  Carmona,  F.,  Jr.,  P.  O.  Box  25,  Iloilo,  Philippines.  (Philippines.)  By  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

667  Langsam,  Murray  M.,  Blvd.  P.  O.  Box  63,  New  York  59,  N.  Y.  (Dealer,  U.  S.)  By 

Solomon  Altmann. 

668  Newman,  Mrs.  Emilie,  420  Fullerton  Parkway,  Chicago  14,  111.  (U.  S.  No.  210.)  By  Ben 

B.  Newman. 

669  Waldman,  Charles,  2747  Western  Ave.,  Park  Forest,  Chicago  Heights,  111.  (Czechoslovakia, 

Switzerland.  By  Dr.  Clarence  Hennan. 

670  Gage,  Wallace  M.,  117 — 6th  St.  (G.  C.  P.),  New  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Comtnemoratives, 

Norway.)  By  George  B.  Wray. 

671  Palin,  Abraham,  2105  Walton  Ave.,  New  York  53,  N.  Y.  (General.)  By  Falk  Finkelberg. 

672  Smith,  Parker  B.,  18 1 Lynn  St.,  Peabody,  Mass.  (U.  S.)  By  George  B.  Wray. 

673  Jacobi,  Henri  H.,  95-02  43rd  Ave.,  Elmhurst,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  (Switzerland.)  By  Solomon 

Altmann. 

674  Miller,  Mrs.  Ruth  B.,  5305  Izard  St.,  Omaha  3,  Neb.  (U.  S.  Stamp  and  Bank  Note  Proofs.) 

By  D.  O.  Barrett. 

675  Thorson,  Nelson  T.,  105  So.  15  St.,  Omaha,  Neb.  (Dealer,  Stamps  and  Coins.)  By  D.  O. 

Barrett. 

676  Dochkus,  C.  J.,  3522  E.  Thompson  St.,  Philadelphia  34,  Pa.  (Dealer.)  By  D.  O.  Barrett. 

Changes  in  Membership  List 

Change  of  Address: 

Ahrens,  Robert  H.,  Jr.,  to  1618  Beverly  Rd.,  Brooklyn  26,  New  York,  N Y. 

Atkins,  George  A.,  Richmond,  Va.,  to  900  Flora  St.,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

Bressler,  Norman,  to  258  Ridgewood  Ave.,  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Eck,  J.  Bernard,  1017  Sedgefield  Road,  Charlotte  3,  N.  C. 

Hume,  Edgar  E.,  Jr.,  to  105  E.  4 St.,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

Lange,  W.  C.,  to  532  So.  Buena  Vista  St.,  Redlands,  Cal. 

Lott,  Charles  A.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  to  Ramapo  Ajax  Division,  American  Brake  Shoe  Co.,  280  ^ ulcan 
St.,  Buffalo  7,  N.  Y. 

Matthews,  Col.  Dalla  J.,  Jr.,  to  636  Bankers  Mortgage  Bldg.,  Houston  2,  Texas. 

Mott,  Kenneth,  Red  Bank,  N.  J.,  to  36  Fair  Haven  Road,  Fair  Haven,  N.  J. 

Murphy,  George  C.,  Camp  Hill,  Pa.,  to  400  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  Norfolk,  A a. 

Parsons,  Allan  D.,  to  75  East  Wacker  Drive,  Chicago  1,  111. 

Roth,  Douglas,  Pinner,  Middlesex,  England,  to  Fairways,  Mona  Crescent,  New  lands,  Cape  1 ro\ince, 
South  Africa. 

Tartakow,  E.  A.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  to  8447  Sylmar  Ave.,  Van  Nuys,  Cal. 

Wasmuth,  Dr.  C.  E„  Scottsdale,  Pa.,  to  Cleveland  Clinic,  Euclid  Ave.  at  E.  93rd  St.,  Cleveland  6,  Ohio. 

Webb,  William  C.,  Newark,  N.  J..  to  361  Irvington  Ave.,  South  Orange,  N.  J. 

Wulfekuhler,  Eugene,  Jr.,  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  to  Box  54° 1 • Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 
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Journals  sent  to  the  following  have  been  returned  on  account  of  change  of  address.  Can  any  one  help 
us  locate  this  member? 


Am, 

Walter  S.,  3418  Cottman 

St.,  Philadelphia  24,  Pa. 

Resignations  Received 

No. 

No. 

No. 

203 

Aschenbrenner,  George 

1 04 

Hoffmann,  Heinz 

574 

Randall,  J.  P. 

W.,  Jr. 

226 

Jessup,  Edgar  B. 

555 

Rice,  Foster  W. 

508 

Bacher,  Dr.  Otto  M.  A. 

467 

Kershner,  Raymond  D. 

42 1 

Scales,  Lincoln  J. 

>94 

Baldwin,  Charles  H. 

>64 

Klauber,  A.  S. 

44  5 

Schober,  Joseph  E. 

186 

Baumgartner,  George 

504 

Kremer,  J.  Brainerd,  3rd 

108 

Thiessen,  Richard  L. 

364 

Binks,  B.  C. 

49S 

Look,  Dr.  Percy  J. 

492 

Tubbs,  C.  Lee 

35  1 

Brisley,  Charles  L. 

466 

MacNcal,  Earle 

644 

Varnham,  H.  J. 

583 

Brown,  Vernon  L. 

373 

Mechin,  R.  J. 

342 

Willcox,  Frank 

1 1 5 

Caraher,  S.  J. 

480 

Moyer,  Joseph  W. 

588 

Woodward,  J.  D. 

326 

Dietz,  August,  Sr. 

54  C 

Ohlman,  Max 

629 

Yongue,  W.  G. 

30/ 

Green,  Bert 

2 1 1 

Plass,  Gilbert  N. 

Enumeration  of  Membership 

Membership  reported  in  Journal 

. No.  24  . 

453 

Gains 

I 0 

Losses 

. . __  'll 

Net  membership  Dec.  31,  1949 

432 

Barr  Inc.,  Hugh  C.  61 

Blanchard,  J.  62 

Brazer,  Clarence  W., 

Inside  Front  Cover 

Charlat,  L.  W.  60 

Costales,  Eugene  N.  63 

Economist  Stamp  Co.,  Inc.  61 


Advertisers  Index 


Fox,  John  A.  61 

Harmer,  H.  R.,  Inc.,  Back  Cover 
Harmer,  Rooke  & Co., 

Inside  Back  Cover 

Hennan,  Dr.  Clarence  62 

Kelleher,  Daniel  F.  60 

Martin  Stamp  Co.  60 


Meghrig  & Sons  60 

Morris,  Thos.  F.  62 

Robson  Lowe  64 

Rosell,  Frank  W.  62 

Scott  Publications,  Inc.  63 

Smeltzer,  Chester  A.  59 

Stadtmiller,  L.  R.  61 


HAVE  YOUR  ESSAY  PROOF  JOURNALS  ROUND 

The  Essay  Proof  Society  will  have  Vol.  6,  Nos.  21  to  24  with  Index,  bound  for 
sale  uniformly  with  previous  volumes.  Members  may  have  their  own  volume  bound  to 
match,  at  the  same  time  by  sending  Nos.  21  to  24  with  $2.00,  prior  to  April  1,  1950,  to 
the  undersigned. 

Bound  Volumes  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
Now  Available  witb  Indexes 

In  Dark  Red  Cloth  With  Gold  Lettering 

The  Society  has  15  sets  of  the  first  five  Volumes  bound.  They  are  now  for  sale  at 
$40.00  for  the  set  of  5 Bound  Volumes,  including  Journals  No.  1 to  20  inclusive.  Or  set 
of  5 Unbound  Volumes  Nos.  1 to  20,  price  $35.00.  We  also  have  Vol.  5,  Nos.  17  to  20, 
bound  at  $8.00. 

Send  remittance  payable  to  the  Essay  Proof  Society  and  the  books  will  be  sent  you 
by  Railway  Express,  carrying  charges  collect. 

Chester  A.  Smeltzer 

71  Murray  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 
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Boston  Auction 
Sales 

I hold  auctions 
regularly  in  Boston 
and  would 

be  glad  to  send 
Catalogs  to 

any  Collector 
applying  for  them. 

DANIEL  F.  KELLEHER 

7 (J)  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 
Essays  and  Proofs 

of 

United  States 

and 

British  North  America 
MARTIN  STAMP  CO. 

233  West  42nd  Street 
New  York  18.  N.  Y. 


Wanted  Airmails 

EXCLUSIVELY 

• 

Offers  of  proofs,  Essays,  and 
specimens  of  Airmails  invited. 
Please  give  particulars  and 
price. 

Do  not  submit  until 
requested. 

• 

L.  W.  CHARLAT 
Airmails  Exclusively 
180  Broadvay 
>4nk  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


1 949  Annual  Catalogue 

Just  off  the  press  — this  82-page 
publication  devoted  to  a compre- 
hensive listing  of  our  stock  of 
stamps  of  the  United  States,  mint 
as  well  as  used,  19th  as  well  as  20th 
Centuries,  and  featuring  the  com- 
plete Scott  and  Elbe  lines  of  albums, 
publications  and  accessories  in  addi- 
tion to  other  philatelic-numismatic 
accessaries  — an  indispensable  aid 
to  successful  stamp  dealing — sent 
free  to  bona  fide  stamp  and  coin 
dealers  not  already  on  our  mailing 
list. 

M.  MEGHRIG  & SONS 

116  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 
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.Essays,  Proofs 

and  other 


Material 

Regularly  Offered 
in  our 

Auction  Sales 


Send  For  Free  Catalogues 
HUGH  C.  BARR,  ING® 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


AUCTION 
PRIVATE  SALE 

We  are  in  the  market  for  fine 
U.  S.  and  Foreign  material,  either 
on  or  off  cover.  Immediate  cash  is 
available  for  worthwhile  properties. 
We  will  either  purchase  your  col- 
lection outright  or  advance  a sub- 
stantial amount  against  sale  at 
auction.  If  necessary  we  will  travel 
any  distance  to  view  a sizable  col- 
lection or  accumulation.  Holdings 
worth  $10,000  and  over  preferred. 


JOHN  A.  FOX 

116  Nassau  St., 
New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


You  Collect  Proofs 

And  If  You  Also 
Collect 

STAMPS 

We  Have  a Very  Fine 
Stock  of 

UNITED  STATES  POSTAGE, 
ENVELOPES,  REVENUES, 
MATCH  & MEDICINES 

Your  Inquiries  Welcomed 

Our  36  page  Price  List  of  U.  S., 
British  Colonies  and  Air  Mails  of  The 
World  — Free  on  Request. 

Economist  Stamp  Co.,  Inc. 

87  (J)  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


I Want  to  Buy 

Johl’s  U.  S.  Original  Vols.  II  & III 

Postage  Stamps  of  XX  Century 

also 

Billig’s  Handbook  No.  2 

In  the  original 

L.  R.  Stadtmiller 

PHILATELIC 

LITERATURE 

Bought  and  Sold 

137  King  Street 
Asheville,  N.  C. 
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Wanted 

Interested  in 

PURCHASING 

Haiti 

Essays  and  Proofs 

of 

Artist’s  Drawings 

Canada,  New  Brians  wick, 

Newfoundland, 

Essays  and  Proofs 

Nova  Scotia, 

and 

Pre^adliesive  Covers 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Clarence  lleiinan,  M.  D. 

Thos.  F.  Morris 

7602  (J)  Paxton  Avenue 

60  (J)  East  42nd  Street 

Chicago  49,  Illinois 

New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

WANTED 

Obsolete  Bank  Notes 

Of  Philatelic  Interest 

Engravings 

Historically  minded  stamp  collectors  are  more 
and  more  becoming  interested  in  this  fascinating 
sideline.  For  such  collectors  there  are  available: 

and 

Notes  with  vignettes  from  the  identical  dies  used 
later  for  stamps. 

Letters 

by 

Notes  with  designs  copied  from  the  same  sources 
as  designs  on  stamps. 

Notes  with  the  imprint  of  all  the  stamp  producing 
companies,  and  their  predecessors. 

Notes  having  vignettes  with  the  engraved  signa- 
tures of  famous  engravers,  as  James  Smillie, 
Asher  B.  Durand,  Freeman  Rawdon,  George  W. 
Hatch. 

ASHER  B.  DURAND 

or 

Notes  with  pen  and  ink  signatures  of  important 
personages,  for  autograph  hunters. 

CYRUS  DURAND 

Notes  with  designs  that  were  later  copied  for 
Civil  War  patriotics. 

Immaculate  and  beautiful  proof  notes,  with  phila- 

IVhat  Have  You? 

telic  designs. 

Something  for  those  with  a pioneering  spirit, 
who  like  to  depart  from  the  beaten  path. 

Frank  W.  Resell 

90  State  St.,  Albany  7,  N.  Y. 

Inquiries  invited. 

J.  Blanchard 

1 Sheridan  Sq.,  New  York  14,  N.  Y. 
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ESSAYS  and  PROOFS 

Are  regularly  offered 

ira  my 

AUCTION  SALES 

Request  Free  Catalogues 


EUGENE  N.  CGSTALES 
99  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


Y our 

Essays 

tV  Proofs 

IV  ill  Look  Best  in 

Scott’s  Bed  Bandmade 
No.  I Be  Luxe  Album 

It’s  the  last  word  in  a fine  blank 
album.  Post  binder  of  double  board, 
covered  in  ;3/£  red  morocco,  with 
pseudo-leather  sides.  Raised  hubs  on  the  backbone,  silk 
moire'  lining  and  flyleaf.  Cold  tooling  on  front  and  back 
covers.  The  covers  are  beveled,  with  round  corners. 

Fifty  gilt-edged,  linen-hinged  pages  of  finest  quality  paper,  with  lithographed  quadrille  ruling. 
Pages  measure  814x10%  inches.  Cellulose  acetate  interleaving, 
and  a fleece-lined  red  slipcase $25.00 

SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

I West  47tli  Street  New  York  in.  Y.Y. 
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MEANWHILE  VISIT 
R □ B S □ N LDWE  INC. 
1B2C-27  LEWIS  TDWER 
1 5TH  & LD  C LI  ST  STREETS 
PHILADELPHIA  3,  PA.,  U.S.A. 


YD U WANT  THE 
BEST  PRICES  - 
WE  GET  THEM 


50  PALL  MALL 

is  the  Doorway  for  Suc- 
cessful Selling  of  Fine 
Postage  Stamps 

MORE  THAN  Rfl 
RECORDS 

have  been  made  including  the  highest 

prices  for 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

a Handstruck  stamp  on  cover 
a Mulready  Envelope 
a single  Line-Engraved  stamp 
a collection  of  Line-Engraved 
a collection  of  Imprimaturs 
a Cancellation  on  a cover 
a Cancellation  off  a cover 
a single  Penny  Black 
a single  Twopenny  Blue 

BRITISH  EMPIRE 

an  Asiatic  classic 
an  Australian  classic 
a collection  of  British  West  Indies 
a British  North  American  classic 
a specialised  collection  of  one  issue 


50 


MORE  THAN 
FAMOUS 
PHILATELISTS 

have  sold  their  collections  through  us — to  name 
only  four  current  properties: 

JOHN  HALL  BARRON 
GEORGE  H.  BOUCHER 
C.  D.  DESAI 

Lt.-Col.  L.  T.  ROSE-HUTCHINSON 

-i  mm  IS  the  yeah 

I JJJjM  when  British  Philately 
* ******  js  on  show  for  the 
world  to  visit,  so  it  is 
not  surprising  that  when  you  come  to 
the  London  International  Stamp  Exhi- 
bition you  will  find  us 


AT  STAND 
NUMBER 


50 


REFORD  COLLECTION  OF 

BhilUkh  7U)Jdh  timsuika 

Valued  At  Over 

a QuaJiiszA  9 YliUion  (DoUoaa 

to  be  sold  by 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & Co.,  Inc.  NEW  YORK 

The  famous  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Reford  Collection  of  British 
North  American  stamps,  essays  and  proofs  will  be  sold  in 
a series  of  auction  sales  to  be  held  by  Harmer,  Rooke  £r  Co., 
Inc.,  of  560  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  19.  This  collection 
is  known  to  practically  every  collector  of  British  North 
American  stamps  and  proofs,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 

LARGEST  AND  FINEST  COLLECTIONS 
To  Come  On  The  Market  Within  The  Last  Few  Years 

Contained  in  approximately  120  volumes,  several  are 
devoted  to  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  essays  and  proofs, 
including  large  dies,  plate,  trial  colors,  etc. 

The  lavishly  illustrated  auction  catalogue  of  the  first 
Sale  scheduled  for  the 

End  of  February  or  the  Beginning  of  March,  1950 

is  now  in  preparation.  If  your  name  is  not  yet  on  our 
mailing  list,  write  today  to  . . . 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & Co.  Inc, 

International  Stamp  Auctioneers 
560  FIFTH  AVENUE  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


K.  (R.  Kahmsui,  9nc. 

The  Roosevelt  Auctioneers 

32  East  57th  Street,  New  York  22,  N.  Y. 

PLaza  3-6482 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


Monday,  ^^Wednesday 
FEBRUARY  6,  7,  8 

CIRST  SESSION— United  States,  by 

! of  a New  York  collector,  tn- 

° , p eariies  blocks  of  four, 

eluding  ftn.  middle  and 

Pl3,^nrs  rare  Air  Post,  Revenues, 

later  issues,  rare 

Possessions. 

second  and  third  sessions^ 

General  Foreign  w exceptional 

TcTon^  Cand3  Number  one. 
IluaWe  '•Collections  and  Various 
valuable  collection  esti- 

lots  including  Col- 

mated  at  $600,  an  Air  Post 
lection  at  $300.  etc. 

Auction  Catalogue  Free 
on  Request 


M°nd3y’  Tu«*y.  Thursday 
FEBRUARY  20,  21,  23 

An  important  General  Auction 

W,t,h  fme  U"ifed  States,  Cen- 
6ra  ^°rei^  Wth  British  Com 
monwealth,  including  some 

lnS  ear'V  lssues;  "Collections 
and  Various"  and 

with  d dudinS 

A"  0ut^3nding  Croup 
China 


'•ctio'CM.„e  Free  Qn  ^ 


FOR  SALE  THROUGH  THE  H.  R.  HARMER  PRIVATE  TREATY  DEPT. 

The  “Writer  Peaks’’  Collection  of  Siam,  beautifully  presented  in  20  Oriel  Albums. 

One  of  the  first  three  collections  in  the  world  $9800 

Hungary  in  used  condition,  an  outstanding  ten-volume  collection  of  a country 

that  has  not  yet  been  fully  appreciated  .....$4000 

Mint  Air  Post  issues,  an  attractive  collection  in  first-class  condition  cataloguing 
$14,752 $5250 

Fuller  details  available  on  request.  The  collections  may  be  seen  at  J2  Fast  57th 
Street  or  will  be  sent  for  examination  to  clients  knoivn  to  us  or  furnishing  references. 


